SEPTEMBER 10, 2019

Welcome new members!

BRANNON &
ABBY VANN

TAD & ANN
WOOD

FRANK & KELSEY SARAH WOOD
THOMASSON

Wednesday Fellowship Dinner returns
Sept. 11 with author A.J. Levine at 6:15 PM
in Drowota Hall
Amy-Jill Levine is University Professor
of New Testament and Jewish Studies
and Mary Jane Werthan Professor of
Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity
School and Program in Jewish
Studies. Her thirty books include
The Misunderstood Jew: The Church
and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus;
Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic
Parables of a Controversial Rabbi;
four children’s books (with Sandy
Sasso); The Gospel of Luke (with Ben
Witherington III); and The Jewish
Annotated New Testament (co-edited with Marc Z. Brettler).
In 2019 she became the first Jew to teach New Testament at
Rome’s Pontifical Biblical Institute.

Mothers and sons of all ages are invited
to compete in our inaugural Mother-Son
Olympics next Sunday, Sept. 22, 4 to 6 PM
Join us for our inaugural Mother-Son Olympics! This fun event
is for mothers and sons of all ages to participate in classic field
day games such as hula hoop ring toss, a massive obstacle
course, bounce houses, water balloon toss, and tug o’ war!
We’ll even have an area for young children to participate.
Come prepared to get messy and spend some quality time
with your boys! In order for us to provide enough food,
registration is required for the Mother-Son Olympics.
Click here to register for Mother-Son Olympics
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Here Comes Fall!
by Clay Stauffer

• The first ever Mother/Son Olympics will be
held Sunday afternoon, September 22nd, at
4 pm. This will be a great bonding opportunity
for all mothers and sons. Please RSVP if you
want to participate.

We are now entering what, I believe, is perhaps
the greatest season of the year – FALL! It is
exciting to see construction beginning on
the new building. The first phase will be the
demolition and excavation phase preparing
the sight for the new structure. Because we
are dealing with a hillside made of limestone,
this phase will take some time. Hopefully soon,
the temperatures will cool down and we can
get the sweaters out of the closet. Football
season is back which makes many of us happy.
The Tennessee Titans looked great against
the Cleveland Browns. Kids are back into the
school routine. Our Wednesday night dinners
have returned and Amy Jill Levine is lecturing
on Wednesday, September 11th and 18th. With
so much going on and coming up, I thought I
would take this article to highlight some very
important things.

• Fall Fest will be held on Saturday,
September 28th from 10-2 pm. This is a joint
event between WCPS and WCC. It is always a
lot of fun. Bring the entire family. Proceeds go
to support our Preschool.
•Beginning on Wednesday night, September
25th, we will welcome Hunter Mobley back
for a special series on “The Enneagram and
Relationships.” This will run for three weeks
(Sept. 25, Oct 2, Oct 9). The Enneagram is an
amazing tool to better understand marriage
and family dynamics. Hunter is a great teach
and you don’t want to miss this offering.

• We will continue our ongoing Fall sermon
series focusing on the “Stories of Jesus.” We
are looking closely at who Jesus was, what he
did and said, how he interacted with others,
and what we can learn about the Kingdom of
God.

• Starting on Wednesday, October 16th, we
will welcome Daystar parenting back for a
three week series. Dr. Ben Curtis, Director
of our Center for Healing and Spirituality will
also lead a class on “Caring for elderly family
members.”

• Ongoing stewardship is very important.
We are running a little behind on operational
giving after two months on the church year.
This is typical for this time of year (summer)
but we all must remember to make financial
support of the church a priority, especially as
the capital campaign moves forward. Regular
stewardship is an act of worship and a spiritual
discipline. The church simply cannot function
without sacrifice and generosity.

• Introduction to Woodmont luncheon will
be at 12:15 on Sunday, September 29th in the
Boardroom.
• New life groups are forming all the time.
If you are looking for a life group or a class
to join, please contact Anne Marie Farmer
annemarie@woodmontcc.org.
Fall is a busy time at Woodmont but also a great
time! Don’t miss these opportunities to grow
and to get involved in the life of the church.

• AJ Levine will be lecturing 9/11 and 9/18
on “The Jewish Context of Jesus.” At 6:15
p.m. in Drowota Hall following the dinner. She
is a world-renowned NT scholar who teaches
at Vanderbilt. Call the church office to make
reservations.
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Blessings,

New Emergency Exit and Fire
Drill 12:15 PM this Sunday
by Mike Brent

The South Entrance is now closed due to
construction, and will be closed until the new
addition is completed. A temporary emergency
exit at the south end of the building is now under
construction, and should be completed within the
next week or so.
Members with young children attending a class in
the lower level Kids Commons Area, or youth who
meet in the upper lever area at the south end of the
building, should note new evacuation routes will
be posted in those rooms this week. Some of the
outside locations where parents should meet their
children in the event of a fire alarm will change, so
please review the new postings.
ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, NURSERY
WORKERS, SHEPHERDS, ELDERS AND DEACONS
SHOULD PLAN TO ATTEND THE EVACUATION
TRAINING AND FIRE DRILL SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER
15, AT ABOUT 12:15PM IN ROOM 105 (starting
as soon as everyone can assemble there after the
1100AM service concludes). We’re encouraging
everyone to attend, even if they’ve participated
in this drill in past years, because we have some
members who are new to these roles, and even
if you’ve served in such a role before, everyone
needs a refresher from time to time (especially
since the emergency exit routes are different
during construction). Lunch will be provided, and
we should conclude about 1:30 PM. If you have any
questions/comments please contact Mike Brent or
Allen McDonald.

