
DECEMBER 1, 2020

T H I S  S U N D AY,  N O V. 8

Welcome new members! Child dedications

TONY BUESCHEN
CASEY & NEAL DYER 
WITH LIZA CAROL MALLOY

MEREDITH BRYSON 
STAUFFER, DAUGHTER 
OF JOHN & EMILIE  

MARGARET MOREL 
JORDAN, DAUGHTER 
OF ZACH & SARAH
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For the most up-to-date information, download 
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app. 

Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.

3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215

615.297.8563

www.woodmontchristian.org 

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister 
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care

Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation

 Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care 

M I N I S T E R I A L  S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant

Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant

Dr. Tom Gormley • Capital Project Representative
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager

Cliff Browning • Facility & Property Maintenance
Steven Austin • Facility & Property Maintenance

Cortney Akridge • Facility & Property Maintenance

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director 
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge 

Jenny Simmons •  Youth Ministry Coordinator
Martha Duff • Preschool Director

Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director 
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director

Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator    
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director In Residence

Anne Mitchell • Parish Visitor

P R O G R A M  S TA F F

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E  S TA F F

Decorating at the Quinns
Christian Womens’ Fellowship Circles 1, 2, and 4 with the blessings of 
Tallu and Robbie Quinn, and help from Deb and Steve LaForge gathered 
on a chilly afternoon to spread Christmas cheer outdoors at the home of 
long time Woodmont member, Tallu Schuyler Quinn. Tallu, Robbie and 
their children, Lulah and Thomas, enjoyed seeing the festive lights and 
holiday decorations brighten both their spirits and their front yard.

Experiencing the Christmas Blues?
 
The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful loneliness and 
emptiness for those who have suffered a loss or who are going through 
a difficult time. But help is available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready 
to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will listen, 
care, encourage, pray with and for you, and support you through the 
holidays and as long as your need persists. If you or someone you know 
is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with Sara 
Kate Hooper at allsk@aol.com
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Christmas: A Weary World Rejoices
BY CLAY STAUFFER

Advent is here, but we all know it 
will be different this year.  We are 
now offering TWO Sunday morning 
worship services in the sanctuary 
- 9:15 A.M. and 10:30 A.M.  This 
will allow us to continue our safety 
protocols and social distancing.  

We are still offering the pre-recorded 
service and we are livestreaming the 
9:15 service online.  Also, nursery and 
a very scaled back children’s Sunday 
School is now available up through 
second grade during the 9:15 service 
but you must RSVP to have a spot.  
Only nursery care is available at the 
10:30 service.  RSVPs allows us to 
maintain proper ratios and COVID 
safety protocols.  We are giving 
families the option to do what they 
are comfortable doing.  Clearly, there 
are diverse perspectives in our large 
congregation.  Church  consultant 
Susan Beaumont is encouraging us to 
“manage polarity” during this time. 

You may have noticed but as soon as 
November arrived, Christmas lights, 
trees, wreaths, and decorations 
started going up all over town.  It 
was as though society in general was 
clamoring, “We need Christmas, and 
we need it now!”  

To be honest, the extended season 
might become a trend that will stick.  
After everything that has happened 
this year, the pandemic, the loss of life, 
the shutdowns, the riots, the racial 
reckoning, the crazy politics, broken 
friendships, we need Christmas more 
than ever before.  

Is a socially distant Christmas even 
possible?  I guess we will found out.  

Besides the devastating loss of life, 
perhaps the saddest aspect of the 
pandemic is the fact that we are 
afraid to be around the people that 
we love and care for the most – our 
extended family, aging parents, and 
close friends.  We don’t want to get 
them sick and then carry that guilt.  
Yet, here’s the irony: Christmas has 
always been about being together 
with the people we love.  

Christmas is about family and friends.  
It’s about warmth and embrace, hope 
in the face of fear, peace in a world of 
chaos, joy in a time of emptiness.  The 
carols of old that we will sing in the 
coming weeks have beautiful verses 
that should carry special meaning 
this year.  Words like, “A thrill of hope, 
a weary world rejoices.  For yonder 
breaks, a new and glorious morn.”  
Or, “O come desire of nations bind, 
all people in one heart and mind.  Bid 
envy strife and quarrel cease.  Fill the 
whole world with heaven’s peace.”  

