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Why We Give to
Woodmont
BY ALE X RY ERSON

When Polly and I moved to Nashville from New
York in 2016, one of the first things we looked for
was a new church home. We were looking for
a welcoming, vibrant, church community where
we could “breathe in” and take advantage of all
the church had to offer as well as “breathe out”
where we could give back to the church and the
Nashville community. Upon the recommendation of Bill and Dixie
Maggart, we visited Woodmont and have never looked back. Our
children are always excited to come to church and participate in family
ministries, we participate in a life group where we have wonderful
fellowship with other members of Woodmont, and we grow spiritually
as we listen to the lessons from the pulpit on Sundays.
During this incredibly difficult 2020, Woodmont’s financial collections
have fallen short of expectations and thus Woodmont needs our
support much more than expected. Even though we aren’t attending
church in person each week, giving to the church has never been
more important than now. The church is still our foundation and is
still working wonders in our community during this difficult time.
During this uncertain time, one thing that does remain constant and
unchanging is Woodmont and the good it brings to our lives and the
lives of those touched by its ministries.
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M I N I S T E R I A L S TA F F

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care
Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation
Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care

P R O G R A M S TA F F

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge
Jenny Simmons • Youth Ministry Coordinator
Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director
Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director In Residence
Anne Mitchell • Parish Visitor

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Dr. Tom Gormley • Capital Project Representative
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager
Cliff Browning • Facility & Property Maintenance
Steven Austin • Facility & Property Maintenance
Cortney Akridge • Facility & Property Maintenance

For the most up-to-date information, download
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app.
Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.
3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563
www.woodmontchristian.org
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New Fall Sermon Series: ”Common Ground“
BY CLAY STAUFFER

On Sunday, September 13th, I will
begin a new fall sermon series
called “Common Ground: Unity
in a Polarized World”. We will be
studying Jesus’ most famous set of
teachings known as The Sermon on
the Mount (Matthew chapters 5-7).

people inland. It goes on and on,
and I think it is very harmful.”
Social media only fuels the flames.
Brooks acknowledges that we did
not get to this place overnight,
but we are aware that our public
discourse is far from healthy.

As you know, this is a challenging
text. The bar is high. Jesus is very
concerned with our hearts, motives,
and our intentions.
Since its inception, the Christian
Church (DOC) has always been
about unity. It is our polar star. We
are a movement for wholeness in a
fragmented world. We believe that
which unites us is greater than that
which divides us. We believe in a
“big tent” approach to Christianity
where people of all different faith
backgrounds,
denominations,
politics, and ideologies are welcome
and are united by the love of Christ.
This always gets tested during a
heated election season. However,
we can quickly forget to focus on the
many things that unite us. Instead,
we dwell on what divides us.
People do not see eye to eye on
many different issues – taxes,
immigration, health care, abortion,
war – just to name a few. Still, we
are called to love each other, respect
each other, listen to each other, and
be the church.
I am teaching a class at Vanderbilt
this fall called “Faith, Politics, and
Polarization in American Culture.”
In the class and here at church, I
am recommending Arthur Brooks’
excellent book titled “Love Your

How can Christians be a part of the
solution? How can we tone down
the divisive rhetoric? One of the
answers is to focus more on Christ
and his teachings.

Enemies: How Decent People Can
Save America from the Culture of
Contempt.” This book is very timely
and relevant for this election season.
Brooks’ main thesis is that we
now live in a culture of contempt
and outrage that is toxic and
unhealthy. Social scientists define
contempt as, “anger mixed with
disgust.” According to Brooks,
“Contempt makes you unhappy,
unhealthy, and unattractive even
to those who agree with you.
Hating others is associated with
depression. Contempt will wreck
your relationships and harm your
health. It is a dangerous vice, like
smoking or drinking too much.”
He says, “There’s been a denigration
of respect in the dialogue of this
country. It’s always us verses
them...Republicans
thinking
they’re better than Democrats.
Democrats thinking they’re better
than Republicans. People from the
coast thinking they are better than
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For Arthur Brooks, the antidote
is warm-heartedness and love,
principles that lie at the heart of
the world’s great religions. And
not just love for those with whom
we agree, but love for those with
whom we disagree. That’s what is
lacking in this culture. We have
reached a point where people fear
and demonize anybody who does
not see the world, politics, or social
issues the same way they do. We
need solutions for addressing this.
I believe that Jesus gives us a
formula for dealing with this in the
Sermon on the Mount. Politics does
not define us, red or blue, right or
left. Our faith in Jesus Christ does.
I encourage you to join me this
fall in studying the Sermon on the
Mount and in reading this excellent
book by Arthur Brooks. Together,
we can make a difference in this
culture.

