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Wednesdays at Woodmont
All classes begin at 6:15 PM

M I N I S T E R I A L S TA F F

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care
Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation
Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care

P R O G R A M S TA F F

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director
Katie Sheridan-Gossage • Assistant Youth Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge
Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director
Stephen Daniel King • Worship Leader, The Bridge
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director
Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director In Residence
Anne Mitchell • Parish Visitor

Upcoming Wednesdays
SEPT. 25 Enneagram #1
OCT. 2

Enneagram #2

OCT. 9

Enneagram #3

OCT. 16

Daystar #1
Caring For Seniors #1

OCT. 23

Daystar #2
Caring For Seniors #2
Ben Curtis #1

OCT. 30

Daystar #3
Caring For Seniors #3
Ben Curtis #2

NOV. 6

Caring For Seniors #4
Ben Curtis #3

NOV. 13

Ben Curtis #4

S U P P O R T S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Alissa Lindemann • A/V Engineer
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Dr. Tom Gormley • Capital Project Representative
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager
Cliff Browning • Facility & Property Maintenance
Steven Austin • Facility & Property Maintenance
Cortney Akridge • Facility & Property Maintenance

For the most up-to-date information, download
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app.
Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.
3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563

NOV. 20 Thanksgiving Dinner

www.woodmontchristian.org
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Religion, Hope, and the American Dream
by Clay Stauffer

Columbia
University
professor
Andrew
Delbanco published a fascinating book in 1999
titled The Real American Dream: A Meditation on
Hope. In the book, he gives a spiritual history
of our nation and how each generation has
worked to create a culture of meaning to
make sense of life’s challenges, suffering, and
purpose. In the early years, Delbanco says that
the primary focus was on God. However, unlike
in Britain, Christian faith became a free choice
and was not forced upon the people. The role
of the pulpit in those early years was central:
“Every conscientious minister knew that in
order to serve his congregation he had to
challenge and chastise them. And so preachers
of unusual force and courage inevitably came
into conflict with those people who paid them
to preach.” This echoed Alex de Tocqueville’s
observation that the “pulpit set ablaze” held a
unique position in the formation of American
Democracy.

regardless of economic perspectives. As we all
know, the Civil War wasn’t pretty.
Fast forward one hundred years, and Delbanco
argues that the American Dream shifted yet
again from a focus on nation and patriotism
to a focus on “self”. The 1960’s ushered us
further and further into an age that became
very skeptical of institutions and very selfabsorbed. Much of this was a reaction of the
Baby Boomers towards the greatest generation
and the lies of government.
The American Dream today seems largely
based on individualism, instant gratification,
consumerism, and a materialist rat race that
has no end and leaves us empty. Net worth
often replaces self worth. Delbanco articulates
our contemporary dilemma this way: “We live
with undiminished need, but without adequate
means, for attaining what William James called
the feeling of ‘elation and freedom’ that comes
only ‘when the outlines of confining selfhood
melt down’.”

Delbanco then argues that the Enlightenment
gave way to a strong focus on the nation, what
William James would label as a “civic or patriotic
utopia.” Thomas Jefferson, our nation’s third
president who was largely responsible for
authoring the Declaration of Independence,
became one of the leading voices of this
second era. According to Delbanco, “Jefferson
thought that this precious kind of liberty could
be cultivated by the affection and discipline of
family life, by education focused on the balance
and beauty of music, mathematics, and nature,
and by religious instruction.”

There is a melancholy that settles in when the
social fabric of a culture declines and feelings
of loneliness and isolation pervade. That is
the current challenge that religion must meet
in the twenty-first century. Hope and meaning
are found through connections, sacrificial
service, and being a part of something larger
than self. Delbanco says this at the end of his
book: “To be really American has always meant
to see something beyond America. This is what
the Puritans meant in insisting that if we fail to
contribute to some good beyond ourselves, we
condemn ourselves to the hell of loneliness. It
is what Lincoln meant when he insisted that
the rights of each person depend on the rights
of all persons.”

However, Jefferson’s approach to Christianity
was different from the Puritans. It was a faith
deeply grounded in reason and scholarship.
But there was a glaring inconsistency with the
Declaration’s statement that “all men are created
equal” and the harsh reality of slavery. It was
Abraham Lincoln who later had the courage to
call it out and be the agent of change. Lincoln
saw the blatant hypocrisy and oppression,

Hope comes when we recognize that we are all
in this together, we don’t suffer alone, and we
need each other.
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Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 25

Pancakes & Pajamas is Sept. 8

All children are invited to wear their pajamas to church
and all families are invited to come ready to eat
pancakes to their heart’s content on Sunday, Sept. 8,
at 8:50 AM in Drowota Hall. No fussing over “church
clothes” that morning. Let them roll out of bed and
come as they are!
The buffet line will open around 8:50 AM and run until
the beginning of the 9:30 AM service. The line will
commence again after the 9:30 AM service is over.