One of the great traditions of our 
church is Walk Thru Bethlehem 
where we recreate the ancient village 
of Bethlehem that way it was when 
Christ was born.  Thousands walk 
through every year, but not this year.  
It’s simply not safe to have it.  But 
when Phillips Brooks wrote the words 
to that famous carol “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem,” he said, “O hold child 
of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray.  
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born 

in us today.”  Remember these words: 
“And ye beneath life’s crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, who 
toil along the climbing way, with 
painful steps and slow.  Look now, for 
glad and golden hours come swiftly 
on the wing.  O rest beside the weary 
road, and hear the angles sing,” (It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear, 1849).  

Perhaps this year, we will pay closer 
attention to these beautiful carols 
because they will speak the truth 
like never before.  Our world is 
tired, exhausted, lonely, and hurting.  
Lives have been lost and grief is 
real for many.  Addiction is soaring 
and families are broken.  Christmas 
cannot come quickly enough.  But 
here’s the key: we have four full 
weeks to celebrate.  We have four full 
weeks to prepare and find hope for 
the hopeless, peace for the troubled, 
joy for broken hearted, and love for 
the lonely. 

Somebody once said, “If our greatest 
need had been information, God 
would have sent an educator.  If our 
greatest need had been technology, 
God would have sent us a scientist.  
If our greatest need had been money, 
God would have sent us an economist.  
But since our greatest need was 
forgiveness, so God sent us a savior.”  
As John writes so eloquently in the 
fourth gospel, “The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.”  Again this year, 
the darkness, whatever it is, cannot 
overcome it! 

Come tour our new addition!  Wednesdays, Dec. 9 & Dec. 16
We are now offering two dates to tour our new construction project!  Dec. 9 & Dec. 16, at 4:00, 4:30, or 5:00 PM. 

To book your tour, go to: woodmontchristian.org/tour
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”Emmanuel, God With Us!“ 
Advent Bible Study for

College Aged Young Adults
 BY MORIAH DOMBY PIRTLE

This advent season comes as a welcome package at the 
end of a very drawn out year! 

We’ve all shared global stresses, felt community strains 
and faced personal challenges. But during this time, we 
have also found ways to connect and reach out to each 
other at all cost, and that is such a sweet reflection of 
the way God breathes between the cracks to pour love 
into His children. 

Despite the barriers, built and perceived, amongst the 
murkiest muck, He wants to be with us through it all, no 
matter what. As He did when He sent His son to us, He 
does now, offering hope, peace, joy, and love. I’ve never 
wished for a gift like that more than I do this Christmas! 

If you are a young adult around college age, join us 
on Zoom every week this advent season starting this 
Wednesday, Dec.  2, at 6:00 P.M.  We will be diving into 
the Bible, talking about the way each of these gifts can 
be woven into our lives this season, and what it means 
to have God with us. I hope to see you there!

Questions?  Contact jubilation@woodmontcc.org

Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/96593165058?pwd=MnBkVEROb

k5LaDgwZHNlNVJtRnV4dz09

  Making Connections
BY ABBY MCLEAN

This year has looked everything but normal. I have spent 
months at home with my children this past spring and 
summer. I have spent many hours working from home 
when they have been virtually learning or at home due to 
quarantine. It has been hard and difficult to say the least. 

One positive that I have found, however, is the bonds and 
connections I have made with other Children’s Ministry 
Directors. Yes, in the middle of the pandemic, I have made 
connections and made new friends. As we have navigated 
how to safely reopen childcare and then Sunday school, 
I have been in continuous contact with staff from other 
churches. We’ve talked, laughed, prayed together and 
grieved what we are missing via phone conversations, 
Zoom, and email. We have made connections with one 
another without ever being in the same room let alone 
building. And many of us have never met in person.

