
BACKGROUND 
SCRIPTURE 
2Samuel6 

AVERSE TO 
REMEMBER 
David and all the 
house of Israel were 
dancing before the 
LORD with all their 
might, with songs 
and lyres and harps 
and tambourines 
and castanets and 
cymbals. (2 Sam. 
6:5) 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 LESSON 

DAVID DANCES 
BEFORE THE ARK 

~ 
Daily Bible Readings 

M Sept. 6 2 Sam. 6:1-5 David Prepares to Transport the 
Ark 

T Sept. 7 Heb. 9:1-7 The Holiness of the Sanctuary 

w Sept.8 2 Sam. 6:6-11 Uzzah Disregards the Ark's 
Holiness 

Th Sept.9 Ps. 122 The'House of the Lord! 

F Sept. 10 Ps. 132:1-12 Go to God's Dwelling Place 

Sa Sept. 11 Rev. 11: 15-19 The Ark in the Heavenly Temple 

STEPPING INTO THE WORD 

We step into the Word today not from a secular space into 
a sacred space, but from everyday life with its tasks and 

chores into a space made holy by the worship of the God who 
is present with us and gracious to us. God's presence makes 
our worship holy. Military chaplains have long been creating 
holy spaces for worship in unusual places: communion on 
the hood of a jeep or baptism in a river next to a barracks or 
preaching wherever the troops have moved. 

David recognizes that heeding God's call to worship and 
not trivializing items and space is what makes worship holy. 
In today's passage, David treats the journey of the ark as one 
which itself is holy, for it carries the very presence of God. 
Liturgical dance has sometimes been met with skepticism, 
but we welcome it more and more, recognizing that it's bibli
cal. Singing and dancing in worship bring our whole heart, 
mind, soul, and body into the worship gathering. 

Michal didn't particularly like David's dancing, thinking it 
unbecoming that he would display himself so flagrantly. The 
way David treats her might make us wonder about how far 
the holiness of worship can reach: Michal has been given and 
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Note: Find Scripture 
N ates for this 
reading on the 
final page of the 
lesson. 

taken in marriage, as property. The question with Scripture 
always is what the ancient and living God is showing us in 
Scripture today, here and now. 

As we step into the Word, take note of what the passage tells us 
about holiness and its connection with worship and the subse
quent connection between worship and behavior. 

Holy God, guide our response to you so that we don't turn you into 
a magic formula in our lives. Allow our praise, 0 God, to be to you 
and for you, recognizing your mighty deeds. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 14-19 

6 • 1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
• thousand. 2David and all the people with him set out and 

went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, 
which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is 
enthroned on the cherubim. 3They carried the ark of God on a 
new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which 
was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driv
ing the new cart 4with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of 
the ark. 5David and all the house of Israel were dancing before 
the LORD with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps 
and tambourines and castanets and cymbals .... 

14David danced before the LORD with all his might; David was 
girded with a linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel 
brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet. 

16As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal 
daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David 
leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in 
her heart. 

17They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, 
inside the tent that David had pitched for it; and David offered 
burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the LORD. 
18When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and 
the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name 
of the LORD of hosts, 19and distributed food among all the 
people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to 
each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. 
Then all the people went back to their homes. 
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ALL RULE BELONGS TO GOD 

As "God's chest" (Common English Bible), the ark is the loca
tion of God's holiness and power, wherever the ark is. Its 

name is used at the beginning of the story: "The Lord of Hosts 
who is enthroned on the cherubim" (v. 2). As we know from 
Exodus 25, the ark was a gilded box made of acacia wood. It did 
not contain God. Instead, the ark was where vast, holy, and 
mighty Yahweh sat, enthroned and invisible, on the cherubim 
who form the pedestal for God's throne. God's power and pres
ence cannot be contained, only accompanied. David does this, 
gathering 30,000 men to join him. David connects his military 
power with God's military might. In addition to the title of 
General, David takes on the role of priest by dressing to lead 
praise, worship, and dancing, also sacrificing an ox in verse 13. 
(Later he will bring other offerings.) 

