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~ 
Daily Bible Readings 

M Sept. 20 Exod. 19:1-8 A Priestly Kingdom, a Holy 
Nation 

T Sept.21 Exod. 20:1-6 Worship God Alone 

w Sept. 22 Pss. 133; 134 When Kindred Live in Unity 

Th Sept. 23 Rev.4 Praise in the Heavenly 
Community 

F Sept. 24 Acts 2:1-12 The Day of Pentecost 

Sa Sept. 25 Acts 2:22-36 Jesus Is Lord and Messiah 

STEPPING INTO THE WORD 
l A Then we step into the Word for this session, we're not 
V V stepping into a church picnic where the sun is golden 

and the food is plentifully laid out on a groaning table while 
a gentle breeze blows by folks relaxing. These picnics (we are 
always thankful when we get to experience them) are also 
examples of unity, and this is an obvious place to note the 
link between current church picnics and the faithful sharing 
bread after Pentecost (Acts 2:43-47). But instead of this calm, 
we are stepping into a scene taking place after "there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house wh~e they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them" 
(Acts 2:2-3). 

It is the same Spirit that touches each disciple, enabling 
them to speak in different languages so that every person 
present-no matter where they're from-can understand 
God's mighty deeds. Individuality is certainly key here, but 
not individualism. The chapter begins with the one Spirit 
working in such a way that everyone can .understand the 
same message. Unity doesn't erase individuality or individual 
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gifts, but individualism can ruin unity. This may be the hardest 
thing for us to shake in the United States as we read this passage, 
or any Bible passage for that matter. 

When we step into this Scripture, we step into the work the 
Holy Spirit has already begun. When we join a prayer group, a 
Bible study, a worship service, or a mission, we are stepping into 
work the Holy Spirit has already begun. It is the same for all those 
who were gathered in Jerusalem: They had no clue they were 
already in the middle of what God was doing in the world. 

O God, we ask for your guidance and wisdom that we may hear 
what you want us to hear in a way that helps us understand your 
almighty presence and steadfast love. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE Acts 2:32-33, 37-47 

2• 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all ofus are wit
• nesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of 

God, and having received from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear ... 

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and to the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we 
do?" 38Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise 
is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, every
one whom the Lord our God calls to him." 40And he testified 
with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, "Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41So those who wel
comed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. 42They devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. 

43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs 
were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together 
and had all things in common; 45they would sell their posses
sions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of 
all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. 
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WITNESSING AND RESPONDING TO THE SPIRIT 

Peter's address to the crowd beginning in verse 14 is not a fire 
and brimstone type of sermon. He doesn't threaten those 

present. He is addressing Jews who are gathered for Pentecost, by 
drawing them into the theological and scriptural tradition they 
all share-he refers to Joel 2:28-29 to remind them of God's 
promises to the people-and of their role inJesus' death. But the 
main point of Peter's address is not what was done to Jesus so 
much as how Jesus is the fulfillment of God's promises to Israel. 
Verses 32-33 describe the link of all three persons we understand 
to be the Trinity: "Uesus] was exalted to God's right side and 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit. CT esus] poured 
out this Spirit." Because they are Jews, Peter is bringing them face 
to face with the promise of the Messiah in the prophets. Faced 
with this, they have to respond: Either they see that Jesus is the 
Messiah, even without being a conquering hero, or they refuse 
Peter's address. Jesus' pouring out of the spirit demands a 
response. 

Verse 37 describes how the onlookers responded to Peter's 
message. Translations are often along the lines of "deeply trou
bled," but that doesn't quite get the sense of the Greek. The word 
used means "they were pierced." What they heard didn't just 
hang around in their ears. It went straight into their hearts. 
Paired with what they witnessed in the tongues of fire and heard 
in the languages spoken, they had to respond. Instead of reject
ing what they heard and saw, they actually ask for guidance on 
their response because they want to respond. 

Peter draws on tradition to address the Jews. Later, in Acts 10, 
we see what unfolds when Peter comes to understand God's 
inclusive love for all, Jewish and Gentile. (See Acts 10, especially 
verses 34 and 44-48.) Some writers describe this series of events 
as the "Gentile Pentecost." In this instance, Peter is the one who 
responds by being open to God's message of salvation for all. (We 
will also see in Acts 10 that the Gentiles present respond as did 
the Jews in chapter two: with repentance and baptism.) 

Baptism is important here. It is the response signaling the re
orientation of faith and life to Jesus Christ. To be oriented to 
Christ, or in union with Christ, is to be, by definition, part of the 
Holy Spirit's community. 

mil If Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit to all gathered, how is 
1111 response to Jesus expressed in community? 
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GOD CHOOSES DIVERSITY 

What does it mean to live a life rooted in tradition, sealed by 
baptism, and grounded in the outpouring of the Spirit? By 

the time we get to the end of Acts 2, we see that it is lively, joyous, 
just, and generous, with marvelously diverse unity. 