It is comforting to know that other churches are facing 
the same challenges as we are. Though we are all making 
independent decisions, we are caring for one another and 
lifting each other up in prayer every week. None of us have 
ever faced this before and the challenges can seem like 
mountains with the highest of peaks but I know, when all 
of this is over, these people, these friends will continue to 
be a part of my life. And we will continue to work together 
to build our ministries to the best they can be for each of 
our congregations. Because we love what we do and even 
in the bleakest of times, we continue to show that love.

2021 Nominating Committee
Kasey Clymer (Chair)

Billy Crawford
Pam Richardson

Paul Dent
Rich Sanderson

Kempton Presley
Karen Woolrich
John Thompson
Christi Williams

To submit your nominations, go to 
woodmontchristian.org/nominate

2021 Nominating Committee announced
Church leadership is very important.  Leaders will 
continue to chart Woodmont’s future.  Woodmont 
will be accepting leadership nominations from 
the congregation until the end of January 2021.  
This year, we will be nominating:

1 Treasurer (2-year term)
3 Board Members (2-year term)
7 Elders (3-year term)
30 Deacons (3-year term)

In addition to recommending fellow members, you 
may also nominate yourself for leadership positions. 
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Why We Give to 
Woodmont: Present, 

Past, and Future
BY KEMPTON PRESLEY

Light in times of darkness, stability in times of fluctuation, 
clarity in times of confusion, and peace in times of 
discord: Woodmont is the critical counterbalance to 
the struggles impacting our world today. While we are 
physically distant from jobs, schools, and community, 
Woodmont is the connector that binds us together 
providing lifelines to the isolated, thought leadership to 
the curious, prayers for the spiritually malnourished, 
and a vision for those who desperately want to see 
tomorrow. We give for the present because we need 
Woodmont right now.  

Woodmont’s foundation did not form overnight. The 
congregational strength hinges on decades of tradition 
and dedication to living out a mission. The natural way 
generations come together joining legacy members 
and newcomers in communion embodies Woodmont’s 
explicit charge to open its doors to all denominational 
perspectives (even camels!). Embracing the dynamism 
of Nashville while appreciating the ideas of the church 
founders, Woodmont’s culture strikes a timeless and 
sustaining balance. We give for the past because we 
need Woodmont’s foundation.

The future is full of uncertainty. We are working 
through challenges and have hope for things to come. 
But life will continue to bring obstacles; people will not 
always see eye to eye. Our culture will always need 
forums like Woodmont where people can convene 
despite differences, knowing we are brought together 
by a common faith. We will need Woodmont to remind 
us that our worldly vulnerabilities are crowded out but 
something so much greater. If we anchor our children 
to Woodmont now, they will have a rudder for years to 
come. We give for the future because Woodmont will 
make it better. 

DivorceCare ”Your Former 
Spouse,“ Dec. 2, 6:30 PM

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
86858122602?pwd=NEtUa
GJuS1VMZnBsaTBRbUhz

WVdldz09

Passcode: 629518

 An Advent Prayer
BY FARRELL MASON

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace, Creator of Love—

 
Our souls wait for You.

 
We wait for You to do the impossible; to birth another 

miracle in the bleak; for heaven to break through again 
and again in our midst.

 
We wait for You with a deep longing no words can 

describe;
A longing for Something More:

Divine mystery, miracles, angels, a star, Emmanuel.
 

We wait for the light to shine through the darkness,
the joy to return in the morning.

 
We wait for evidence of healing in our bodies, in our 

minds and spirits, in our grief, in our most challenging 
relationships, in our fragile world.

 
We wait for your mercy to forgive the multitude of 

vignettes when we have fallen short on love.
 

We wait for epiphanies—those pinch-your-soul-moments 
where we know with absolute certainty that You are near. 
We are not alone. You are in charge and working in every 

breath to save us.
 

We wait for a dose of that peace beyond our 
understanding; that peace this would has no power to 
give; that peace that finally releases the clutch on our 

hearts; calms our spirits; smooths over our rough edges; 
tempers our fears; renews our courage—So we can step 

forward into the unknown
bearing hope in our breasts.

