
Shopkeepers 

Your livelihood depends on the sale of your products.  So comments about the 
superior quality of your merchandise.  Maybe your family has been in the 
business for many years.  Much of your knowledge of the world outside of 
Bethlehem may come from these visitors and customers.   

You may ask about the mood of the soldiers and whether they had any trouble 
with registering for the census.  Encourage the visitors to ask questions, and be 
proud of your product.  Think of the purpose of your product 2000 years ago. 
Does it hold something, provide light, taste good, etc? 

Our shopkeepers are who make Bethlehem come alive.  If you haven’t taken part 
in WTB before, you will be amazed at the transformation of the space.  The 
visitors actually get caught up in the atmosphere that we create.  It really looks 
like a Middle Eastern village.  Some of the shops offer an opportunity for guests to 
make something (rag dolls, pottery) or to take part in the process (the olive press, 
tent maker).  Your role is information, demonstration, and friendliness.  Have fun 
with your visitors - taunt the soldiers, haggle over price and express confusion 
over what “dollars” are.  FYI, the unit of currency is denar. 

And to repeat – Have Fun!  


