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For the most up-to-date information, download 
Woodmont’s Realm church directory app. 

Search for “Realm Connect” in iTunes & Google Play.

3601 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, Tennessee 37215

615.297.8563

www.woodmontchristian.org 

Dr. Clay Stauffer, Senior Minister 
Dr. Roy Stauffer • Executive Minister of Church Life

Rev. Jay Hutchens • Minister of Small Groups and Discipleship
Rev. Justin Gung • Minister of Congregational Care
Rev. Chris Cox • Minister of Youth & Their Families

Dr. Donovan McAbee • Minister of Young Professionals & Couples
 Farrell Mason • Minister of Family Life & Pastoral Care 

M I N I S T E R I A L  S TA F F

Chris Beck • Business Administrator
Amber Moss • Executive Assistant

Matt Diffenderfer • Communications Director
Jan Anderson • Administrative Assistant

Steven Quinn • Head A/V Engineer
Sam Marsh • Property & Facilities Manager

Cliff Browning • Facility & Property Maintenance
Steven Austin • Facility & Property Maintenance

Michael Graham • Music Ministry Director
Abby McLean • Children’s Ministry Director 
Andra Moran • Creative Director, The Bridge 

Jenny Simmons •  Youth Ministry Coordinator
Martha Duff • Preschool Director

Anne-Marie Farmer • Small Groups & Connections Director 
Steve LaForge • Missions Field Coordinator    

Dr. Ben Curtis • Spiritual Director In Residence
Anne Mitchell • Parish Visitor

Moriah Domby Pirtle • Youth Music Director

P R O G R A M  S TA F F

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E  S TA F F

Submit nominations online at woodmontchristian.org/nominate

It is time for the congregation to begin nominating leaders for the 
next church year (beginning July 1, 2022).  This year, we are accepting 
nominations for:

• 1 Chair Elect of the Board – 2-year term
• 3 Board Members – 2-year term
• 7 Elders (must be members for 5 years) – 3-year term
• 30 Deacons (must be members for at least 1 year) – 3-year term
 
Pam Richardson will be the Chair of the Committee.  Nominations will 
be accepted through January 31.  Self-nominations are welcomed if you 
have a strong desire to serve.  Please give thoughtful consideration to 
those who already exhibit leadership presence and are committed to 
Woodmont.  Ask these questions:

   • Are they present in the life of the church?
   • Are they committed to ongoing discipleship and spiritual growth?
   • Do they already exhibit servant leadership qualities?
   • Will they work to keep the congregation healthy and vibrant?
 

2022 Nominating Committee 
Pam Richardson - Chair 

John Steele 
Mary Welsh Owen - Elder 

Grace Dent – Deacon
Louise Beasley - Deacon 
David Trainer – Deacon

Brad French 
Jane Clay Meadors  

Jonathan Farmer - Elder 
Dr. Clay Stauffer – Ex Officio

LA Galyon – Ex Officio 

2022 Leadership Nominations

Welcome, new members!

Ted & Sondra Lee
JOINED OCT. 2021

June Baker
JOINED NOV. 14, 2021
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Experiencing the Light of Christmas
BY CLAY STAUFFER

Thanksgiving has come and gone, 
but we should seek to maintain 
a spirit of gratitude. You might 
have noticed that once again 
this year, trees, wreaths, lights, 
and decorations started going up 
very early as if many have been 
clamoring, “Bring on Christmas! 
We need it now!” 2021 has 
been another challenging year. 
 
This past Sunday began the season 
of Advent, which is the four-week 
journey to prepare for the birth of 
Christ. I love the Christmas season 
because we can feel a sense of 
hope in the air that is simply not 
present throughout the rest of the 
year. There is something magical 
about the spirit of Christmas that 
lifts our hearts and causes all of 
us to change the way that we see 
the world, at least for a little while. 
 
Christmas is a joyful and happy 
time for many. Children are excited. 
Music is on the radio. Holiday 
parties are fun. Yet at the same 
time, it can be a painful and lonely 
time for others. Christmas causes 
us to take trips down memory lane, 
and remember the Christmases of 
years ago when we were growing 
up; when the children were 
young. Perhaps when a spouse 
was still living; when the world 

seemed much simpler, calmer, 
kinder, less hostile and angry. 
 
