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Congregational Meeting & Election is Sunday, 
June 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

We will elect leadership nominees as well as approve the 
budget for 2018-2019.  The 2018 Nominee Slate booklet is 

available in the Narthex & Gathering Hall.

Installation of newly elected leaders is Sunday,
June 24 at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

MARCH 19, 2019



pg 2

For the most up-to-date information, download 
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app. 

Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.

Woodmont Christian Church
3601 Hillsboro Pike

Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563

www.woodmontchristian.org 

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister 
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care

Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation

 Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care 

M I N I S T E R I A L  S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Alissa Lindemann • A/V Engineer
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant

Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant

Dr. Tom Gormley • Capital Project Representative
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager

Cliff Browning • Facility & Property Maintenance
Steven Austin • Facility & Property Maintenance

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director 

Katie Sheridan-Gossage • Assistant Youth Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge 

Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director 

Stephen Daniel King • Worship Leader, The Bridge
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director

Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator    
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director In Residence

P R O G R A M  S TA F F

S U P P O R T  S TA F F

MARRIAGE & COUPLES
ENRICHMENT WITH
DR. KEVIN ROBERTS

Couples in all stages of their relationship are encouraged 
to join Dr. Kevin Roberts in a 4-week series focused on 
enriching your relationship!

This is a church-wide event with each session beginning at
6 PM and ending at 7:30 PM.  The price is $45 per couple and 
registration includes dinner at 5:30 PM. Childcare is available.

No matter where you find yourself on the relationship 
journey, you are invited to learn and laugh together while 
devoting intentional energy to the most cherished, but often 
ignored, component of our lives: the relationships we do life 
with every day. 

  APRIL 24:  

MAY 1: 

MAY 8: 

MAY 15: 

Your Family System - what is it? 
And why does it matter?
 
Why are you in relationship? What 
are root reasons and contextual 
variables that compel and affect 
you and your relationships? 
 
“No, really, it’s me.” Taking 
responsibility for your health in a 
relationship.
 
Be healthy. 

Kevin Roberts is a husband, father, and ordained minister. 
Over the past 30 years, he has pastored congregations in 
Texas, Kentucky, and South Carolina. Native Nashvillians, 
Kevin and his wife Alyson recently relocated back to the city 
after a twenty-one year absence. His company, VOW, offers 
wedding officiant and marriage planning services to all. 
 
Overview and objectives:
   • Understanding our Family System
   • Why marry?
   • Hebrew and Christian narratives of marriage
   • Emotional, Physical, Spiritual, Financial relationships  
    • Knowing our differentiated selves
   • Self-empathy; No blaming

Register at woodmontchristian.org/enrichment

FOUR WEDNESDAY EVENINGS IN A ROW 

www.woodmontchristian.org
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Walking With
by Chris Cox

Last week, we went to visit my wife’s family in 
New Jersey and we took the opportunity to go 
into New York City for a couple of days. Our two 
young sons have never been to the Big Apple. 
We were a little apprehensive about how they 
would navigate the massive city. For the most 
part, they did relatively well, but I have never 
been more aware of how much of a conscious 
effort it is to walk with my children. 

My main job in New York was navigation. I needed 
to get us all to the right subway stops and board 
us on the right trains. I was the one who needed 
to figure out the best route from Rockefeller 
Center to the Natural History Museum. I love this 
job. It’s like a giant interactive puzzle. But when 
I’m in this mode, I am very A to B. I’m a laser 
beam focused on where I think we should be 
going, which makes it hard for people who are 
with me. Especially when there is a great height 
disparity. 

I’m a little over six feet tall. My wife E.A. is about 
a foot shorter than me and I had to learn how to 
walk with her when we started dating. Jim and 
Liam are another foot shorter than her. I would 
take about 3 steps in A to B mode and be 10 
feet ahead of them. Then I would realize I was 
leaving them behind, slow down for a step, pivot 
back, wait, go forward again, and repeat. It was 
like I was doing this weird halting waltz all over 
the island of Manhattan. I had to actively remind 
myself how to be with my family, which was the 
whole point of this trip.

