MARCH 2, 2021

FEB. 28 CHILD DEDICATION - GRACE & DREW WELKER, DAUGHTER & SON OF JESSICA & ANDY

Welcome new members!

SHELTON & DREW KITCHEN
WITH CHARLIE & GRACE

NATHAN & ALEXI ELIAS

BETH & HART
WEATHERFORD
WITH HART JR.,
HELEN, & EVIE

JOY & MARK SAMUELS

M I N I S T E R I A L S TA F F

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister
Dr. C. Roy Stauffer • Minister of Adult Education & Church Life
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Children & Congregational Care
Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families
Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Spiritual Formation
Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care

P R O G R A M S TA F F

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge
Jenny Simmons • Youth Ministry Coordinator
Martha Duff • Preschool Director
Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director
Lauren Lucas Beuerlein • Young Professionals & Couples Director
Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator
Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director In Residence
Anne Mitchell • Parish Visitor

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant
Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant
Dr. Tom Gormley • Capital Project Representative
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager
Cliff Browning • Facility & Property Maintenance
Steven Austin • Facility & Property Maintenance

Team Tallu 5k
SATURDAY, FEB. 27

For the most up-to-date information, download
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app.
Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.
3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
615.297.8563
www.woodmontchristian.org
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Surviving Life’s Storms with Faith & Courage
BY CLAY STAUFFER

Life is difficult and full of storms.
To be human is to experience
the existential reality of this
statement.
On Sunday, I said that over the
past year, we have been living
in a perfect storm with multiple
waves. The first wave was the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the lives it has claimed, the fear
it has brought, and the drastic
way it has altered our routines.
Second, we experienced the wave
of heightened racial tension
following
the
unnecessary
death of George Floyd which
led to protests, riots, anger, and
significant damage on the streets
of American cities.
Third, we have been exposed
to the wave of a very toxic and
contentious political season
filled with anger, contempt,
resentment, blame, lies, and
finger pointing. This has divided
families and friendships, even
those within the same political
party. For many, politics became
a convenient replacement for
religion.
The fourth wave only grew
larger over time. It is the mental,
emotional, and spiritual toll all
of this has had on the collective
well-being of society. Addiction
has soared. Suicides are up.
Anxiety is present. Patience is
short. Tempers seem to flare.
Many have felt lost and hopeless
during this time.

The good news is that we seem to
finally be reaching an inflection
point. Case numbers are down
significantly from their January
peak.
Schools are finally
reopening. Vaccines are being
distributed and administered
at a much faster pace. Very
soon, spring weather will arrive
allowing us to spend more time
outside in parks, backyards, and
neighborhoods.
What has sustained many of
us during this storm is a strong
sense of faith and hope: faith
that we can make it through
challenging times and hope that
better days are coming. Faith and
hope go together because one is
not possible without the other.
Hebrews 11 says “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not
seen.” The Bible is full of passages
that speak to the importance
of resilience and perseverance.
Many of these texts are
attributed to Paul the Apostle:
“We are afflicted in every way
but not crushed, perplexed but
not driven to despair, persecuted
but not forsaken, struck down,
but not destroyed.” (II Cor. 4) To
the Romans, “Suffering produces
endurance,
and
endurance
produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint.” (Romans 5)
At the heart of the Christian
faith is the belief in resurrection,
that even death itself does not
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have the final say. God always
gets the final word. We should
acknowledge that without pain
and suffering, redemption is
not possible. During sustained
periods of tribulation, we are
forced to grow. Character is
formed. Spirituality is deepened.
Paul is convinced that in the end,
three things remain: faith, hope,
and love, the greatest of these
being love. Therefore, we can
conclude that the only way to
get through the rest of this storm
is to keep loving each other
well – with patience, kindness,
compassion, and empathy.
What will Christianity or any
other faith look like on the other
side of COVID? Will churches
ever be full again? I think so, but
we can only speculate. We all
miss community and connection.
Everything we have been
through over the past twelve
months will ultimately make us
stronger. We have been forced
to recognize the basic blessings
that we all took for granted. It’s
during the difficult chapters of
life that faith deepens.
As winter turns to spring,
despair turns into hope, darkness
becomes light, and sadness gives
way to joy. Through it all, faith
sustains us individually and
communally, and gives us the
courage and fortitude to press on.