Sept. 15th-30th birthdays:

Anna Cromwell 9/16 Tucker Alexander 9/29
Bodhi Kolakowski 9/17 Creason Clayton 9/29
Emery Corey 9/19 Thomas Woodard 9/29
Fisher Glasgow 9/20 Emery Grace McLean
Hollis Cazana 9/22
9/30
Fields Navarro 9/26

Pancakes & Pajamas
Sunday, Sept. 8

Living Soulfully
by Farrell Mason

“Your life is already artful–waiting,
just waiting for you to make it art.”
– Toni Morrison

Years ago I visited the Sir John Soane Museum
in London. It is an incredible house, a “cabinet
de curiositie,” overflowing with art collected by
a renaissance man who sought a larger-than-life
existence. He collected objects that tell the story
of his life; whom and what he loved, talisman from
his travels and adventures, exemplars of beauty
from nature and created by human genius.
After research of his life I learned his house also,
although maybe not in plain sight, documents his
personal defeats, losses, and scars. Again, no true
living is complete without them.

The Universe is asking us to open our arms to
every encounter, relationship, defeat and dream.
Bravery is required! The poet Rainer Maria Rilke
said it best regarding God’s ask of us, “Go to the
limits of your longing. Embody me. Flare up like a
flame and make big shadows I can move in. Let
everything happen to you: beauty and terror. Just
keep going. No feeling is final. Don’t let yourself
lose me. Nearby is the country they call life. You
will know it by its seriousness. Give me your hand.”

I am curating my own, as are you, metaphorical
“cabinet de curiositie” with each and every life
experience—— the good, the bad, the ugly and
surely the beautiful. No one did this better than
Jesus. He always opened his arms and welcomed
the full spectrum of the human experience. With
an uncanny eagerness for life, he could be found
toasting friends at a wedding banquet, relishing
time on the sea, in the desert, in the market
and in many verdant gardens. He knew his life’s
impact so he made sure that every soul crossing
his path walked away having experienced love. He
came as the ultimate encourager of the human
spirit. Jesus energized himself in study, in nature,
in prayer, and in constant conversation with His
Father. He did not avoid earthly disappointments,
genuine grief and terrific physical and spiritual
pain. Remember, he wept. All was part of fulfilling
his holy quest on earth. His boldness came from
an unflagging trust that God held him whatever
would happen.

The message: Be bold. God is with you.
This summer the French cuisine was otherworldly,
feast upon feast. At one particular lunch my sixyear old son dropped his moelleux au chocolat
dessert underneath the table. Like a mad woman,
I dove under his feet, determined not to leave a
single delicious crumb. Isn’t this how God is calling
all of us to live? To relish every crumb of this human
spiritual experience. I had an epiphany after
performing a funeral this summer for a woman I
greatly admired. She was a master at diving under
the table of life not to miss a single sweet morsel
of her earthly experience. In eighty-nine sentient
years on this planet, Elizabeth knew great love, rich
relationships, the beauty of Mother Earth, goodhearted community and a nourishing spiritual life.
But she also knew heartbreak, disappointment
and loss. Wise indeed, she realized to accomplish
a life fully lived, one must welcome and make
peace with all of it. (I could to do better weaving the
rough with the smooth threads into my tapestry).

Living soulfully is not lush rhetoric. It is a brave,
even gutsy way to live.

Farrell’s blog is back!
Sign up at www.breadandhoneyblog.net
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Buddies Needed for New Buddy Ministry!
by Ann Wiles

As part of our core mission of “growing disciples of Christ
by seeking God, sharing love, and serving others,” we are
excited to be launching a “Buddy Ministry” that will pair
individuals with special needs with a “Buddy” to help facilitate
participation in Sunday School.
What is a Buddy? A Buddy provides support and friendship
for an individual with special needs so that they can hear and
experience the love of Christ, while allowing the whole family
to participate as valuable members of the congregation.
Who can be a Buddy? Anyone who has a heart for individuals
with special needs and their families, and a desire to help
integrate and connect those with special needs to others.
Adults and youth can serve as Buddies, depending on the
needs of the individual. No special expertise is required.
What does a Buddy do? A Buddy meets their Friend in
their Sunday School class, and assists in integrating their
Friend into the class with peers and the lesson. A Buddy
acts as a “shadow,” allowing their Friend to have as much
independence as possible, assisting when their Friend
indicates the need for additional assistance.
How does a Buddy know what to do? Families will complete
a form that will provide Buddies with specific information
about their Friend they are helping. The Church will also
provide training, resources, and support.
What is the time commitment? We plan to form “teams”
of Buddies, with each Buddy serving approximately once a
month, but you are welcome to serve more frequently if you
would like.