David demonstrates his roles under Yahweh to everyone pres
ent for two reasons. The first is to demonstrate that his military 
and priestly power is derived from and authorized by Yahweh. 
The second reason is to demonstrate that his power is subject to 
God's power. Here "demonstrate" does not refer to how we 
expect to proceed with a science experiment. Rather, it refers to 
the ways we actively choose to reveal to others what God has 
revealed to us in order to direct praise to God. David never sets 
himself up as equal to God. 

After more sacrifices in verses 17-19, David turns to blessing 
the people with words and by distributing food to everyone. 
Then David turns to blessing his household (v. 20). We know 
Michal is being sarcastic when she mentions his dancing because 
in verse 16, we read that she despises him. He answers her sar
casm by making a declaration about true kingship: It's not based 
on royal lineage (she is Saul's daughter, given to David in mar
riage), but on God's choice. Because it is done as worship of 
Yahweh, dancing isn't shameful. David's devotion to Yahweh as 
king over all will be seen as honorable. 

Does David's rejection of Michel's claim to royal lineage merit 
her punishment of remaining childless? Her treatment as prop
erty might suggest the answer is no. In the context of this story, 
though, her childlessness signifies the end of Saul's line and the 
end of the notion that kingship can be inherited. Yahweh's ulti
mate power over Israel's kingship is demonstrated through 
worship. 
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~ When worshiping, how do you make it clear that you under-
1111 stand yourself as subject to God alone? 

HONOruNGTHEHOLINBSOFGOD 

There is both an acknowledgement and performance of 
holiness in this passage. In Scripture, the performance of a 

rite or religious practice (Isa. 58:3, for example) is never separated 
from keeping the covenant. The covenant is a gift to God's 
people, established by God to support a life for the people in 
which they thrive in fellowship with God. The covenant, 
therefore, is always lived out, never claimed. To claim the 
covenant without acknowledging the holiness of the God of 
hosts who saved the Israelites from enslavement is to trivialize it 
and to treat the covenant as an object. Living out the covenant 
by keeping God's law andloving God and neighbor is the way 
God's holiness is acknowledged in everyday life. It is a way of 
reminding oneself that God is always present. 

In the journey of the ark, David is acknowledging that the ark 
is indeed holy: on it sits the presence of Yahweh. This journey 
makes up for the previous trip in 1 Samuel 4-6 that ended with 
the rather catastrophic indignity of the Philistines showing 
more holy fear of God's presence attached to the ark than did 
the Israelites. In that first journey, God's own people did not 
acknowledge God's presence. Instead, they treated the ark as 
cargo rather than an object apart from God. In today's passage 
David acknowledges the holiness of the ark and then demon
strates the rites of holiness by worshiping God in God's own 
presence. 

In pointing out the source of true authorization for king
ship-Yahweh's choice, not the result of lineage-David is 
distinguishing between true and false worship. We read about 
this distinction in Isaiah 1, for instance, when it is God who 
speaks through the prophet to tell the people that their claim to 
worship without keeping the covenant is really just an empty, 
token action; what they truly worship is greed and wealth. True 
worship is to care for the vulnerable; in other words, to worship 
is to keep God's covenant. 

This is why many Christians are distressed at those who speak 
of allegiance to God and to the United States as though they are 
the same thing. God doesn't just want us to say we worship God 
above all others-we're supposed to live as though that's the 
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case. When we do acknowledge God's presence as that which 
compels us over and above any other power, nation, or leader, 
our worship is holy. 

rii:n How do you acknowledge God's holiness in your everyday 
118 lives? 

STEPPING INTO THE WORLD 

As we step back into the world, we step back into a traffic jam 
of competing objects of worship. Greed, wealth, prestige, 

power, and even hate and fear vie for the preeminent position in 
our lives. We may be conflicted about their allure or oblivious to 
it, but most often, we experience both responses. We say we are 
followers of God, but we are constantly having to identify and 
root out the possessions, powers, and people that vie for our 
allegiance. 