The prophet Isaiah writes: “The 
people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. Those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined….For a 
child has been born to us. A son 
given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders and his name is called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
Eighth century Jerusalem (BCE) was 
anything but a peaceful kingdom. 
The constant reality of war, 
oppression, invasion, exploitation, 
and revolt illustrate the prophetic 
courage and substance of Isaiah’s 
prophecy. Twenty-eight hundred 
years later, Isaiah still describes 
a peaceful kingdom for which we 
all long but seldom experience. If 
we’re honest, we know that we still 
walk in darkness in many ways. 
 
We’ve experienced the darkness of 
this pandemic with its death and 
grief. The darkness of depression 
and anxiety. The darkness of 
homelessness and poverty. 
The darkness of loneliness and 
addiction. The darkness of fear and 
emptiness. The darkness of illness 
and cancer. The darkness of division 

and polarization. The darkness of 
broken relationships and divorce. 
The darkness of rejection and 
feelings of inadequacy. Our world 
still has a lot of darkness, which is 
why we all need the light and gifts of 
Christmas. John eloquently writes, 
“The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome 
it. The true light that enlivens every 
person was coming into the world.” 
 
The light of Christmas casts out the 
darkness of materialism, greed, and 
selfishness that often dominates 
our world, and it replaces it with the 
spiritual values of love, compassion, 
and generosity. It casts out the 
darkness of ignorance and doubt, 
and replaces it with understanding 
and hope. The light of Christmas 
casts out the darkness of hatred as 
seen in war, racism, and prejudice, 
and it replaces such evils with 
peace on earth, goodwill to all 
people. It casts out the darkness of 
sorrow and despair, and it replaces 
it with peace, joy, and hope. Advent 
and Christmas remind us that 
in the end, the darkness doesn’t 
win. Love wins, and the light 
will always shine through. May 
it be so this Christmas season. 

Newly updated Discipleship Classes begin Jan. 5
Dr. Clay Stauffer & Rev. Jay 
Hutchens are gearing up for a brand 
new version of our Discipleship 
Classes, beginning Wednesday, Jan. 
5, at 6:00 p.m. in the Boardroom.  
This new approach to the class is 
for both new & longtime members.

Jan. 5 - “Seeking” - We will 

talk about the ways we seek and 
experience God in our lives, spiritual 
disciplines, and the essentials of 
being a Christian.

Jan. 12 - “Sharing” - We will 
talk about why community and 
connection is so important.  
Spiritual formation is not automatic. 

We can not be Christians alone.  We 
need each other.

Jan. 19 - “Serving” - How do we 
use our spiritual gifts and abilities 
to serve and give back both 
inside and outside of the church?  
Opportunities abound.  Faith must 
be put into action.



Hanging of the Greens
PHOTOS BY STEVE LOWRY
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 Dear Hope
BY FARRELL MASON

Lo, in the silent night
A child to God is born

And all is brought again
That ere was lost or lorn

Could but thy soul, O man,
Become a silent night!

God would be born in thee
And set all things aright.

-15th century

The time of Advent has happily 
snuck up on me! It could not have 
come at a better time. I am tired of 
walking on eggshells and waiting 
for the other shoe to drop. These 
last two years have taught me more 
than I would like about loss, fear 
of tomorrow, and the fragility of 
my existence. Cue the angels, the 
Christmas star and the swaddled 
babe born in a manger. Let heaven 
break through.

It is compelling that the Christmas 
Story begins the very moment 
Mary said, “Yes” to God. We are not 
privy to Mary’s past; all her roads 
that led to that watershed moment. 
What a relief for all of us! God lives 
not in the past, but in the present 
moment with each of us. It does 
not matter what came before, only 
what comes next. Mary’s story was 
one of supernatural importance as 
she trusted all that she was, all that 
she loved, her today and tomorrow 
to God and His plan for her life. Not 
in her wildest imagination could 
she have known the impact of her 
yes. Mary took a leap and life took a 
turn for the wondrous.

The Advent hymn “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel” is our rallying 
call. Be bold this Christmas and 
ask God to birth something new in 
your life. Make room in your “inn” 
for God to work another miracle.

