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I’ve been working with the White Pony Express 
since it began seven years ago, when my closest 
friend Mary Brooks, who was the executive direc-
tor, got me involved. The organization, founded by 
Dr. Carol Weyland Conner and based in Contra Costa 
County, Calif., started as a food rescue operation picking up fresh surplus food 
and delivering it to those in need. In 2014 they expanded to include the White 

Pony General Store, where clothing, toys and books are freely distributed 
through mobile boutiques. The charitable organization has distributed over 
500,000 items and over 12 million lbs. of food. When the pandemic hit, I 
began sewing masks and selling them to help raise money and supply the 
staff and volunteers with needed protection. I’ve sat with people who have 
lost their homes and have no food to eat—once you experience that 
human-to-human exchange, it changes you and makes you want to do 
everything in your power to help. —R e p o r t e d  B y  M I A  M c N I E C E

Engagements
Bachelor season 21’s 
Vanessa Grimaldi, 32, who 
took home the final rose in 
Nick Viall’s season before 
they ended their engage-
ment five months after the 
finale aired, is engaged to 
Canadian businessman 
Josh Wolfe, 35. “Josh is the 
first person I am with 
where I am at complete 
ease and where I never 
second-guessed his love for 
me. I’ve been ready to say, 
‘Yes!’ ” she tells People.  

•MMA and boxing star 
Conor McGregor, 32, 
announced his engagement 
to his longtime love, Dee 

Devlin, 33. The couple, who 
have been together since 
2008, share two children—
3-year-old son Conor Jack 

Jr. and daughter Croia, born 
in January 2019.

Wedding
Thomas van Straubenzee, 
38, a close friend of  
Prince William and Kate 

Middleton’s, married Lucy 

Lanigan-O’Keeffe, 32, in a 
quiet ceremony in late July. 
The couple are also report-
edly expecting their first 
child. Van Straubenzee  
is one of Princess Char-
lotte’s godfathers, while 
Lanigan-O’Keeffe is a 
senior teacher at Thomas’s 
Battersea school in London, 
which Prince George and 
Charlotte both attend.

Health
Actor Antonio Banderas 

revealed he spent his 60th 

birthday, on Aug. 10, 
in quarantine after 
testing positive for 
COVID-19. In a 
note shared  
in his native 
Spanish on Twitter, 
Banderas wrote he 
was “relatively fine, 
just a little bit more 
tired than usual and 
hoping that I will 
recover as soon as possible.” 

Deaths
Singer Frank Ocean’s 
18-year-old brother Ryan 

Breaux died in a single-car 
accident in Thousand 

Oaks, Calif., on Aug. 2. 

•Dirty Harry star Reni 

Santoni died at 81 after a  
long illness. The actor 
enjoyed a decades-long 
career with more than 100 
on screen credits, including 
playing “Poppie” on Seinfeld. 

B y  A L E  R U S S I A N

The Ghostbusters star is devoted  
to helping provide food and clothing 
to those in need

Annie Potts
Why 

I Care
P E R S O N A L 

S T O R I E S  A B O U T 

G I V I N G 

B A C K

For more information, go to whiteponyexpress.org

Happy
Birthday!

Robert Redford, 84
Aug. 18, 1936

Demi Lovato, 28
Aug. 20, 1992

Kristen Wiig, 47
Aug. 22, 1973

Ryan Breaux and 
Frank Ocean 

Vanessa Grimaldi 
and Josh Wolfe

Potts, 67, volunteering 
with the White Pony 

Express Cold Weather 
Clothing Program in 2018.

  August 24, 2020

passages

T
O

P
 R

IG
H

T
: C

H
A

R
L

E
S

 S
Y

K
E

S
/I

N
V

IS
IO

N
/A

P
/S

H
U

T
T

E
R

S
T

O
C

K
; B

O
T

T
O

M
 L

E
F

T
: K

A
T

E
 R

O
M

E
R

O
; I

N
S

E
T

: D
IC

K
 W

A
T

S
O

N

passages