Worship can help anchor us in this process-worship of God, 
that is. It anchors us because we come back, again and again, 
to the community in which we worship. We sustain each other 
by being in it together. Worship becomes, then, a sort of 
recommitment to God, week after week. We do the work of wor
ship-expressing recognition of the presence and existence of 
God-while at the same time submitting ourselves to God's 
lordship over our lives. 

Although submission is a very problematic word, it is perhaps 
the key concept. Ironically, true submission cannot be forced 
because to submit is "to hand oneself over." But we very often 
treat submission as a directive or a requirement, as though it can 
be coerced. Some people find themselves in the awful position of 
being forced to act as though something or someone is most 
important in their lives, all the while continuing not to submit. 
Most of us find ourselves doing this in all sorts of less awful ways. 
For example, in school we might have done what was asked of us 
so that school officials could "measure" us but without acknowl
edging that their measuring was something to which we submit
ted ourselves. 

David submitted to Yahweh. In fact, throughout his life, he 
submitted over and over again just as we do, bringing himself 
back to faithfulness after rejecting or ignoring God. We cannot 
be faithful without choosing to be so. Worship signals this 
choice and reminds us that we are choosing to hand ourselves 
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over to the way of God. In the exchange between David and 
Michal, we see a conversation about who submits to whom and 
why. David did not bend to her criticism of his bold and expres
sive dancing because he was doing it all for God. He wasn't inter
ested in maintaining kingship just for its own sake. Instead, he 
was interested in maintaining God's kingship. Michal wanted 
David to be in a different hierarchy and to be measured by it. 
From the beginning to the end of this story, David chooses 
Yahweh. 

n:n How do you choose God every day, whether in worship or in 
1111 nte? 

SCRIPTURE NOTES 
The following notes provide additional information about today's 
Scripture. 
1. In the second attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem, David 

assumed a priestly role. He offered sacrifices (2 Sam. 6:13) 
and wore a linen ephod, a garment usually associated with 
the priesthood (v. 14; Exod. 20:12; 1 Sam. 2:18; 22:18). 

2. A variety of musical instruments and dance were included 
in Old Testament worship (1 Chron. 25:1-8; Pss. 149; 150). 

3. While the relationship between David and Michal seems 
near its end with this incident, their marriage was filled 
with intrigue from the beginning. Saul offered Michal to 
David as part of a plot to have him die in battle (1 Sam. 
18:20-25); Michal had to intervene to keep David from 
being murdered by her father (19:11-17); and at the height 
of the conflict between David and Saul, Saul gave Michal to 
another man (25:44). No wonder David angrily asserted to 
Michal that God had chosen him to replace her father on 
the throne (2 Sam. 6:21). 
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BACKGROUND 
SCRIPTURE 
Mark 10:46-52; 
Luke 18:35-43 

AVERSE TO 
REMEMBER 
ThenJesus said to 
him, "What do you 
want me to do for 
you?" The blind 
man said to him, 
"My teacher, let me 
see again." (Mark 
10:51) 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 LESSON 

GLORIFYING GOD ~ 
Daily Bible Readings 

M Sept. 13 Isa. 35:1-6 (end at Blind Eyes Shall Be Opened 
"sing for joy") 

T Sept. 14 Ps. 96 Declare God's Glory Among the 
Nations 

w Sept. 15 Ps. 115:1-3, 9-18 Glory to God's Name Alone 

Th Sept. 16 Mark 10: 17-22 Only God Is Good 

F Sept. 17 Mark 10:42-45 Greatness through Servanthood 

Sa Sept. 18 Ps. 146 Praise the Lord, 0 My Soul! 

