											June 3, 2026
Dear Church Council,
I am writing to inform you of my plans to retire.  I started working here at NJUMC in 1989 when I was twenty-six.  Just a little history if I may…. Four years prior to that, I graduated from Purdue University.  Mike & I got married and lived in Lafayette until we moved back to North Judson in 1988.  At that time, I was trying to decide what path my life would take.  We had our first child and I was struggling with making a decision on whether to go for a full-time career, or go for part-time to be able to spend more time at home.  During this time in our lives, we had fallen away from attending church.  I pretty much stopped going when I was in college and didn’t get back to it.  My mom had recently moved back to North Judson and started attending NJUMC again.  A young pastor, Rev. Mark Ellcessor, was serving our church at that time and made a visit to my mom.  I just happened to be there at her house.  We got to talking and I explained to him that I had grown up at NJUMC, was baptized in 1963, confirmed in 1975, and had not been attending anywhere since college.  We talked of many things, and I was very impressed by him.  He mentioned that he was looking for a person to work in the church office as an office administrator.  He said he wanted to change the structure of the secretary’s job to become more administrative.  He asked about my education, and I informed him that I had a Bachelor of Science degree in RHI Management.  He asked me if I would consider working at the church.  I told him I would think about it.  After that conversation, I kept feeling a tugging at my heart, a nudging.  I made the decision to take the position.  This decision changed my life.  I found that this was not just a job, it was a calling for me.  It also brought me (and eventually Mike) back to my church, and we raised our kids here.  In 1994, when Pastor Mark had the call to move to another church, he said to me, “I can see you working here until you retire”.  He was right!!! Pastor Chris is the seventh pastor I have worked with, and looking back at all of the decades, I feel so humbled and blessed that God called me to serve here.  And now, He has called me in another direction, and I have made the decision to retire to be able to spend more time with my mom who is 91.  I want to be able to help her out as much as I can.
And… when one door closes, another opens.  As you may know, Linda Lewandowski’s job at Knox will be ending shortly, and she has expressed an interest in working here in this position at NJUMC.  Our plan, with your approval, is that we will be working together, starting towards the end of this month, until she learns the ropes, and when she feels comfortable by herself, I will transition to retirement.  After that, I will always be here to help out if needed, as Pastor Chris says, “as a consultant”.
I believe that God’s Timing is Perfect Timing!!!   I feel beyond fortunate to have been called to work here, and I will continue to serve here with the Mustard Seed Praise Team, Chancel Choir, Worship Committee, Kid’s Closet Fundraisers, Henny Penny, etc.  We are so blessed to have such a wonderful church family, and to serve such an awesome God!  Thank you all for your leadership here at NJUMC.

In Christ’s Love,
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