The Blueprint

BY J ENNY SIMMONS

I have listened to the same song
every Sunday morning for over
twenty-five years.
I was introduced to this song
in the 8th grade when life felt
tumultuous and my teenage
angst was raging and I needed to
know there was a God who could
hold it all and still somehow find
me slightly tolerable, or perhaps
even delightful. Like many songs
back then, it burrowed its way
into my heart while I sat in my
closet—strung with Christmas
lights, glow stars and black bed
sheets—and listened to music that
gave me words for my feelings.
My parents were true hippies
and belonged to the bornagain-Larry-Norman-radicalChristian-conversion-crowd.
They met, fell in love, and
signed up to be missionaries on
a Native American reservation
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
And legend has it, after I was
born to my young, 21-year-old
mother, I was brought back to the
reservation where I was initiated
by the women in the tribe who
stood in a big circle, sucked on a
pacifier, dipped it into sugar, put
it in my mouth, then passed me
to the next woman who did the
same. I was baptized early.
I grew up on a steady diet of
old school vinyl Christian
music, Wednesday night church
suppers and Baptist hymns. And
although that’s a solid three

decades behind me, comfort still
feels like an Imperials record,
Mrs. Skully’s Wednesday night
meatloaf, and “The Old Rugged
Cross.”
This past Sunday Clay talked
about biblical illiteracy and the
role of scripture in our daily
lives. He said that he had asked
Alex Waddey if there is a certain
book that has been particularly
helpful as he has walked through
immense suffering and Alex
said, “The most helpful thing to
me has been to read the Bible.
The words of Jesus. The words
of Paul. That’s been more helpful
than any book I’ve had.”
That quote has stuck in my head.
The most helpful thing to me has
been the Bible…that’s been more
helpful than any book I’ve had.
I’m grateful for my weirdo,
church-girl upbringing by two
hippy parents who loved Jesus
and Christian music because
it gave me the gifts of Jesus
and Christian music. Songs
like “Thy Word” and “Great is
Thy Faithfulness” play in the
background of my mind and
Isaiah 43 and Nicodemus and
Psalm 139 and Peter and Abigail,
Esther, Deborah, the rooftop,
the blind man, the raging sea,
the wilderness, Jesus talking to
his mom from the cross—these
images are imprinted in my
heart like the sound of my own
daughters’ laughter.
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I used to begrudge my early
baptism into faith, but I’ve
learned to fall hopelessly in love
with the blueprint of my soul
because it’s where Jesus meets
me time and again.
It matters what we put into our
heart and fill our minds with.
It matters who we turn to for
comfort amidst life’s suffering.
Every scripture, song, book,
friend, internet site, text thread,
social media rabbit hole, or way
we invest our money vies for
space inside of us and adds up to
create the blueprint of our soul.
I wonder what’s making up your
blueprint? It’s never too late to
change what you fill your soul
with. You can re-orient your heart
around the ways of Jesus at any
moment. And parents, it’s never
too early to orient your child’s
heart towards Jesus. They might
just find themselves thirty years
from now playing the songs and
knowing the Jesus that you gave
them when they were little.
I have listened to the same song
every Sunday morning for over
twenty-five years.
It starts, “There’s a wideness in
God’s mercy, I cannot find in my
own…”
It was my parents’ favorite.