I believe many of us get into A to B mode during 
our everyday lives. We become laser focused on 
the myriad of tasks that are before us and we can 
easily leave others behind; be it friends, family, 
children, spouses, or just the people we see 
each day. Many times we are not leaving people 
in the dust on purpose. We’re just so focused 
that we forget how to walk with others. It takes 
a conscious effort sometimes to be present, to 
remind ourselves, “Oh yeah, I need to be with 
this person in the moment.”

What is true in our relationships is often true 
in our relationship with God as well. It’s odd to 
think about leaving God in the dust, but we do 
it. Micah 6:8 is a well-known reminder that what 
is required of us is that we act justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God. Doing that takes a 
conscious effort. It means setting aside time to 
be with God and being intentional about our 
thoughts and actions.

My encouragement to you is to mind your pace. 
You are going to be busy and have many tasks to 
complete. That is okay. But make sure that you 
are being intentional about walking with others 
and with God. Slow down. Be present. Be with 
those who love you.

 
 

Come celebrate with our family as we dedicate  
and cut the ribbon on our new home! 

 

 
Qais and Fahima building their house! 

 
We would love for you to join us and tour our new home. 
  It is because of you, our sponsors and volunteers, that  

our dream of homeownership is becoming a reality! 
 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 
2:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

 
Special remarks by Mayor David Briley at 2:00 p.m.! 

 
Volunteers and family members of all ages welcome! 

Free lunch provided by Hunt Brothers Pizza 

 
Park Preserve Neighborhood 
Using a GPS enter 4185 Polk Forest Circle 

Habitat Dedication
Join Woodmont’s Habitat family March 31
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Colon Cancer Coalition 5k
March 9, 2019 • Photos by Steve Lowry

Why Become a 
Church Member?

by Anne-Marie Farmer

One of the best parts of my job is getting to know 
people who have recently become members of 
our church family.  The energy and enthusiasm 
that new members have is contagious.  For 
some, though, official church membership can 
seem like a giant leap, and they wonder - what 
difference does it make if I’m a member or not?

We are blessed to be part of a church family that 
wants everyone to participate, and our church 
does not require membership for worship or 
small group participation, for communion, or 
for any of our programming.  However, if you 
call Woodmont your church home and have 
not become a church member, there are some 
reasons you should consider doing so.

A church relies on its members in order to 
remain strong and vibrant.  Members buy into 
the mission and vision of the church in a very 
intentional way and become advocates for it 
and its endeavors.  When you make the decision 
to be a member, you express your commitment 
to doing the work of building this fellowship, 
and you signal to the larger community that 
what happens here is important to you.  You 
don’t have to volunteer for church leadership 
if you join the church, but in a member-
led congregational structure, we elect our 
leadership from the pool of church members, 
and service in leadership can be a rewarding 
and worthwhile experience.

Becoming a church member is quite easy – all 
that it involves is an affirmation of your belief in 
Jesus Christ and your desire to seek him as part 
of this community.  If you’d like to learn more 
or to become a member, I’m here to help you 
do that.  There is no pressure to take this step, 
and whether you are an official church member 
or not, we are glad to have you as part of our 
church family as we strive to grow stronger 
together in our love for God and for each other!
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“You Need Firm!”
by Andra Moran

Saturday night, I went out for sushi with my 
bandmates.  At the end of the meal, the restaurant 
owner, a plump mid-70s Japanese woman in a 
flowered dress, came to our table with the bill. 
She looked closely at me, sighed, and poked my 
cheek with her index finger.  “You need firm!” 
she announced, and turned immediately on her 
heel, and walked away. Moments later she was 
back pressing a package containing a seaweed 
face mask with all the instructions written in 
Japanese. “Do it! Do it tonight! No wait!” she 
commanded. 

My bandmates, all men, looked awkwardly at 
their feet as she hustled off.  Finally, one spoke 
up haltingly, “You don’t really look old. She was 
just trying to be helpful. It’s cultural, I think. I 
mean, your skin looks pretty nice.”  

Humph. 

About 30 minutes later, I got a nasty paper cut 
from a sheet of music, drops of blood from my 
fingertip dotting the page like notes. 

Nothing quite like the ego double whammy of 
being reminded your skin is aging and realizing 
you can get taken down by an innocuous looking 
sheet of paper… Well, nothing except maybe 
Lent. 

If it’s anything, Lent is the reminder that we are all 
finite in our earthly form. Our time here is limited. 
We don’t have all the time in the world, despite 
the fact that we often live as though we do. 

