
1995 NGO FORUM &FOURTH 
WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 

H uairou, China was the "hap
pening" place to be this past 

September. If you are a women's 
rights activist, it was . 

For ten days, more than 30,000 
women (and some men) from all 
over the globe met in this tourist 
city about an hour's drive from 
Beijing for the Nongovernmen
tal Organizations (NGO) Forum, 
parallel to the United Nations 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women (FWCW). We met to dis
cuss the state of the world and 
the state of women in the world, 
to share strategies, and to make 
plans for future action. 

By Judith Armatta 

In addition to plenary sessions trans- the People's Republic?!). The First UN 
lated into five languages, over 5,000 Conference on Women was held in 
workshops were offered, more than 1975 in Mexico City, while the NGO 
40 demonstrations occurred, 16 forums began later as a way for 
evening cultural events were pre- grassrootsfeminists to mf1uence t e 
sented, and a Tribunal on Crimes official governmental conferences. 
Against Women held a full day of Initially, I understand, the NGOs 
hearings. That's over and above the weren't much welcome. In Beijing, 
unscheduled, casual contacts and however, NGOs were given formal 
exchanges of information that took access to the FWCW, allowed to par-
place, like the one I had with an at- ticipate in lobbying efforts, and per-
torney from Nigeria who works to mitted to address the conferees (on a 
change conditions for widows. In selective basis, however) . 
Nigeria and many other countries, The result of the official conference 
widows have no right to inherit or was the Final Platform for Action, a 
own property, are often left destitute, 150-page document that reflects in-
and always are dependent on male ternational agreement on necessary 
relatives for continued survival. strategies for appreciably raising 

The NGO Forum preceded and women's status worldwide by the year 
overlapped with the FWCW, held in 2000. The document identifies 12 
more sumptuous surroundings in critical areas of concern: 
Beijing (What? Class distinctions in • Poverty: Women are 70 percent 
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of the 1 billion people who live in 
"abject poverty." 

• Education: Women make up two
thirds of the world's illiterates. 

• Health Care: About 500 women 
die each day from unsafe abortions, 
while 1,370 die daily from avoidable 
causes related to uncontrolled fertil
ity, com pi ications of pregnancy, and 
childbirth. Women are twice as likely 
to be infected with the AIDS virus 
and an estimated 4 million women 
will die from AIDS by the year 2000. 

• Violence: One hundred million 
women are "missing" due to female 

infanticide, sex-selective abor
tion, son preference in food, 
health care, and resources . 
Women who should be alive 
have also been lost due to death 
from domestic violence (15,000 
women are killed each year in 
Russia by intimate partners), "tra
ditional" practices such as dowry 
murder, and complications from 
genital mutilation and early preg
nancy in forced child marriages. 
Millions of women are sold into 
sexual slavery within and across 
borders. 

• Effects of Armed Conflict: 
Systematic mass rape and forced 

impregnation have been used as offi
cial weapons of war in Bosnia, 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, Haiti, 
Liberia, Peru, Somalia, and Uganda. 
About three-fourths of the world's 20 
million (low estimate) refugees are 
women. 

• Economics: Women perform $11 
trillion of unwaged work and are over
represented in marginal sectors of the 
economy. 

• Decision-Making Power: Ten per
cent of the world's formal political 
leaders are women. 

• Insufficient Mechanisms to Pro
mote Women's Advancement: Offi
cial efforts to support the advancement 
of women are often marginalized and 
underfunded. 

• Human Rights: Women's issues 
and concerns are often considered 
private and therefore not amenable 
to state protection. 

• Media and Communication: 
Women's sexuality is commodified in 
a global marketplace. 

• The Environment: Women are 
clustered in marginal sectors of the 
economy, where they are more fre
quently exposed to environmental 
hazards. 

• Discrimination Against the Girl 
Child: In many cultures, girls are taken 
out of school to assist the family, de
nying them the chance for future eco
nomic independence they might have 
if they could obtain education. 




