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BACKGROUND
SCRIPTURE
Proverbs 3:17;8:32-
36;John l4:1-I4

A VERSE TO
REMEMBER

Jesus said to him,
"I am the way, and
the truth, and the
life. No one comes
to the Father except
through me." (|ohn
14:6)

TRUTH,ANDLIFE

STEPPING INTO THE WORD

fn the Gospel of John, we find a version of Jesus very differ-
Ient from the one we studied last week in Mark. John'sJesus
never has a doubt or question aboutwho he is in relationship
to God. He is the Word, in the beginning with God before
there was a beginning. He is part of God. As he states inJohn
10:20, "The Father and I are one." Yet he finds himself with
the same human disciples who have the same kinds of ques-

tions as the disciples in the other Gospels and the same trouble
understanding who he is and what he wants them to do.

John is believed to have the latest composition date among
the Gospels, somewhere between 85 CE and the ear$ years of
the second century. We have no solid evidence for the loca-
tion of what we call theJohannine community, but reading
between the lines suggests struggles with the synagogue.
Unfortunately, John has been used to iustify anti-Semitism,
although the conflict would have been theological, not
racial, since John's first readers would largely have been

Jewish Christians. When reading the Gospel of John, con-
sider replacing references to "the Jews" with "religious lead-
ers" or "religious authorities."

Wherevei and wheneverJohn was written, it includes sev-

eral beloved stories that enrich our sense of Jesus' life and
ministry, stories not found in the other three Gospels. These
include the lengthy encounter with the Samaritan woman at
the well, the vivid story of the Man Born Blind and the reli-
gious leaders who questioned his healing, and the raising-of
Mary's and Martha's brother Lazarus after he hadbeen in the
tomb for three days.

Loving God, as we continue our study af your word in the Gospel
of fohn, enligfuten us and inspire us to follow yout way. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE John 1"4:1-14

1 A .1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
I-1. Ibelieve also in me. zln my Father's house there are

many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where I am, there you may be also. aAnd you know the way
to the place where I am going." sThomas said to him, "Lord, we
do not knowwhere you are going. How can we know the way?"
6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. ilf you know me,
you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him."

sPhilip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied." eJesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Do you
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me
because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father maybe glorified in the Son. lalf in my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.

Note: Find Scripture Notes for this reading on the final page of
the lesson.

A WORD ABOUT FAREWELLS

\ A Ih"" we bid farewell to people we love, particularly those
Y Y we have nurtured or mentored, it feels natural to share

with them the things we believe are most important. Randy
Pausch, a professor at Carnegie Mellonwho hadbeen diagnosed
with terminal pancreatic cancer, gave a "Last Lecfure." The con-
cept of the lecture would be theoretical for most professors who
have given them, based in the notion of having one final oppor-
tunity to teII their students what they want them to know.
Pausch, knowing his time was actually limited, shared the things
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he wanted his young children to know, including stories from
his life and the lessons he wanted them to learn but would not
survive to teach them.

John's Gospel gives us a very different start to the night we
now call Maundy Thursday than the other Gospels. Instead of
the breaking of bread and the sharing of a cup, the ritual action
at supper in John 1"3 is the washing of feet. Jesus' last lecture
began with a demonstration of servant leadership. Then he
offered his parting thoughts to his friends, a speech which goes
on for the next four chapters. Like Ecclesiastes 3, a portion of
which appeared in our lesson two weeks ago, the first few verses
ofJohn 14 often appear in funeral services. They feel appropriate
not just because Jesus speaks of the place he goes to prepare for
us, but because they are part of his long goodbye to the disciples
known as the Farewell Discourse.

Jesus spoke knowing that he would not have ongoing opportu-
nities to teach his followers. Later that night he would be arrested
and put on trial; the next day he would be crucified. WhenJesus
explained in the final verses of chapter 1"3 that he would be leav-
ing and they could not follow him, the disciples reacted in dis-
tress. Chapter L4 thus begins with words of comfort. Jesus offers
an assurance that he will expand on later in the Farewell Discourse,
saying that even though they won't see him for a while, they will
see him again. "Do not let your hearts be troubled" (v. 1).

In the church we turn to these words when we need comfort.
As mourne$ we build on the image of many dwelling places to
envision where our loved ones might be in spirit, a place where
we someday hope to foin them. He's going ahead to prepare a
place for them. In his Father's house there are many dwelling
places, many mansions, enough room for all of us.

What words of wisdom would you want to share with your
loved ones if time were short?

"l HAVE A QUESTION"

\ [ /hat do you suppose would have happened if Jesus had
V Y stoppedspeakingafterverse3 ofJohnL|? If hehadspoken

his words of assurance without adding that the disciples knew
the way to where he was going, would that have been the end of
the Farewell Discourse? Will you, readers, grow frustrated if every
sentence in this section of the lesson ends with a question mark?
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At my house, the brief sentence, "I have a question," comes
out of the mouth of our youngest son at least daily, and usually
many times a day. \Atrhat seemed like a developmental phase
when he was younger began to look later like a personality quirk.
As parents we have worked through our own phases, from think-
ing it was cute, to wondering why he did not seem to trust our
answers, to concluding that the questioning is a feature, not a
bug. He wants to know things and gain darity, so naturally our
boy has a lot of questions.

