
The Manger 

Mary and Joseph 

The manger area will be the last stop for our guests.  Throughout their visit in the 
village, they will have been asked if they have heard about a special baby born in 
Bethlehem today.  Most everyone will know the birth story so kids (and adults) 
will be curious about the baby and your accommodations in the manger.  Many of 
the children will bring their rag dolls and gift them to the baby.  Gently tell the 
children that they can look but not touch.  Some of our staff will occasionally 
empty rag dolls from the crib.  There will be hundreds. 

You may be asked about your journey.  It’s about 90 miles from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, so their trip may have taken most of a week – especially with a soon-
to-be mom. 

 

Wisemen 

You have followed a new star in the sky, and it led you to this small town and to 
this child.  Your costumes are regal – by far the most elaborate that anyone has 
seen.  There is no mention of the wise men’s homeland, but it would have likely 
been a desert land because they rode camels. 

Likely questions: 

What are your names?  

 These aren’t mentioned so feel free to choose something interesting 

Did you ride camels? 

The answer is “Yes” but we won’t have a camel this year. So, maybe the 
answer is that they are in a stable being fed. 

What gifts did you bring? 

 Gold – I’m fairly sure we all know what that is 

Frankincense – A resinous gum made from the sap of various trees.  It 
burns steadily for a long time with a fragrant odor.  It was a symbol of deity 
and divine nature.  It was very expensive.  FYI, while it’s not recommended, 



frankincense and myrrh have been swallowed by the guests.  In small 
quantities it is non-toxic. 

Myrrh – An aromatic resin made from several plants.  The oil was used for 
anointing and embalming.  It is very dear and costly. 

  

  

  


