Kimberly (Kim) K. Rice is a seasoned food safety and quality leader whose career spans more than three decades across the food and protein industries. Known for her steady leadership, strategic mindset, and ability to bring order and clarity to complex operations, Kim has built a reputation for transforming organizations and strengthening the safety of the food supply from farm to fork.
Today, Kim serves as Vice President of Food Safety & Quality at Rose Acre Farms, where she oversees food safety programs, regulatory compliance, quality systems, and laboratory operations across a nationwide network of farms and facilities. Her work has modernized data systems, streamlined processes, and generated significant cost savings—all while ensuring the company meets some of the most rigorous federal safety requirements. Kim’s leadership and innovative solutions, especially during business interruptions, have further cemented her reputation as a calm, pragmatic problem‑solver.
Before joining Rose Acre Farms, Kim led food regulatory compliance and distribution food safety at US Foods, where she built a new regulatory team, strengthened FSMA compliance, and supported more than $200 million in new business through her work on the M&A team. Her earlier career includes technical, regulatory, and leadership roles at Zoetis, Keystone Foods, Crider, Conagra/Pilgrim’s Pride, the American Meat Institute, Jimmy Dean Foods, and others—experience that has given her a uniquely broad and practical perspective on food safety across production, processing, regulation, and distribution.
Kim holds a bachelor’s degree in Food Science/Animal Science from the University of Kentucky and maintains extensive professional certifications, including HACCP, Preventive Controls Lead Instructor, and Lean Six Sigma. Throughout her career, she’s been an active industry contributor, serving as Chair of the United Egg Producers Food Safety Committee, Vice Chair of the Poultry Industry Food Safety Council, and a member of the National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection.
A dedicated mentor and volunteer, Kim also lends her time to Warrior Canine Connection and serves on the Bourbon Women Board of Directors. With a blend of technical depth, operational insight, and people‑centered leadership, she is widely regarded as a trusted, forward‑thinking voice in the food safety community.