I’ve read Bertrand Russell and Marthe Troly-Curtin. 
They both assert that the time you enjoy wasting 
is not wasted time— but how could they have 
imagined the modern life in which Facebook can 
suck you into a vortex of mindlessly scrolling the 
spring break photos of people you barely know? 

Recently, the world lost a brilliant poet, Mary 
Oliver, who wrote, “Tell me, what is it you plan to 
do with your one wild and precious life?”  Well, 
if I started each morning with those words, my 
calendar might look a little different— however, I 
still would be out of milk, and need to run to the 
grocery store and stain treat my daughter’s tiny 
sweater, and finish up my taxes, so… 

Perhaps the most diligent Lenten practice is 
simply to make time daily to notice.  Notice 
how you feel, and investigate why. Notice the 
condition of the lives of those around you, and 
the state of the world. During your prayer time, 
be intentional about noticing the sensation in 
your body, your spirit, and what you observe 
around you. 

Noticing is a way of listening for God’s voice all the 
time, particularly in this wilderness season. The 
step that follows noticing is of course, response. 

In our wild and precious lives, time is a finite 
resource, and God calls us to make the most of 
it.  To do justice, to love kindness and to humbly 
walk with God— that’s living in sync with Christ, 
and making good use of the gift of Life that we 
have been given.
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THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, MARCH 24
9:30 a.m. Informal Worship, Sanctuary 

9:45 a.m. The Bridge Worship, Drowota Hall
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

2:30 p.m. Youth Group to Alameda 
5:00 p.m. Jubilation Rehearsal, Choir Room

5:45 p.m. Deeper Bible Study, Campbell West

MONDAY, MARCH 25
10:00 a.m. The Baby Bunch, Nursery

3:00 p.m. Geezers, Boardroom 

TUESDAY, MARCH 26
9:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Group, C.S.

12:00 p.m. G.E.M.S. Luncheon, Room 105
6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal, Choir Room 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
6:15 a.m. Men’s Small Group, Room 100

7:00 a.m. “Original” Men’s Bible Study, Rm. 105
7:00 a.m. Younger Men’s Bible Study, Boardroom

5:30 p.m. Grace Notes, Kids Commons
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, D.H.

MENU: Pulled Pork Carnitas • Flour and Corn 
Soft Shell Tortillas • Sour Cream, Salsa, Cheddar, 
Cilantro, Lime Wedges • Salad with field greens, 

tomato, red onion, cheddar, and fried tortilla strips.
6:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

6:15 p.m. DivorceCare, Bay Room
6:15 p.m. Holy Yoga, Room 100

6:15 p.m. Young Adults Lent Bible Study, Rm. 107
6:15 p.m. Waiting In Hope, Campbell West

6:15 p.m. “Living Fully,  All The Way Through” 
with Dr. Ben Curtis & Dr. Judy Skeen, Room 105
6:15 p.m. “Intro To The Bible” with Roy Stauffer, 

Room 200

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
Room In The Inn, South Hall

“Following the Radical Jesus 
in a Polarized World”

Wednesdays, April 3 & 10 • 6:15 PM • Drowota Hall
A two-part conversation on identity, 
idolatry, theology, & discipleship with 
Dr. Paul Lim of Vanderbilt.

 
As trite and tragic as it is to say it, we are 
living in an unprecedentedly polarized 
– and further polarizing – society in 
America. The Left blames the ignorance 
and prejudice of the Right. The Right 
returns the favor by assigning most, if 
not all, of the blame to the loosening of 

morals from the 1960s and beyond to the Left. The score 
is 0:0 and yet both sides are losing! 

Christians from both parties, especially from the extreme 
ends of the respective ideological, cultural spectrum, are 
often surprised to learn that there are genuine Christ-
followers on both sides of the “aisle.” How do we meaningfully 
carve out, create, and sustain spaces where both sides 
are committed to the ideal-and-reality of mutual learning, 
forbearance and transformation? Put differently, how do we 
speak meaningfully about politics of religion in contemporary 
America, with particular emphases on identity, idolatry, and 
discipleship through the language of theology? 

