ELDER LAW NOTES
Arthur B. Crooks, Jr.
!!!!!! IMPACT OF!!!!!!
2016 ELECTIONS ON ESTATE PLANNNING
And ASSET PROTECTION
	We awoke on November 9, 2016, to the prospects of a Republican president elect, a Republican House of Representatives and a Republican Senate at the federal level. This clears the field for several bills supported by the putative House Republican leader, Paul Ryan, to radically change the playing field regarding planning for possible long-term care placement cost through Medicaid. There is presently pending in Congress, a bill which would cut in half asset protection done through Medicaid qualifying annuities-which would likewise be devastating to the middle class family who has a loved one facing long-term care costs. Stay tuned for further developments.
	At the last meeting of the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys we discussed several bills pending in the Massachusetts legislature which would likewise affect those of our clients who are facing the financial consequences of a long-term care placement for a loved one. Fortunately in Massachusetts, although we have a Republican governor, the Great and General Court (Legislature) is dominated by Democrats who are far less likely to enact draconian cuts to our present levels of support. It is the intention of the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys to reintroduce several bills which did not pass in the last legislative session. We also have some extremely important cases making their way to the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts affecting-in particular-the use of trusts to protect assets. Again-stay-tuned.
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