Peace In A Paradox
BY FARRELL MASON

Days pass when I forget the mystery.
Problems insoluble and problems offering their own ignored solutions
Jostle for my attention;
They crowd my antechamber along with a host of diversions, my courtiers, wearing their colored clothes; caps and bells.
And then,
once more the quiet mystery is present to me,
the throng clamor recedes:
the mystery that there is anything, anything at all,
let alone cosmos, joy, memory, everything, rather than void:
And that, O Lord, Creator, Hallowed One, You still,
Hour by hour sustain it.
Denise Levertov’s poem resonates with me. I don’t think I’m alone in confessing that my “antechamber” feels crowded
of late; worry, fear, and doubt can easily command my inner room. Finding peace feels more like a pipe dream than
a sustainable reality in the face of the endless pandemic, tornadoes, forest fires and hurricanes; the despair of cancer
everywhere; the glaring cultural “meanness” revealed in the current political race and Civil Rights movement, the
plain ordinary challenges of being a human (parent, spouse, friend, a person of consequence and contributor of
goodness in the world). And yet, what the world, my husband, children, work colleagues, friends and strangers need
right now is for me, you, everyone to radiate peace.
So how do you and I find peace in this topsy turvy, fragile, at times heart-breaking, surprisingly wondrous and holy existence?
Ironically, to find peace does not mean extracting yourself from reality. Exactly opposite! If you still have the breath
of God in you, it is both an honor and obligation to participate; to endeavor the fullest life possible, despite life’s
challenging circumstances. In the words of Goethe, “I don’t want to be only a troubled guest on the dark earth.” No! I
am divinely-charged to make this earthly adventure unforgettable!
There is an art to living peacefully in the paradoxes---where joy and suffering, death and life share the same breath; as
do fear and hope, doubt and faith. We must as the Franciscan priest, Richard Rohr encourages, “be still and moving.”
But what a great challenge!
Peace begins when we ground our material existence in a spiritual reality. Whether we realize it or not, our soul is
tethered to an immovable and unshakeable anchor. God is with us first breath to last, working in every millisecond
to make sure love has the last word in our story. At a cellular level, we must be convinced that we are more than
expirable flesh, bone, emotion. We are of God, and God is of us. The truth is we are a soul with no end. This human
experience is but one of infinite adventures promised the soul.
We have to do the daily interior and exterior work necessary to “abide in God, and God abide in us,” which is really what
peace is all about. If you can’t locate the peace within, you will never find it outside you. Following Jesus’ example, we
have to actively make possible for ourselves regular inner silence. He regularly stepped away from the “clamor” to ground
his center and commune with God. This can be accomplished in a myriad of ways from prayer and meditation, quiet time
in nature, and the deep nourishment found in communion with scripture, poetry and art. Magnets we must become to
any medium or experience that reveals the truth that God is always shining through the darkness.
Just as important is a commitment to embrace and be embraced by a community of love, hope and faith. We reflect
and receive peace from one another. Thank God for Woodmont! Regular gratitude is a window whereby peace finds a
sure way in. Before we step into a new day, we count our blessings. Ultimately, peace is determined by a metaphysical
trust. As Thomas Berry proclaimed, “We must feel that we are supported by that same power that brought the Earth
into being, that power that spun the galaxies into space, that tilt the sun and brought the moon into orbit.” Deep and
abiding peace at its most powerful requires a secret surrendering of all that we are and love, our present and future
to the Hallowed One. At our heart’s center, we have to believe God’s promise: Ultimately, all will be well. The reward
is an inner freedom to experience the mystery, the pinch-yourself marvelous, the resilience within, the profundity of
love —the fullness of our humanity and divinity.
Have a blessed week,
-Farrell
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Tribulation & Good Cheer
BY ROY STAUFFER

As my Sunday School classes have
been studying John’s gospel, we’ve
seen repeatedly in this Fourth
Gospel how Jesus tells potential
disciples to make sure they know
what they’re getting into before they
decide to follow Him. And it’s not
only in John’s gospel where Jesus
says this but in the other gospels
as well. Luke 14:25-33 is a very
intentional and powerful passage
about counting the cost before you
say you want to be a Christian.
Back again in John’s gospel, chapter
16 tells us of Jesus’ final instructions
to his disciples the night before He
was crucified. He specifically tells
them that what lies ahead will
not be easy for them. Just as they
persecuted Jesus and finally killed
Him, so He says they will persecute
His disciples. And the early history
of first century Christianity clearly
shows this to be true. In fact, ten of
the original twelve disciples were
killed (martyred) by the enemies of
the faith.
So Jesus says very clearly in John
16:33: “I have said this to you, that
in me you may have peace. In
the world you have tribulation,
but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”
Tribulation and good cheer, this is
what being a Christian is all about.
The world causes our tribulation,
but Jesus gives us our good cheer,
strength, courage, hope, and
inspiration to overcome it.
Now I doubt that those of us who
are Christians in the USA will ever
face persecution and even death