Sept 1st-15th birthdays:
Ensley McMillin 9/6
Hudsyn Waddey 9/7
Aiden McAbee 9/12

Adaline Gambrell 9/13
Cooper Taylor 9/14

Thanks to everyone who donated backpacks full of
school supplies for our “Blessing of the Backpacks”
benefiting Fall-Hamilton Elementary school!

Shockley is choir’s new tenor section leader
Alabama native Zach Shockley moved to Nashville in 2010 and earned his
degree in Vocal Performance from Trevecca University. Since that time, he
has performed all over Music City in both commercial, classical, and theatrical
settings. He currently works as a session singer with Nashville based TenTwoSix
Music Group and has had the privilege of singing/performing for Kristen
Chenoweth, Bradley Knight, Lifeway, Yamaha, Prism Music, StudioTenn, and
Act Too Pro. He married the love of his life, Ginny, back in March of 2018 and
they currently reside in Franklin with their year-and-a-half-old pup named
Daisy. ”It is a great honor to be a part of Woodmont’s choir and I am forever
grateful to Michael Graham for this amazing opportunity,” said Shockley.

Jubilation kickoff Sept. 8
by Moriah Domby Pirtle

Learning to tell God’s story with music is one of
the best ways to share his love, and Jubilation is
a unique opportunity for our youth to use their
gifts, let go of the pressures of self focus, and work
together to share their fresh perspective with our
congregation. I feel blessed to have been able to
participate with this age group as a youth sponsor
and in leading youth music for the last 2 years, and
I can’t wait for what this year has in store! We have
a lot of new, exciting things in the works, so if you
have a student who is in 6th – 12th grade, please
see the below details:
Jubilation is the youth choir of Woodmont Christian
Church, for ages 6th – 12th grade. All experience
levels are welcome and encouraged to participate.
We perform in services each semester, during special
events like the Hanging of the Greens, and participate
in mission and outreach as a group. Each Jubilation
member can look forward to developing their musical
gifts and learning new vocal skills in a healthy way,
deepening their understanding of praise and worship
as a community, and fostering their relationships with
each other and God through song.

Clay to speak on “The Church of
the Future” at CWF Sept. 3
This Tuesday, September 3, Clay Stauffer will speak
on The Church of the Future at CWF’s first meeting of
the season at 11:00 AM in Room 105.
Also on Tuesday, the CWF Board meets at 10:00 AM
in Room 100 and a lunch catered by Barley to Rise
follows at noon in Drowota Hall. To RSVP, contact
the church office at (615) 297-8563 or register online
via our Realm church app.

CWF CIRCLE LEADERS (L-R):
BARBARA STEWART, GAIL REINHARD, ANITA DEMSTER,
ELISA CLARK, JUDY DAVIS, & PAM ZIMMERMAN

Rehearsals are on Sundays from 5:00 PM to 5:45
PM in the Choir Room. Please feel free to reach out
to me at jubilation@woodmontcc.org with any
questions. I look forward to another fun year with
Jubilation! Let’s make a Joyful Noise!

CWF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (L-R):
MANDY LOWE, MARY HAWKINS, SALLYE GALLOWAY,
BARBARA SULLIVAN, GAIL REINHARD, JEANIE TAYLOR,
ELISA CLARK, CATHY WILLIAMS, & EDITH JOHNSTON

Jubilation Mission Statement:
We are Jubilation, the youth choir of Woodmont
Christian Church. Our mission is to use our voices to
bring joy to our church and the community at large.
We maintain a positive and creative atmosphere to
learn in by respecting and encouraging one another.
We seek to deepen our relationship with God by
CWF’S FUTURE, CURRENT, AND PAST PRESIDENT:
developing the gifts He has given us, challenging
MANDY LOWE, BARBARA SULLIVAN, & GAIL REINHARD
ourselves to bring our best to worship and sharing
His love through song.
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A Sour Surprise
by Andra Moran

This week, I got an online message from a former Woodmont
member who has since moved away. I’m paraphrasing it here,
but this is the gist of the message. “Dear Andra,” the message
began, “I have been reading sour posts lately, and I haven’t really
known how to respond. Remember that your good attitude can
turn things around. Let me know if I can be supportive.”
Humph! Here I thought I’d been doing a good job of carefully
holding the line between an honest assessment of my thoughts
and feelings and also staying positive, and this person told me
I had been sour?
I felt fired up, but waited until I cooled down to reply, “I’m sorry
you found my posts to be ‘sour,’ but I have been dealing with some
difficult things lately. Thanks for reaching out.”
Nearly immediately, I got a reply: “Oh my goodness, there was a
typo in my message! I meant to type “your posts,” not “sour posts!”
There is exactly one letter difference in the words “sour”
and “your,” and yet what commotion it caused for me
emotionally for an hour or two. So often we miscommunicate
or misunderstand, and all sorts of of havoc ensues. My
recommendations, both to myself and to you, is to breathe
deep, listen for the intent of the heart, give the benefit of the
doubt, and… use spellcheck.

YP & Couples Dinner is Sept. 3
Our next Young Professionals & Couples
Dinner and Discussion is this Tuesday,
Sept. 3, from 6-8 PM at Campbell West,
with guest speaker Margie Quinn, CEO of
End Slavery Tennessee.