STEPPING INTO THE WORD 

We bring our whole selves with us when we come to 
Scripture, including our need for healing. This might 

be especially true if we've been needing healing for a while. 
This is not unusual, is it, this need for healing, as it is common 
to humanity-so common that we see it in story after story in 
the Gospels. All sorts of folks come to Jesus in different ways 
and at different times to receive healing. We learn that we can 
come to God for healing in many ways, as people have always 
approached Jesus in various ways when they were in need. 
Sometimes they did it quietly, sometimes boldly; sometimes 
they asked for healing on behalf of someone else. 

We don't only bring our need for healing to the study of 
the Word. We also bring our resistance to healing and our 
resistance to asking for help. Encountering Jesus in the 
Scripture forces us to make a choice: Shall we allow Jesus to 
change us? The encounters between Jesus and others in the 
Gospels reveal the many ways people are changed by Jesus as 
they learn more truly who God is and about the connection 
between Jesus and God. We'll see this in the way Bartimaeus 
calls to Jesus. 

Bartimaeus demonstrates a way of approaching Jesus that 
is full of conviction and commitment. We might find our
selves asking questions about his approach. Why is it Jesus 
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Note: Find Scripture 
Notes for this 
reading on the 
final page of the 
lesson. 

that he approaches for healing? Why doesn't he just call him 
"Jesus"? We'll also see the way in which Jesus responded to 
Bartimaeus. The conversation between the two of them is clearly 
much more than just words or speech. How does Jesus engage 
him? And, perhaps most interesting of all, why do we sense joy 
and eagerness in this passage? 

God of healing grace, we thank you for the presence of fesus in 
our lives. Guide us, that we might recognize you as the one who is 
Messiah with the authority to be our teacher. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE Mark 10:46-52 

10. 4 6 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a 
• large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son 

of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and 
say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 48Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son 
of David, have mercy on me!" 49Jesus stood still and said, "Call 
him here." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take 
heart; get up, he is calling you." 50So throwing off his cloak, he 
sprang up and came to Jesus. 51ThenJesus said to him, "What do 
you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My 
teacher, let me see again." 52Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has 
made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way. 

CONFIDENCE IN JESUS 

The stories in Mark 10 point to what is demanded of a person 
if they are going to follow Jesus. In the stories of the children 

coming to him (vv. 13-16), the rich man (vv. 17-22), and our 
story about Bartimaeus, we see different instances of people who 
wants to encounter Jesus, who want to adhere to his teaching, 
and who want to follow him. 

We can see these characteristics highlighted in the story of 
Bartimaeus. Like the children, Bartimaeus simply encounters 
Jesus, though he is sitting by the roadside and the children are 
brought to Jesus. Just as happens with the children, Bartimaeus 
is rebuked by those around him. When an encounter takes the 
form of welcoming children, who are socially marginalized and 
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vulnerable, and a blind man, who is socially marginalized and 
vulnerable, those gathered around express society's distaste for 
people who are less-than. 

Like the rich man, Bartimaeus goes to Jesus with a request. The 
rich man wants to know what he has to do to get eternal life; 
Bartimaeus wants to be healed. The rich man, having said he 
fulfills the law, hears that Jesus wants him to leave his life behind 
and follow Jesus. He says no by going away grieving instead of 
following Jesus. Bartimaeus asks for healing, receives it, and, 
with eagerness, follows Jesus. In fact, Bartimaeus's desire to be 
with Jesus is seen when he jumps up-still blind-throws his 
coat aside, and goes to Jesus when called. In verses 28-31 Peter 
says, "We have followed you," and Jesus pushes Peter on his 
understanding of what it means to follow him through the crisis 
to come. 

All of this is brought together in Bartimaeus' story. Bartimaeus 
understands that Jesus' authority and power reside not in politi
cal power or societal standing but in being the Son of David 
(v. 47), which Bartimaeus continues to cry out even while being 
rebuked. WhenJesus asks him what he wants, he addresses Jesus 
asRabbouni, or teacher. In both instances, Bartimaeus is acknowl
edging] esus' authority and power to heal him by acknowledging 
his royal and Messianic lineage as "Son of David" with the reli
gious authority of a teacher. Bartimaeus cries out because he 
hears that Jesus of Nazareth is there, indicating that he knew 
who Jesus was and what his reputation was for healing and 
teaching. Bartimaeus demonstrates true worship by acknowl
edging Jesus' lordship entails being a teacher for those who 
choose to follow. It is almost a foregone conclusion that he 
would jump up and follow Jesus on the proof ofJesus's authority 
in healing him. 