Thomas asks the question the rest of the disciples probably
shared. They have no idea whereJesus is going. Without know-
ing the destination, they cannot find the route. Afraid he will be
left behind, Thomas assumes there is an itinerary, butJesus is the
way, and the truth, and the life. The way is not geographical.

Philip does not put his statement in the form of a question,
but he is asking one too. Just show us, he says, as if he missed the
remarks Jesus made at the Temple in chapter 10. Jesus and the
Father are one. If you have seenJesus, you have seen God. What
looks straightforward in sentence construction still baffles the
disciples. And who can blame them? We have the benefit of
almost two thousand years of studying these stories, and
Christians today still have more to learn.

We might find it encouraging thatJesus surrounded himself
with disciples who regularly said, "I have a question." Some
Christian traditions discourage questions. Wisdom is dispensed,
and people are expected to listen, believe, and behave accord-
ing1y. Yet the gospels show acts of great faith expressed in the
form of a question. Thomas in chapter 1"4, like Peter in the previ-
ous chapter, shows that asking for an explanation can help us
reach a truer understanding.

In the tradition of Proverbs, Jesus taught through stories,
images, and figures of speech, not lists of directions or explicit
requirements. He presses us to follow him, not to follow a map.
Gaining from his wisdom requires our willingness to consider
possibilities, develop interpretations, gain insight, and then to
do it all again.

ffi Wnat questions do you have about your faith?

STEPPING INTO THE WORLD

A t a church in a central Atlantic city, the confirmation class
Afrur included children from familiti with both Jewish and
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Christian parents. The kids have attended worship and religious
education in both traditions. Church leaders have decided to
prioritize relationship with these families that are part of their
faith community rather than drawing a hard line. The Jewish
kids write a statement of faith at the end of the class, just like
their Christian counterparts, but it is not a Christian statement,
and they do not join the church. The pastor admits that it is both
in line with the congregation's inclusive values yet also very
complicated.

The pastor's colleagues wondered with him whether there
were more potential problems than benefits. Having read today's
passage, you may be wondering how it could work at all. Isn't
Jesus the way, according toJohn 14? This sounds like an irrecon-
cilable difference, not just with our Jewish friends, but with
people of other faiths and no faith at all.

It is easy to see how one verse has formed the basis for centu-
ries of religious prejudice and persecution againstJewish people.
John 14:6 seems to give permission for absolute thinking, a sort
of "my way or the highway" approach. John's Gospel as a whole
has been employed against Jewish people historically and even
today is offered up as an indictment against them in some
Christian thinking. If Christians can be so hostile to the faith
practiced by Jesus himself, it is little wonder that some also
express religious prejudice toward Muslims, Buddhists, and
believers in other religions.

Sometimes Christians accuse other Christians of getting it
wrong too. How can we counteract such hostility?

On9l77, moved by an interfaith service at her home church
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the late Edie Howe wanted to
start the kind of dialogue that would promote understand-
ing. Along with her pastor, the Rev. Dr. Mary Luti, and a col-
lege professor, Anne Minton, she founded Daughters of
Abraham,l a book group that has grown to forty chapters in
fifteen states. Membership is open to women who are com-
mitted to the life of faith in any of the three Abrahamic reli-
gions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. The organization's
guidelines require that Christians be no more than half of
each local group. The books chosen encourage discussion of
faith practices with a goal of deep, mutual understanding. Dr.
Luti, in an interview with Tony Robinson, said, "We want to

1. daughtersofabraham.com/.
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develop a! lppreciative understanding of one another,s faith
as a way of life."1

That sounds like a higher way.

whlt have you learned about another faith that surprised
you?

SCRIPTURE NOTES

!-he following,notes provide additional information about today,s
Scripture reading that may be helpful for your study.
1. Jesus'words and proclamations inJohn 14:L_I"4 offer

similarities to Wisdom's speech in proverbs 8:1_36.
2. chapters 14-17 are known as The Farewell Discourse of

Jesus.Jesus bequeaths wisdom and power to the disciples.
3. John 14 shows the difficulty the disciptes had in

understandingJesus. These things he spoke of were very
new to them and hard to perceive. They asked questions to
get clarity, but they would only later come to a 6etter
understanding.

4. The unity of the Father and the Son (1"4:11) is a recurrent
theme inJohn's Gospel.

5. Jesus as truth inJohn 14:6 aligns with ,,the truth,,in 1:14.
5. verse 13: "in mylame" means to ask asJesus'representative

rather than invoking the name lesus as a tino of^magic spell.

L. Anthony B..Robinson, 'Articles of Faith: Daughters of Abraham Live in
Each other's Faith, " seattlepi. com, www seatilepi. com/locai/article
/Articles- of- Faith-Daughter3-of-Abraham-live_ ii- nZ e StZ .pip.

A LOOK AHEAD

DAIIY BIBTE READINGS
Suffering on Behalf of the Church Colossians 1:24-29
Saved by God's Me Titus 3:3-7
Ask God Will Supply Your Needs Luke 11:9-13

Romans 5:1-5
God's Loving Actions toward

Sinners
Romans 5:6-11

Grass Withers But God's Word
Stands

Isaiah 40;1-B
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