This is important to note, especially since Pentecost begins 
with individual tongues of fire from one Spirit. One might be 
tempted to think that the individuality of fire,.tongues, people, 
and languages would indicate that the individual is more impor
tant than the community. But this would require dismissing the 
fact that the pouring out of the Spirit began in the community 
of the gathered disciples. It would also require dismissing that it 
was the same unifying proclamation heard in a variety of lan
guages. Finally, it would require dismissing Peter's interpretation 
of what was happening through the lens of their shared tradi
tion. The gospel is good news for all because it is good news for 
each. Variety is the way the message of the one loving and unify
ing God is conveyed, not because the Holy Spirit has to tailor 
itself to human expression, but because this is how the Spirit 
is expressed. We might even want to coin a new word: 
"communifying." 

In Ephesians 4 it is clear that Christ's body takes shape through 
diversity. Maturity is not in individual perfection, but in com
munal wholeness and health. In Genesis 11, where we read the 
story of Babel, we see that the Lord wants dispersal of human 
beings throughout earth, as intended in creation. An aspect of 
diverse creation, a variety of languages is what glorifies God. The 
singular language the people seek in the story is a language of 
conformity, intentionally making everyone the same, with the 
specific purpose of not dispersing. 

What happens in Acts after Pentecost? Dispersing. The word 
of God is carried out into the world. Variety in the body of 
Christ-as we see in Romans 11, for instance-is exactly how the 
body of Christ works. In this passage, worship is expressed in 
unity not only at the time of worship and prayers, but in daily 
life. Believers meet in each other's houses and break bread 
together. Variety is not rejected after Pentecost; it is positively 
embraced as the baptismal life. A life newly oriented or reori
ented to God is a life of God's presence in variety all around us. 

t'i:11 What words do you use to talk about unity in the body of 
11111 Christ? 
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STEPPING INTO THE WORLD 

As we leave Acts 2 and step back into the world, we carry a 
refreshed capacity for imagining the community of Christ as 

a unity of diversity. What we see in Acts 2 might not have lasted 
long, but in the New Testament context it evokes the ideal com
municated throughout Scripture-that of all gathered around 
the same table in the midst of lives of true worship. The Jews to 
whom Peter is addressing his remarks would know of these refer
ences, such as Isaiah 25:6-9. 

With this ideal as our frame of reference-the unity of life and 
worship that grows from the outpouring of the Spirit-we have 
a rubric for assessing where and how we need growth as disciples 
and as community members. Baptism seals this commitment to 
pursue unity in worship and life. As we step into the world, we 
might be tempted to be drawn back into the thought that we can 
measure the integrity of Christian life by doctrines that are 
impervious to argument. "Ideal" here does not mean a perfect 
idea. It is a guiding imagination of who God is and who God has 
chosen to be. 

If you start measuring what you see in your church community 
by the unity at the end of Acts 2, you might find it easy to note all 
the ways your community falls short of this ideal. But if we are 
looking for the ways our community falls short, then we are not 
looking for the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit's work is glori
ous diversity in unity, different people, different languages, with 
love, compassion, and justice meted out for all. If you want to see 
where the work of the Holy Spirit is being welcomed, look for 
these things: generosity and joyous worship of God. 

As human beings we are fallen, yes, but also redeemed. We are 
sinners who have been saved and are being sanctified. It is the 
Holy Spirit that is the agent of this unity in and through diver
sity, bringing people of different languages together. The num
bers being added every day (Acts 2:47) are not added by the 
converts: They are added by the Holy Spirit. 

It is trust in the unity that God works by the power of the Holy 
Spirit poured out by Jesus (v. 33) that creates the bonds of unity 
reflected in how believers live: praising God, demonstrating 
God's goodness to everyone, and sharing bread with gladness 
and simplicity. 

lfnl What do you long for in the depiction of the community of 
IVI Christ in Acts 2? What does unity mean to you? 
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SCRIPTURE NOTES. 
The following notes provide additional information about today's 
Scripture. 
1. "Breaking of bread" can refer both to the ceremonial 

practice of the Lord's Supper and simply sharing a common 
meal. The text seems to speak of both. 

2. The Greek words for breath, wind, blowing, and spirit/Spirit 
are from the same root. Jesus connected wind and Spirit in 
his conversation with Nicodemus Oohn 3:5-8) and 
illustrated the giving of the Holy Spirit by breathing on the 
apostles (20:22). On Pentecost, the Spirit was accompanied 
by a rushing wind. The Holy Spirit is clearly the animating 
power of the church. 

3. The unifying practices of the early church described in Acts 
2:43-47 continued even after early persecution in the 
church (4:32-35). The empowering presence of the Holy 
Spirit is credited with the boldness of the early church in the 
face of persecution (v. 31). 

4. John the Baptist's assertion that while he baptized in water 
for remission of sin, Jesus would baptize with the Spirit 
Oohn 1:32-34), is fulfilled in the baptisms on Pentecost for 
forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 
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