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September 19, 2021 
 

 

What Kind of Wise Are You? 
 

Rev. Emma Chattin, Preaching 
 
 
 
First Reading ~ James 3:13-4:3, 7-8 

 
Two Kinds of Wisdom 
 
Who is wise and understanding among you?  Show by your good life that your works 
are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  But if you have bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  Such wisdom does 
not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  For where there is envy 
and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the 
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from?  Do they not 
come from your cravings that are at war within you?  You want something and do not 
have it; so you commit murder.  And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 
engage in disputes and conflicts.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
own pleasures. 

Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and it will flee from you.  Draw 
near to God, and God will draw near to you.  Clean your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 

 
 
Second Reading ~ from Pema Chödrön 
 
When you open yourself to the continually changing, impermanent, dynamic nature of 
your own being and of reality, you increase your capacity to love and care about other 
people and your capacity to not be afraid.  You’re able to keep your eyes open, your 
heart open, and your mind open.  And you notice when you get caught up in prejudice, 
bias, and aggression.  You develop an enthusiasm for no longer watering those 
negative seeds- from now until the day you die.  And, you begin to think of your life as 
offering endless opportunities to start to do things differently. 

 