A Kingdom of Dust
BY C HRIS COX

The de facto joke (if you can call it
that) as we entered into Lent was
that no one wanted to give anything
up because we have already given
up so much in the last year. We’ve
been in Lent since mid-March 2020.
We had to give up time with friends,
going to restaurants or the movies,
seeing our favorite teams play, and
so much more. Lent came for us,
elevated its game, and then stuck
around for well past forty days.
One of the refrains of Ash
Wednesday—that first day of Lent
that is a few weeks in our rearview
mirror—is “Remember you are
dust and to dust you will return.”
I usually think about that in very
narrow terms. The minister says
it to us as she or he imposes the
ashes on our foreheads. Yet this last
year has been a reminder that all of
this is dust. The world as you and I
know it can vanish with a breath: a
pandemic, a diagnosis, a fractured
relationship, anything. The writer
of Ecclesiastes and the 1970s rock
band Kansas agree: all of this is
dust in the wind.

horizon. The other refrain of Ash
Wednesday is “Repent and believe
the gospel.” To change direction
and believe in this good story. It is
true that we, those around us, and
virtually everything everywhere is
dust and to dust it will all return.
Yet the good story starts with the
image of God breathing upon the
dust and animating it with life.
Though the dust is fleeting there is
something more bestowed upon it
and that divine essence lights up
every corner of this planet.
I forget about that “God-breathed
essence” some days. I think we all
do. Life just becomes a dust storm
at times. And so Jesus comes along
and reminds us of this incredible
gift we have been given and the God
from whom we receive it. He teaches,
demonstrates,
and
sometimes
demands that we see the something
more in ourselves and in our neighbor;
that we understand the invisible yet
more permanent thread that binds
us to our Creator and to one another.
He lives, dies, and comes back from
death to show us just how much God

What do you do when you and all
around you is dust? I guess that you
could sit in the ashes and mourn
its fleeting nature. Or you could
just throw caution to the wind and
roll around in as much dirt as you
can while the getting is good. You
could grow numb to the seeming
meaninglessness of this whole
random venture. Sometimes we feel
like doing all three of these things
in one Tuesday.
Yet Lent is not just mourning in
the dust. It points to something
new: a dawn that is just over the
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loves and values this impermanent
place and its people. Jesus shows us
that there is something beyond this
kingdom of dust and at the same
time how to cherish what we have
right here and now.
To repent and believe the gospel
is, in part, to stop chasing after
the wind. To end our attempts to
accumulate all that we can and
build sandcastles that are never
going to last. To cease focusing on
the dust rather than the love that
animates it all. Jesus calls us to dig
underneath the surface for the Good
which makes all of it come alive.
You and I are dust and to dust we
will return, but the good story is
God loves us, breathes life into us,
and gives us a chance for something
more. And when we turn from the
ways in which we hurt each other,
ourselves, and God and truly seek
the One who breathes life into us, it
makes everything—as impermanent
as it is—come alive for today, for
forty days, and even for the days
after we return to the dust.

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Online Community
Groups for Lent

Looking for a practice for Lent that lets you connect
with others from the comfort of your home? We’re
forming online community groups for a short weekly
time of spiritual focus and small group fellowship. These
groups are Lent-focused, so they will conclude by Palm
Sunday, when our church family focuses on Holy Week.
Sign up online at woodmontchristian.org/community
and indicate what day and time works best for you.
You’ll receive an email with a Zoom link for that day and
time and use that link to gather with others once a week
for a brief 30-minute time of spiritual focus. Each group
will have a facilitator - all you need to do is log in!

New group for members
with aging parents

As our parents get older, our relationships with them
mature, as well. We can find ourselves in unfamiliar
terrain, and our parents may need our help in new
ways. If this applies to you, and you’d like to connect
with others who are navigating this new stage of life
with their parents, email annemarie@woodmontcc.
org. A new, casual group is forming to share stories,
laughter, and wisdom during this new chapter – fun
and support are guaranteed!

Bible Study on Mark’s
Gospel with Dr. Rubel
Shelly this Wednesday at
6:30 PM on Zoom

Coinciding with Clay’s sermon series, Dr. Rubel Shelly
is leading a Wednesday night class during Lent on
Mark’s gospel.
• March 3 - “Eating with Jesus” - Mark 14:12-26
• March 10 - “Semper Fidelis” - Mark 14:27-31
• March 17 - “Your Will Be Done” - Mark 14:34-42
• March 24 - “L-O-V-E: Written in Red” - Mark 15:16-41

Young Professionals &
Couples meeting March 2
on Zoom

Our Young Professionals & Couples group is gathering
for Bible study and you are invited! This is a group
of mostly post-college aged professionals who
enjoy growing in their spirituality and spending
time together through Bible study, spiritual growth
conversations, and enjoying special guest speakers.
Our next Young Professionals & Couples gathering
is Tuesday, March 2, from 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM on
Zoom. Email lauren@woodmontcc.org for more
information.