It’s time to leave the wilderness 
and enter the province of joy. Has 
the Pandemic left you as dry as the 
Sahara Desert? Pray for a cleansing 
rain and a tiny mustard seed of hope 
to take root in you this Christmas. 
Maybe life has disappointed you, 
either in your relationships, your 
dreams or your faith. Pray that God 
would open a new, creative chapter; 
one filled with fresh characters, 
arcs of hope, and a finale of 
redemption. Are you so tightly 
wound, frenetic, stressed that joy is 
impossible? Pray for God’s peace to 
smooth your edges and set you free! 
Are you overwhelmed by loss and 
the burden of grief? Pray for joy 
to return in the morning. Maybe 
you or I have allowed our egos to 
make a mess of what was meant to 
be sacred. Like the Prodigal, let us 
brave a return home to God and our 
best self. Turn over the reins and 
confess, “Thy will be done.” Maybe 
we just want to be seen, heard, 
valued—loved. Pray God would put 
people in our lives who are invested 
in the best for us. Maybe you and 
I are ready, like Mary, for God to 
use our lives for a greater purpose. 
With a brave heart, pray the words: 
“Here I am! Let it be according to 
your word (Luke 1:38).”

Welcome to Christmas!

Dear Hope,
Did you clock out?
Are you napping?

Have you finally thrown your hands 
up, the world is just too lost and 

broken?
I’m still here; in the wilderness; 

waiting for You—
Doubt visits,

it makes me squirm.
If there was ever a time for Your 

angels to rush in.
What about a burning bush? A 

dove-breakthrough? A grasp of The 
Hem?

A Christmas supernova?
I need to feel More—

Even, if it scorches me awake
Send a mistral into these dry, dusty 

bones.
Worthy work—I am an archeologist 

digging for faith.
Today,

I will open the stable door.
I will dust the ‘Welcome Mat’ of 

cobwebs
I will pull the screens off every 

window,
and chimney-sweep my hearth

for Your Spirit to find a way in—
Can You stay for a while?

I prayed for a miracle
but the miracle has not come.

Sometimes I catch a shimmer of You 
out the corner of my eye

Why can it not be all Light, all the 
time?

Why must we hurt beneath 
Heaven’s rim?

I am determined to connect Your 
sacred dots,

before my Hourglass is up.
It’s a black hole without You, as I 

have learned.
And my nickname is “Sunshine.”

I will press on.
Love is too good to turn my back.

Today,
I am going to love who and what is 

right in front of me
That is when You show up.

Last thing,
Remember what You promised me:

Hope will not disappoint.
And God, I don’t say it enough—I 

love you.

 A grateful Amen.



Join us this season for a 
special Advent Bible study 
for college aged young 
adults! The group will be 
meeting every Tuesday at 
6:00 p.m., kicking off tonight, 
Nov. 30, at Campbell West. 
Snacks & drinks provided.

This study will be focusing 
on what hope, peace, joy and 

love look like to us personally, and ways to foster these 
gifts in our lives and communities.  Questions? Contact 
Moriah Domby Pirtle at jubilation@woodmontcc.org 

College-aged Advent Bible 
Study begins tonight, Nov. 30

The Woodmont  Book Club will have its annual “Sweet 
and Swap” on Tuesday, Dec. 21, in the Bay Room from 
10:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  Bring a wrapped book and 
a plate of “goodies” to share.   The next read is Anxious 
People by Fredrik Backman and Doris Dark will lead 
the discussion at 10:30 a.m. on Jan. 18.

Book Club’s ”Sweet & 
Swap“ Dec. 21

You’re invited to join the watch 
party for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Middle Tennessee’s 
Annual Breakfast on Dec. 10.

Woodmont member Allen 
McDonald has been a “Big” 
for three boys over the past 
25 years and has served on 
the Board of Directors for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Middle Tennessee (BBBSMT) for the past 8 years.

BBBSMT is a non-profit organization whose mission 
is to ignite the power and promise of youth through 
mentorship. Each year, BBBSMT hosts an Annual 
Breakfast to share the agency’s direction for the 
upcoming year and inspiring stories from their Bigs 
and Littles. Allen invites you to join him for a viewing 
party at Woodmont on Dec. 10 for BBBSMT Annual 
Breakfast fundraising event!

The event will be held in Drowota Hall (the gym) the 
morning of December 10. A social meet-and-greet will 
start at 7:00 a.m., a brief announcement will be at 7:25, 
then the program produced by BBBSMT will begin at 
7:30 a.m. The program will end promptly at 8:30 a.m. A 
light breakfast will be served.

If you can attend, please RSVP on REALM, or e-mail 
Allen McDonald at allen@bsmproperties.com. If you 
are unable to attend but would like to donate, please let 
Allen know that as well. 