 
We wait for Your Love to prevail
For the poor, the sick and dying

For the forgotten, lost and doubting
For the broken, the grieving and the hopeless.

 
Please dear God, let Your love prevail.

 
In the waiting, we ask that You would cast us in the role 

of the Angel Gabriel this Christmas—A messenger of 
Hope.

 
Your world needs reminding that nothing is impossible 
for You; Your hope will not disappoint; every death is 

promised a resurrection; You love will save us now and 
forever.

 
Amen.



Quick Financial Summary - July, 2020 to October, 2020

July 2020 - October 2020 2020/2021
Actual YTD Budget Budget/Actual Annual Budget

Receipts and Revenues
      Pledges--Current Year 631,154.98$   762,312.00$    (131,157.02)$   2,620,480.00$   
      Non-Pledges 188,590.03      101,800.00       86,790.03         349,920.00         
      Other Receipts and Revenue 36,981.13        12,500.00         24,481.13         29,600.00           
Total Receipts and Revenues 856,726.14     876,612.00      (19,885.86)       3,000,000.00     

Expenditures and Disbursements
   (C)ONNECT 64,022.92        84,267.00         20,244.08         312,225.00         
   (R)ESOURCE 752,967.99     796,713.00      43,745.01         2,424,585.00     
   (E)QUIP 26,427.72        62,970.00         36,542.28         143,800.00         
   (W)ORSHIP 27,370.65        36,070.00         8,699.35           119,390.00         
Total Expenditures and Disbursements 870,789.28     980,020.00      109,230.72      3,000,000.00     

Net Surplus / (Deficit) (14,063.14)$    (103,408.00)$   89,344.86$      -$                     

* Note: Year-to-date income does not include $358,363.44 of pre-paid revenue
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Advent Prayer Vigil with 
Woodmont’s elders next 

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 
4:00 to 6:00 PM 

The Woodmont Elders invite you to pray with them.  
The sanctuary will be open from 4:00 to 6:00 PM on 
Dec. 9.  You may come and go during that time.  Masks 
and the usual precautions will be required.  If you are 
not comfortable attending in person, you are invited 
to pray with your family, you friends or on your own, 
wherever that time may find you.  Prayers for Hope, 
Joy, Peace and Love to all.

Book Club update 
Because of the virus, the Book Club will not have its 
annual “Sweet and Swap” this December.  The next 
meeting will be on Tuesday, Jan. 19,  in the Bay Room 
at 10:30 AM discussing Where the Crawdads Sing  by 
Delia Owens.

”An Unexpected Gift“ 
virtual vespers with 
The Bridge 6:30 PM 

Thursdays during Advent 
(Dec. 3, 10, 17, & 24)

Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/99594374944

Passcode: together

Gather with Andra Moran & friends from The Bridge 
for virtual vespers on Thursday evenings during 
Advent at 6:30 PM on Zoom.  In this season of 
uncertainty and difficult decisions, we invite you to a 
quiet time to center your spirit and catch your breath. 
We will light the Advent candles weekly and share 
scripture, music, and a variety of ways to pray. Join us 
as we work together to unwrap the unexpected gifts of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy in 2020.

UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY 2020 - OCTOBER 2020
Woodmont remains in a fairly healthy financial position but we need to have a strong end of the calendar year.  

Thank you for your ongoing generosity during these challenging times.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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NEW CONCERNS:
• Ann Luther’s mother, Dorothy Ann Patterson (age 93), at 
skilled nursing facility in Gainesville, Georgia; tested positive 
for COVID.
• Julia Tanner’s sister, Jane Malin, of Houston, TX  - 
procedures to treat her pulmonary hypertension (involves 
removing blood clots from her lungs)
• Bob and Susan McDowell’s grandson, Isaiah McDowell, 
age 10,who is hospitalized in North Carolina for complicated 
fungal lung issues. Isaiah is the son of Lisa and Brad 
McDowell. Brad is a “Timothy” of Woodmont and minister at 
First Christian Church of Wilmington, NC
• Lindsay Hammonds, sister of Susan Hammonds-White, 
Kihei, Maui, Hawaii (abdominal mass; hysterectomy 
scheduled for Dec. 3)
• Kimmy Bennett’s mother-in-law, Arline Bennett - Malta, 
Ohio - back in hospital.  
• Nikki Schmutz is in the hospital with complications from 
diabetes