Sometimes it’s hard to ask
for help

We’re brought up to be strong, self-sufficient,
independent people. We tend to think that if we ask
for help, it is a sign of weakness. So we try to keep our
struggles hidden, stuffed deep inside. However, that’s
not God’s plan. Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” God wants us
to care for others—and allow others to care for us in
our time of need.
If you’re sad or struggling inside, don’t suffer alone.
Ask for help. We’ve got a team of Stephen Ministers
who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and
help you through a tough time. (It’s confidential too!)
Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with
one of our Stephen Leaders: Rosie Bruce, Doug King,
Laurie Hester, Sara Kate Hooper, and Chip Phinizy.
Contact details are located in Realm (Woodmont’s
online directory) or reach out to the church office. Our
Stephen Ministers are there to care!

Book Club update

The Woodmont Book Club will not meet in March.
The group hopes to resume in April as vaccination
efforts continue and the pandemic decreases.
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THIS SUNDAY,
10:30
MARCH. 7
7:00 A.M.
YOUTUBE
9:15 A.M.
CHAPEL
9:15 A.M.
LIVESTREAM
10:30 A.M.
SANCTUARY
“SCARCITY VS. ABUNDANCE”
CLAY STAUFFER
MARK 6:30-44
“THE LIFE OF JESUS”
SERMON SERIES CONTINUES

GIVING
FEB. 7: $106,419
FEB. 14: $44,471
FEB. 21: $35,199
FEB. 28: $28,276

JOIN OUR ELDERS IN
PRAYER
1. For our nominating committee as they
develop a slate of candidates for church
leadership.
2. For our members who are feeling the
loss of loved ones.
3. For discipline in our commitment to
prayer and Bible study.

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
SYMPATHY TO:
• Lynne Thompson and Ellen and Rob Cochran and family on
the death of Gary Thompson on February 26. Arrangements
as follows: VISITATION - Thursday, March 4, from 4:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the new Carpenter Chapel. FUNERAL Friday, March 5, at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary (with visitation
immediately prior to the service at 1:00 p.m.)
• Mike Brent and family on the death of his mother,
Betty Brent, on February 27. Arrangements as follows:
VISITATION - Wednesday, March 3, from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
in the Gathering Hall. FUNERAL - Thursday, March 4, at
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary (with visitation immediately prior
to the service at 10:00 a.m.)
NEW CONCERNS:
• Trish Beverstein - broke her clavicle and two ribs in a fall
• Amy Wright Charcot foot (diabetes) foot issue
IN THE HOSPITAL:
• Jan Goans - Vanderbilt ICU
CONTINUING CONCERNS:
• Archie Adams
• Laura Crenshaw - https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
lauracrenshawupdates
• Jeff Hamm - www.caringbridge.org/visit/jeffhamm
• Honey Hetzel
• Bill Van Keuren
• Lyle Lankford
• Carol Mulloy
• Billy Pirtle
• Tallu Quinn - https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/talluquinn
• Pam Richardson
• Nikki Schmutz
• Mike Stewart
• John Weldon
FAMILY/FRIENDS OF MEMBERS:
• Amy Hobart’s father, Robert C. Cloud in TX - AML (bone
marrow disease)
• Walter White’s brother, Raymond White - metastatic
prostate cancer now in bone marrow
• Farell Mason’s father, John White - recovering from spine
surgery Feb 8
• Susan Hammonds-White’s brother, Glenn Hammonds metastasis of bile-duct cancer, Berkeley, CA.
• Dorothy Stewart’s mother, Juanita Greer - congestive heart
failure
• Lindsay Hammonds, sister of Susan Hammonds-White,
Kihei, Maui, Hawaii (stage 3 ovarian cancer)
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