like so many other Christians
around the world do face today. But
we will, and do, face our trials and
tribulations because that’s what life
is all about.
I don’t know where some people get
the idea that if they will just become
a Christian, all their troubles in life
will go away. They certainly don’t
get that from the Bible. And Jesus,
as we’ve shown, stated quite the
opposite of that. Our tribulations
come in many forms, but our good
cheer comes from only one source –
the Lord. But the question is: Do we
find good cheer in the midst of our
tribulation?
Right now we’re going through
one of the worst times of trial and
tribulation we’ve known in our
lifetime – the Covid Pandemic and
social distancing, political turmoil
and polarizations, racial struggles
and demonstrations, anarchy and
violence in our streets, and all this
coming on the heels of a destructive
tornado here in Nashville that many
people still haven’t recovered from.
Have you found good cheer in the
midst of all this?
The church I served in Memphis for
35 years was founded in 1843, one
hundred years before Woodmont
was founded. One of the proudest,
and yet most difficult, periods
in that church’s history was the
Yellow Fever epidemic of 1878.
The Yellow Fever epidemic had
many waves, but the worst was in
1878. Memphis had a population of
50,000. Thirty thousand people fled
the city. Of those who stayed, 17,000
caught the virus and 5,150 died. But
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the members of that church stayed
to witness their Christian faith by
caring for the victims of the Yellow
Fever. It was a terribly hard time
but those who stayed faithful to
the Lord’s mission of caring for
others truly experienced the “good
cheer” and I would say “deep joy”
(not happiness, but joy) which Jesus
promised his true followers.
Our country went through an
even worse epidemic in 1918 with
the Spanish Flu. It closed schools,
churches, theatres, and banned
public gatherings. It lasted two
years, infected one-third of the
world’s population, killed 40-50
million people worldwide, and
675,000 in the USA (compared to
170,000 with the Coronavirus so
far).
The point is: life is full of trouble. We
all have our problems, individually
and together. But are we going to be
overcome by the world’s tribulation?
Or are we going to find the good
cheer,
strength,
hope
and
inspiration we need to deal with it,
and overcome it? It’s a good time
to ask yourself that question right
now as all of us are growing weary,
and many discouraged, by the
tribulation of this Coronavirus
Pandemic. But I hope and pray that
in the midst of the struggle you will
know exactly what Jesus meant
when He said, “In the world you
will have tribulation, but be of
good cheer for I have overcome
the world.”

Never Alone

Woodmont In Action

B Y JENNY S IMMONS
As I write this, hurricane Laura has decimated parts
of Louisiana, Jacob Blake has been shot seven times,
protests persist, our political climate is an echo
chamber of blame and cynicism, children in Nashville
public schools have not stepped foot into a school
building in over 170 days, Coronavirus lingers in the
air and so many of us are aching to give a simple hug
or sit in a church pew and sing our hearts out.
Will we ever sing quietly again?

On Friday, Aug., 28, Woodmont members Alan
Sowell, Susan Batson, Deb and Steve LaForge left
for Louisiana to help with hurricane Laura relief.
They plan to be there up to two weeks till relief
teams come in. Please keep them as well as those
affected by Laura in your prayers.
For more information about about serving
opportunities contact Steve LaForge at
steve@woodmontcc.org

When this pandemic is over, I’ll be standing in the
parking lot giving hugs to ANY human that walks by
me. You’ve been warned.
There’s more.
Friends fighting cancer, marriages falling apart,
financial stress, isolation and loneliness, and the
myriad of life’s other painful complexities. I want God
to make it all better, but there is no quick fix or easy
cure or world made right, right away. But there is this:
if you are feeling weight of this season in your body
and soul, you are not alone. If you are weary, you are
not alone. If you are poor in spirit, you are not alone. If
you are exhausted, you are not alone. If you are angry,
you are not alone. If you are ______(whatever you are)
you are not alone.
Jesus was a man acquainted with suffering—so you
are not alone. There is peace to be found in the spaces
that come with no easy answers or roadmaps. There
is divine companionship in the chaos. Presence in the
pain. And peace like a river that wraps us up and holds
us steady. Even in the middle of a hurricane.

WOODMONT MEMBERS IN LOUISIANA PROVIDING
HURRICANE LAURA RELIEF ON FRIDAY, AUG. 28.