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
• Liz Anne Allen 
• Betty Brent - Belmont Village
• Trudy Carpenter 
• Laura Crenshaw 
• Bob Crownover - caringbridge.org/public/bobcrownover
• Honey Hetzel
• Bill Van Keuren
• Lyle Lankford
• Sarah Peay
• Billy Pirtle 
• Angela Powers 
• Tallu Quinn  - caringbridge.org/visit/talluquinn
• John and Liz Ramsey 
• Helen Shull 
• Mike Stewart 
• Jim Thomas - caringbridge.org/visit/jimthomas2020

FAMILY/FRIENDS OF MEMBERS:
• Lucy Siegmann, daughter of Lucy and Wilbur Sensing, back 
surgery, now at home
• Mary Welsh Owen’s mother, Kate Pease - with Hospice
• Martha Elzen’s granddaughter, Emerson Elzen - heart ablation 
Nov. 19 at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, now at home
• Charlie Biter’s sister-in-law, Debbie Biter -  in Marietta, GA.  
• LuAnn Brent’s brother-in-law, Earl Milroy in Pine Bluff, AR 
• Bill Heyne’s mother, Edie Holmstrom (90 yrs) in Ohio 

JOIN OUR ELDERS IN PRAYER
1. Pray for those who will struggle with depression and 
mental illness during this holiday season.

2. Pray for those who are isolated and lonely due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions.

3. Pray for thanksgiving as we look hopefully to the coming 
vaccine.  

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
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DEC. 6 
SERVICES

7:00 A.M. YOUTUBE
9:15 A.M. SANCTUARY

WITH LIVESTREAM
10:30 A.M. SANCTUARY

“THE PRINCE OF PEACE IN A 
WORLD OF CHAOS”
DR. CLAY STAUFFER

ISAIAH 11:1-6 & MATTHEW 2:1-12

GIVING
       NOV. 8:  $40,970 
       NOV. 15:  $23,161 
       NOV. 22:  $63,293 
       NOV. 29:  $38,890

The poinsettias that adorn the church during 
Advent have been given in recognition of:

Gail, Grace and Jim Alexander and Anne 
and Don Mitchell in memory of Lola and  Jim 
Alexander, Sr.

Anne-Marie Farmer in honor of Nathan 
Daniel

Pat and Dave Malone in honor of Kay 
Butterworth and Dave Albritton and our U.S. 
Military and in memory of Edna Erle and Julian 
Malone, Bob Butterworth and Frank Drowota

Don and Anne Mitchell in memory of Mr. 
and Mrs. Buford Mitchell and Donald Todd 
Mitchell

Pam Richardson in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Merle G. Short, Hannah and Maggie Johnson, 
the Stauffer “Grands”: Montgomery, Clayton, 
Wade, Parker, Melanie, Caroline, Hunter and 
Meredith and in memory of Al Richardson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert H. Richardson, Mrs. Jane Dyer 
and Melanie Province Stauffer

Drs. Clay and Megan Stauffer in honor 
of Frontline Medical Workers, Woodmont 
Staff, Roy and Anne Stauffer, Bob and Jeanne 
Partridge, Montgomery, Clayton, and Wade 
Stauffer and Robbie and Tallu Quinn and in 
memory of those we have lost in 2020, Melanie 
Province Stauffer and Melissa “Isse” Waddey

Fran and Cyril Stewart in honor of Mary 
Josephine France and Cora Katherine Stewart

Nancy Zoretic in memory of Dorothy and Joe 
Orr, Ann and Tom Zoretic and Nancy and Lon 
Slaughter
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