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Gender based violence and abuse amongst older women can be overlooked by health and social care 
providers. When women become ‘older’ their gender seems to be forgotten or becomes hidden. This 
means that older women’s experiences of gender-based violence are often not recognised or responded 
to. 

Around 500,000 older people are believed to be abused at any one time in the UK, with most victims of 
elder abuse being older women with a chronic illness or disability, according to statistics provided by the 
government information service. The Counting Dead Women project shows that of those women killed, 
most of the women aged over 60 were killed by a male family member, either a spouse or a 
son/grandson. 

Older women suffering from domestic and sexual violence may be afraid to seek help or may not know 
where or how to access support and they are less likely to report crimes or to leave the perpetrator. 
Additionally, according to recent research (SafeLives project), older women are less likely to leave in the 
year before accessing help, and more likely to be living with the perpetrator after getting support. 

Older women face particular obstacles to disclosure and help-seeking, which have not been adequately 
acknowledged and are not sufficiently understood or provided for. Against the backdrop of the global 
ageing population, it is fundamental that health and social care professionals are able to both identify 
gender-based violence and abuse and understand the particular experiences, needs and rights of older 
women. The work of the Open-Ended Working Group to the UN in relation to a possible convention of 
human rights for older people has had a key role to play concerning violence towards older women. This 
presentation will explore these issues. 

  