Stephen Ministry spotlight: Maryanne McWhirter
Family: Terrell (husband) and Anne Blair (11-monthold daughter). Plus two dogs, Etta and Hank.
Occupation: Inbound Marketing and Sales Consultant
Hobbies: “Learning to garden, walking the
neighborhood, and cheering on the Auburn tigers!”
Favorite vacation spot: “The beach! Any beach!”
Years as a Stephen Minister: Began in Fall of 2018
Favorite part of serving as a Stephen Minister:

“The relationships I am building and connections i
form with others.”
Favorite Bible Verse: “Be joyful in hope, patient in
trouble and prayerful always.” - Romans 12:12
Interesting fact about you: “I met my husband
through mutual friends post college but our moms
went to high school together and dads grew up across
the street!”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Zoom event tonight, Sept. 1: YP &
Couples welcome Steven Young

Tuesday, Sept. 1st — at a NEW time of 7:30pm — Join the YP &
Couples group on Zoom as we welcome Steven Young, founder
of Home Street Home Ministries. He will share his personal
story of homelessness, the power of one, and debunk common
misconceptions about homelessness. He will also help us understand
what actions we can take to be most helpful for our homeless friends
in Nashville. The Zoom link is https://zoom.us/j/99226556275

Volunteers Needed to help
struggling Nashville school children

Volunteers are desperately needed for the Wednesday Second Harvest
Food Box Distributions at select Metro Public Schools. This program
provides food boxes for families of children formerly served by the free
lunch program. They are unsure if they can continue this program if they
do not have enough consistent volunteers. At many sites, this activity
is entirely outdoors. You can learn more or sign up for any Wednesday
here: https://bit.ly/HandsOnNashvilleVolunteerSignUp
2. Outdoor Virtual Help Centers. They need four volunteers at each
site to assist families and students in navigating online learning. You
can sign up here: http://bit.ly/MNPSHelpCenter

PRAYERS FOR OUR
CHURCH FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Lucy Meadors & Noland Moorer
who were married at Woodmont on
Aug. 22.
SYMPATHY TO:
• Robert & Jean Ramsey & their
daughter, Elizabeth, on the death
of their son in law and Elizabeth’s
husband, Mike Hines on Aug. 30
in Boston, MA. Mike had been in
the hospital for 12 days with acute
pancreatitis. He was 36.
NEW CONCERNS:
• Katy Wright, daughter of Michael
and Amy Wright.
• Martha Duff will be having rotator
cuff surgery soon and probably neck
surgery sometime around Christmas.
CONTINUING CONCERNS:
• Susan Batson, Deb LaForge, Steve
LaForge, & Alan Sowell with Hope
Force International, Lake Charles LA
• Laura Hobson
• Lyle Lankford
• Ginger May
• The Mike Miller family
• Billy Pirtle
• Tallu Quinn - https://www.
caringbridge.org/visit/talluquinn
• Virginia Rippee - NHC at the Trace
• David Weatherman

(*RSVP for sanctuary service at woodmontchristian.org)

FAMILY/FRIENDS OF MEMBERS:
• Peggy Burrahm’s brother, Eugene
Burrahm -multiple myeloma
• Phillip Smith - (WCC Sound Tech) hip replacement - at home
• Kimmy Bennett’s mother-in-law,
Arline Bennett - Malta, Ohio
• LuAnn Brent’s brother-in-law, Earl
• Milroy in Pine Bluff, AR
• Ashley Krieg Byrd’s mother-in-law,
• Barbara Byrd - at Ashley’s home
• Bill Heyne’s mother, Edie
Holmstrom (90 yrs) in Ohio - chemo

SERMON: “MAKING A HOLE IN THE CEILING”
SERIES: “SIMPLY JESUS”
PREACHER: REV. CHRIS COX
SCRIPTURE: LUKE 5:17-26

OUR ELDERS ASK
YOU TO JOIN THEM
IN PRAYER

- THIS SUNDAY, SEPT. 6 YOUTUBE SERVICE 7:00 A.M.
DRIVE-IN SERVICE 9:00 A.M.
SANCTUARY SERVICE 10:30 A.M.*

GIVING

AUGUST 9: $42,771
AUGUST 16: $41,637
AUGUST 23: $44,685
AUGUST 30: $91,053
6
THEpgS7P IRE

1. To address and resolve the unrest
in our country.
2. To protect and provide strength,
courage, and hope to all affected by
and assisting in recovery from the
hurricanes and wildfires.
3. For the Holy Spirit to work in each
of our lives as we seek to live humbly
and peacefully one day at a time.
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