For these two sessions, we will – try our best to – suspend 
judgment about the “Other,” whoever they may be, 
wherever they may be located, and engage in a conversation 
about imagining life, religion, politics, geography from the 
eyes of the other. Undergirding this two-part conversation 
is Professor Lim’s conviction that Jesus was neither liberal 
nor conservative, while being truly inclusive in the way his 
embodied Good News defined it. And in taking seriously 
what he had to say, we will walk away more encouraged 
and transformed Christ-followers.

Part 1 •  Wednesday, April 3: “Blessed are the Cheesemakers? 
Engaging the Sermon on the Mount again in the Era of 
Obama-Trump presidencies” 

Part 2 • Wednesday, April 10: “Following Christ Outside the 
City Gate: Reimagining the first-century Christian Political, 
Theological ‘Geography’”

Professor Paul C.H. Lim teaches at Vanderbilt University 
as an Associate Professor of the History of Christianity, 
Associate Professor of History, Religious Studies and Asian 
Studies. He is an award-winning historian with degrees 
from Yale (BA), Princeton Seminary (ThM) and Cambridge 
(PhD). His latest last book is Mystery Unveiled: The Crisis of 
the Trinity in Early Modern England. 
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Prayers for our church family:

SYMPATHY TO:
Billy Jean Pinson, and Leigh Sinks 

and family on the death of Maurice 
Pinson on March 16, 2019.  Visitation 
is scheduled (in WCC Gathering Hall)  
for Monday, March 25 from 3:30 pm 
- 6:00 pm., and on Tuesday, March 26 
from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm.  Services will 
be held Tuesday, March 26 at 3:00 pm 

at WCC.    

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
Charlie Biter 
LuAnn Brent
Isse Waddey

Jan Goans  
Adriane Kiley
Justin Leach 

Sheila Mathias
Cindy Million
Alan Nelson 

JoAnn Patterson
Robbie Richardson
Mary Lynn Skinner

Nick Small
Jeannie Taylor

Gary Thompson

FAMILY OF MEMBERS - CONCERNS:
Susan Hammonds-White’s brother, 
Glenn Hammonds -  California - at 
home recovering from removal of 

the right lobe of his liver and his gall 
bladder due to bile duct cancer.  He 
will be recovering at home for about 

a month; at that time decisions 
will be made as to a course of 

chemotherapy.  

Pam Groom’s father, Gary Jones -  in 
Louisville, KY - now at home

The elders invite you to join 
them in prayer: 

Offering thanks to our Lord who not 
only walks with us, but goes before 
us to prepare our paths, and who 
leads us in paths of righteousness.

May we grow in ever-consciousness 
of His loving presence.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March G.E.M.S. Meeting 

 Quilts and quilting are a passion 
for EA Cox, wife of Woodmont 

youth minister Chris Cox. She will 
be presenting on the topic of quilts 
at the upcoming GEMS luncheon, 

March 26.  Quilting has a long 
and storied tradition going back 
to Colonial America. Here’s your 

opportunity to bring a beloved quilt 
for show and tell at GEMS that we 

might gain a deeper appreciation for the beauty and artistry of quilts and 
the hands that make them.  Catered by Barley to Rise, the buffet lunch is 

$10 and reservations are required via the church office by March 22.

Lenten Challenge from Seekers Class 
If committed Bible study and prayer are disciplines you want to add or 
grow this Lenten season, then the Seekers are calling you! Come and 
share in our study of II Thessalonians which will conclude March 24th 

and then be followed beginning on March 31st by the letters to Timothy. 
We are exploring how Apostle Paul’s letters to the ancient churches are 

timeless and how they teach us to be better Christians, better leaders, both 
individually and collectively.  Coffee is hot at 8:15 AM and the discussion 

begins at 8:30 AM each Sunday morning in Room 105.

Dave Bryant of Heart for Africa to speak at 
next C.W.F. Meeting on April 2 

Heart for Africa is bringing hope to a tiny kingdom located 
within the northeast corner of South Africa.  Over 217 

babies and children under eight years of age call Project 
Canaan home and Heart for Africa has made a solemn 
promise to care for them until they reach adulthood. 
Nearly 300 men and women work on Project Canaan 

Farm and with Khutsala Artisans. 

   

FEBRUARY 24:
MARCH 3:

MARCH 10:
MARCH 17:

SUNDAY
SCHOOL:

416
381
369
306

ATTENDANCE:
974
856
884
720

OPERATING:
$49,872
$61,866 
$26,953
$42,371
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