T H I S WE EK
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

9:30 AM Challenge Class, Room 200
9:30 AM Disciples Class, Room 105
9:45 AM Christian Response to the 21st
Century Class, Boardroom
9:30 AM Informal Worship, Sanctuary
Ava Lee Jobe Dedication
9:45 AM The Bridge Worship, D.H.
10:45 AM Life in the Balance Class, Bay Room
11:00 AM Pathways Class, Boardroom
11:00 AM Reflections Class, Room 200
11:00 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
L ABOR DAY - CHURCH
OFFICE & BUILDING CLOSED
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

9:00 AM Women’s Prayer Group, C.S.
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study, Rm. 200
10:00 AM CWF Board Meeting, Rm. 100
11:00 AM CWF Meeting, Room 105
12:00 PM CWF Luncheon, Drowota Hall
6:00 PM YP & Couples, Campbell West
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearshal, Choir Room

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

6:15 AM Men’s Small Group, Room 100
7:00 AM “Original” Men’s Bible Study, 105
7:00 AM Younger Men’s Bible Study, Boardroom
5:30 PM Grace Notes, Kids Commons
6:15 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

Welcome
new member!

Margie’s grandparents were part of the
founding members of Woodmont. She
is going to speak on the signs of victim
trafficking, what our responsibility is in
the community, and, from a Christian perspective, ways we can
show grace, compassion and a sense of redemption to survivors.
RSVP today to reserve your space! We’ll eat at 6 PM, discussion
begins at 7 PM. Dinner and childcare are offered at no charge
as long as you RSVP to lauren@woodmontcc.org by this
Friday, August 30.

KEN MCMAHAN

Thank you

from Nita and Archie
Dear Woodmont,
Your many calls, cards, and visits
kept my spirits high while I was in the
hospital, and now at home.

AUGUST 4:
AUGUST 11:
AUGUST 18:
AUGUST 25:

SUNDAY
SCHOOL:
243
313
485
420

TOTAL
ATTENDANCE: OPERATING:
810
$52,908
924
$25,553
1184
$55,017
1040
$28,669

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AT WOODMONT
Aug. 25: Gospelaires to play at 9:30 a.m. service

This Sunday, the Gospelaires will be playing at the 9:30 a.m. service.

Sept. 3: Women’s Fall Bible Study launches

This semester, the Women’s Fall Bible study will be reading Be Complete,
a study of Colossians, by Warren Wiersbe. The study begins Tuesday,
Sept. 3, at 9:30 AM in Room 200. Childcare is provided upon request.

Sept. 8: Seekers Class begins study on the book of James

Are you interested in a small group experience? Are you in need of a
little more patience and perseverance for the trials and temptations of
life? A study of the book of James is your opportunity to get both. Come
find relevance and empowerment from the Scriptures to live more
fully as you seek God, share love, and serve others. The Seekers class
resumes Sunday, Sept. 8, at 8:30 AM in Room 105 and invites you to join
them for hot coffee and great fellowship.

Sept. 11: Holy Yoga returns

Holy Yoga will be back when Wednesday Fellowship Dinners resume
on Wednesday, Sept. 11, at 6:15 PM in Room 200. Questions? Email
brookelovelace@me.com

Many years ago, a friend and I stopped
at the Donut Den every morning, on
the way to work. One of our coffeedrinking buddies was David Moore,
who was our minister, at the time. He
introduced me to Woodmont. Thank
heaven for the Donut Den.
God works in mysterious ways,
- Nita Ferrell
Dear Woodmont,
I want to express my sincere thanks
and gratitude for all the prayers,
flowers, visits, e-mails and phone
calls extended me by the Elders
and members of Woodmont during
my recovery from knee surgery. It
was a true blessing to hear from all
concerned during that recovery period.
- Archie Adams

Prayers for our church family
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Lauren & Greg Smith on the birth of
their son, Harvey James Smith, Aug. 20.
• Darden and Natalie Copeland on the
birth of their daughter, Hazel Elizabeth
Copeland, Aug. 25.
CONTINUING CONCERNS:
• Sarah Peay - Richland Place Rm 211-A
• Gary Thompson
• Isse Waddey
FAMILY/FRIENDS OF MEMBERS:
• Chris Jenkins and family, friend of Jim
and Laurie Hester - brain cancer
• Sabrina Kronk’s mother, Linda Langley
• Glenn Hammonds, brother of Susan
Hammonds-White, in Berkeley, CA

This week, the elders invite
you to join them in prayer:
THE SPIRE HELPERS: EVERY OTHER TUESDAY, A DEDICATED TEAM OF
VOLUNTEERS ASSEMBLES IN “THE MANSION” TO ASSEMBLE THE SPIRE
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• Always pray to have eyes that see
the best in people,
• A heart that forgives the worst,
• A mind that forgets the bad,
• And a soul that never loses faith in God.

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage Paid
Nashville, TN
Permit No.1204