T H I S WEE K
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

8:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM

9:45 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:00 PM
5:45 PM

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

3:00 PM

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

6:15 AM
7:00 AM
7:00 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM

Men’s Small Group, Room 100
“Original” Men’s Bible Study, 105
Younger Men’s Bible Study, Board Rm.
Grace Notes, Kids Commons
Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, D.H.
MENU: Chickpea and white-bean salad
with mozzarella, red onion, herb vinaigrette,
cherry tomato, cucumber • Zucchini/
eggplant au gratin • Citrus marinated
grilled chicken with sundried tomato butter
• Garlic rolls
VEGETARIAN: Fried Squash Cake with
lemon basil remoulade
KIDS: Lemon Chicken Penne

6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM

For more info, contact
steve@woodmontcc.org

“Geezers,” Boardroom

9:00 AM Women’s Prayer Group, C.S.
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study, Room 200
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal , Choir Room

If you are interested in becoming a Buddy, think a member of your
family could use a Buddy, or would like more information, contact
michelle.f.milam@gmail.com or annwiles@gmail.com.

OCT. 17-20

Seekers Bible Study, Room 105
Challenge Class, Room 200
Disciples Class, Room 105
Informal Worship, Sanctuary
Adeline Bell Child Dedication
21st Century Class, Boardroom
The Bridge Worship, D.H.
Life in the Balance Class, Bay Rm.
Pathways Class, Boardroom
Points of View Class, Room 105
Reflections Class, Room 200
Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
Adaline Gambrell Child Dedication
Jubilation Rehearsal, Choir Room
Youth Group, Youth Wing

Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
Holy Yoga, Room 200
A.J. Levine, Drowota Hall

PRAYERS FOR OUR
CHURCH FAMILY
CONTINUING CONCERNS:
• Tony Bueschen, Allison’s husband,
home, hip replacement Sept. 4
• Sarah Peay
• Gary Thompson
• Isse Waddey
• Jackie May Weatherman, home, kee
replacement Sept. 3

AUGUST 18:
AUGUST 25:
SEPTEMBER 1:
SEPTEMBER 8:

SUNDAY
SCHOOL:
485
420
249
438

TOTAL
ATTENDANCE: OPERATING:
1184
$55,017
1040
$28,669
657
$33,748
997
$59,122

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AT WOODMONT
Sept. 15: “Origins of the Christian Church” continues

This Sunday, the Points of View Class continues a new study of our
denomination at 11:00 AM in Room 105. What are the origins of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)? Who started it and why? How
have we changed over the past two hundred years? The class will use
a discussion format based on readings from Joined in Discipleship by
Mark Toulouse and other sources including guest speakers.
Questions? Email ralph.parsons@comcast.net

Sept. 22: Study on the Gospel of John begins

Beginning September 22, a Sunday bible study on the Gospel of John will
begin at 9:30 AM and 11:00 AM. This will be a week-by-week, in-depth
study of the fourth Gospel in both the Disciples Class at 9:30 AM (Room
105) and the Reflections Class at 11:00 AM (Room 200). The classes invite
you to join them for a study of this unique and different Gospel.

Sept. 24: G.E.M.S. returns with Tom Adkinson, author
of “100 Things To Do in Nashville Before You Die”

Travel writer and former travel PR exec Tom
Adkinson has spent the last six decades in Nashville
(except for a few years in exile in Birmingham),
and that gave him a great perspective for writing
his lighthearted guide to 100 special activities
in Nashville. His Sept. 24 program will highlight
some of those activities and offer several themed
itineraries to consider.

GEMS (Greet, Eat, Meet, Socialize) gathers at noon
in Room 105 on the fourth Tuesday of the month.
The group is open to everyone, but reservations are
required and can be made on our Realm church
app or with the church office. The buffet cost is $10.
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FAMILY/FRIENDS OF MEMBERS CONCERNS:
• Chris Jenkins and family, friend of
Jim and Laurie Hester - brain cancer
• Sabrina Kronk’s mother, Linda Langley
• Glenn Hammonds, brother of Susan
Hammonds-White, in Berkeley, CA

THE ELDERS INVITE
YOU TO JOIN THEM
IN PRAYER FOR:
ALL VICTIMS AFFECTED BY
HURRICANE DORIAN, ESPECIALLY
THE PEOPLE IN THE BAHAMAS.
1. We pray that the evacuation
process can move swiftly to help
people get to a safe place.
2. We pray that the survivors will get
any medical help needed, government
or recovery funding, and any other
type of assistance that will help them
rebuild their lives and homes.
3. We pray for the responders who
will be delivering relief supplies and
offering help in various ways.
“Let each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the interests
of others.” - Philippians 2:4

Book signing Sept. 22

Woodmont
member Julie
Ingman will be
signing her new
book Practicing
Awakening:
Reflections from the
Heart next Sunday,
Sept. 22, from 9
to 11 AM in the
Gathering Hall.
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