
Start an Epiphany tradition 

While Christmas marks the coming of God to us, Epiphany celebrates the 
appearance of the Lord in the midst of humanity. Epiphany extols the 
revelation of God to the world in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Epiphany not only discloses the Savior to the world, but also calls the 
world to show forth Christ, to be witnesses to God’s true light. The 
timeless mystery of the incarnation — God in flesh — leads us forth to 
show and tell of Christ as God’s gift of grace and salvation for all people. 
Some call this ongoing epiphany the work of Christmas. 

Epiphany is observed on Jan. 6. A centuries-old Epiphany tradition more common in Europe than in the 
United States is known as “chalking the door.” On Epiphany, the day following the Twelfth Day of Christmas, 
guests gather at a home to invoke the Magi’s and Christ’s own blessing upon it. Drawing on the second chapter 
of Matthew — the only Gospel depicting the Magi — those gathered may read a brief, responsive liturgy or say a 
prayer. 

Although Matthew never mentions the Magi’s names, tradition has it that they were called Caspar, Melchior 
and Balthazar. The initials CMB also abbreviate a Latin house blessing, Christus mansionem benedicat, 
meaning “May Christ bless this dwelling.” Chalking the door on the Feast of Epiphany involves writing — with 
chalk — these three letters, interspersed with crosses and flanked by the numbers of the present year, on the 
lintel of a house’s front door. If you do, here’s how your inscription will look: 

20 + C + M + B + 21 

After chalking the door, light a candle and invite those gathered at your home to say a responsive liturgy such 
as this: 

Peace be to this house and to all who pass through its doors. 
With the wise men from the East, we ask, 
Where is the child who has been born a king? 
We have come to pay him homage. 
When the star stopped over the place where the child was, 
the Magi were overwhelmed with joy! 
They entered the house and saw the holy Christ, with Mary, his mother. 
With those who first adored him, we have come to honor the Savior. 
God, we thank you for revealing Jesus to the world. 
May the living Lord bless this home and all who live or visit here. Amen.  

Or say any of the following Epiphany prayers offered by the Office of Theology and Worship: 

God of endless light, you sent a star — rising from darkness, guiding seekers and sages, overwhelming us with 
joy.  Let the splendor of your dawning light 
grow in us and in all the world until the whole creation shines with your glory; through Jesus Christ, our light. 
Amen. 

God of light, shining in darkness, through a little child, born in Bethlehem, you open to us the treasure of your 
grace. Help us to search diligently for him, so that we may offer our lives to you with thanksgiving, joy and 
praise; through Jesus Christ, the rising star. Amen. 

Shepherd of Israel, you sent a star to enlighten the wise and a child to topple the tyrant. Make us wise enough 
to seek you among the least of your children, wise enough to trade our treasure for the gift of overwhelming joy. 
Amen. 