Watch party for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Dec. 10

CWF invites you to its annual Christmas program, with 
special guests Lauren Beuerlein, Justin Gung, Sarah 
Huffman, Gene Regen, and the children of Woodmont 
Christian Preschool! Invite a friend to hear the true 
story of Christmas told in poetry, prayer, and praise!  
Tuesday, Dec. 7, at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.
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The dove is the featured ornament 
in the 2021 Heart for Africa 
ornament collection. The dove is 
the symbol of peace, devotion, 
navigation, the Holy Spirit, grace 
and HOPE. All things our world 
needs now. A limited supply of 
these ornaments is available this 

year. Many of the classic ornaments are also available.

To purchase these ornaments, please contact Mary 
Welsh Owen at mwowen1123@gmail.com or you can 
reach her at 615-598-0770. Each ornament sells for $15. 
They will be available as long as the supply lasts or until 
Dec. 15. Thank you for your help in supporting Heart for 
Africa’s 300 plus children and the artisans who support 
their families by making these ornaments at Heart for 
Africa’s Project Canaan in Eswatini, Africa.

Shop with a Purpose

CWF ”Christmas in Poetry, 
Prayer, & Praise“ Dec. 7
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10:30 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Mary Clare & Jeremiah Pyron on the birth of their son, 
Riggs Franklin Pyron, on Nov. 30

CONTINUING CONCERNS:
• Jeff Hamm  - https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jeffhamm 
• Penelope Hastings, infant daughter of Sandra and Aaron 
Hastings, NICU at St. Thomas Midtown.
• Honey Hetzel 
• Jane Main 
• Billy Pirtle 
• Tallu Quinn - https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/talluquinn
• Pam Richardson 
• Nikki Schmutz 
• Chris Smith 
• Mike Stewart 
• Jim Thomas - https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jimthomas2020
• Amy Wright 

FAMILY/FRIENDS OF MEMBERS - CONCERNS:
• Rita Baldwin’s daughter, Debbie McPherson - recurring cancer
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ELDERS PRAYER CORNER 
1. Pray for understanding and patience in our daily lives.
2. Pray for those who have lost a loved one this year as they 
prepare for the holiday season without them.  
3. Pay that each of us feels Joy, Hope, Peace and Love this 
holiday season.  

BREAKFAST AT CHURCH 
CONTINUES THROUGH ADVENT

WEEK 2 OF ADVENT, DEC. 5
“PEACE FOR AN ANGRY WORLD”

CLAY STAUFFER
ISAIAH 11:1-6 & MATTHEW 2:1-12

9:15 A.M. INFORMAL WITH LIVESTREAM
9:30 A.M. THE BRIDGE

10:45 A.M. TRADITIONAL WITH LIVESTREAM

GIVING
NOV. 7: $92,981

NOV. 14: $79,703
NOV. 21: $152,657
NOV. 28: $30,882

 

- THIS WEEK - 
SUNDAY, DEC. 5 - ADVENT WEEK 2
8:30 AM Breakfast at Church, D.H.
9:15 AM Disciples Class, Room 105 
9:15 AM Challenge Class, Room 200 
10:45 AM Pathways Class, Boardroom 
10:45 AM Points of View Class, 105 
10:45 AM Reflections Class, Room 200 
5:00 PM Youth Group, Youth Commons 

MONDAY, DEC. 6
3:00 PM “Geezers,” Boardroom 
6:00 PM CWF Circle #5, Room 105 

TUESDAY, DEC. 7
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group, Board. 
10:00 AM CWF Board Meeting, 200
11:00 AM CWF General Meeting, Sanctuary
12:00 PM CWF Luncheon, D.H.
6:00 PM A.J. Levine Class, Chapel
6:00 PM College-aged Bible Study, C.W.
6:00 PM YP & Couples, C.W.
6:30 PM Alateen (ages 12-19), South Hall 
6:30 PM Parents AL-ANON Group, 105 
8:00 PM AA Meeting, South Hall 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 8
6:15 AM Men’s Small Group, Room 107 
7:00 AM Younger Men’s Bible Study, Board
8:00 AM “Original” Men’s Bible Study, 105 
6:15 PM Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

THURSDAY, DEC. 9
10:00 AM Sit & Stitch, Gathering Hall
1:00 PM Majhong Group, Gathering Hall
5:30 PM Handbells, Choir Room
6:30 PM Naranaon, Room 105
7:00 PM Music City Bronze Concert, Sanc.
8:00 PM AA Meeting, South Hall

FRIDAY, DEC. 10
7:00 AM Big Brothers/Big Sisters Event, D.H.

SATURDAY, DEC. 11
10:00 AM Al-Anon, Drowota Hall 
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