IIHI What things in your life as a Christian make you want to 
1111 follow Jesus and be changed by him? 

FOLLOWING JESUS: MESSIAH AND TEACHER 

Bartimaeus sees spiritually from the start as he understands 
who Jesus is as Messiah and Rabbi. It's not just that Jesus is 

anointed by God, it's that he is the teacher at the same time. It's 
because of this spiritual insight that Bartimaeus seeks healing 
fromJesus. It's not just that he has spiritual sight, though; based 
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on Jesus' reputation and his heritage and work, Bartimaeus has 
confidence in Jesus. Here we mean the word "confidence" liter
ally: "with faith." He approaches Jesus boldly, with passion. He is 
longing for healing. His desire directs him to the one person 
Bartimaeus knows will be able to help him-Jesus. His desire for 
healing and his desire for God overlap. 

Bartimaeus shows us that discipleship is a matter of the heart. 
In Deuteronomy 61 we read about writing the law of God on our 
hearts, and because Bartimaeus knows that Jesus of Nazareth is 
both Messiah and Teacher, his heart has already been serving 
God. 

Following Jesus overcomes derision (from the "many gath
ered"), obstacles, control issues, isolation, marginalization, and 
shame. Jesus notes this very thing when he responds to 
Bartimaeus: "Your faith has made you well" (v. 52). Bartimaeus' 
openness to Jesus-shown in the acknowledgement of Jesus as 
Messiah and Teacher-opens him to receive Jesus' healing. · 

If we look back at the other stories mentioned above, we 
notice that Bartimaeus is most like the children. Not because he 
is childlike or simple; nor do we want to misunderstand why the 
children are those who make up the kingdom of God. It's not 
because children are truthful. Anyone who has cared for a child 
knows that kids are a mixed bag when it comes to truth and false
hood. Nor can we gather from the text that they make up the 
kingdom of God for any other reason, like openness or trust. The 
children are just brought to Jesus because of who he was. 
Bartimaeus was along that road where he would have been with 
others seeking healing. Whether or not he knew Jesus was there, 
he was waiting. At the moment he hears Jesus is nearby, he starts 
toward] esus. 

We can't really be disciples unless we go to Jesus. In these sto
ries in Mark, we see the importance of choosing God who, it 
seems, is already receiving us before we get to God. We go to Jesus 
for who he is, expectant and eager like Bartimaeus. Because of 
who he is, Jesus receives us openly. 

Bin In your words, what does it mean for you to jump up and go 
1111 to Jesus? · 

STEPPING INTO THE WORLD 

There are many reasons we might consider taking our disciple
ship into the world and many ways to express it. In one sense, 
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it's the same question every day for every Christian. If we attend 
to Bartimaeus, who showed confidence and eagerness, we may 
be able to emulate him. Not because he's so wonderful, and we 
hold ourselves to being just as wonderful as he is. Instead, 
Bartimaeus does what he does because he wants healing, knows 
it will only come from Jesus, and knows who Jesus is. 

The reason we are disciples ofJesus to begin with is because we 
know who Jesus is to us. Like Bartimaeus, we have knowledge 
and experience of Jesus, and, whatever our reasons, we have 
chosen to follow. Mark 10, though, reveals others things we 
might experience. We might follow even though, like the rich 
man, we still grieve because of what we leave behind. We might 
follow like those who brought the children to Jesus, drawn to 
Jesus because the world treated children badly and sensing that 
Jesus would make those little ones feel safe. 

Bartimaeus shows us another dimension of discipleship: 
Worship and life are not separated. Bartimaeus actually cele
brates healing by following Jesus. Bartimaeus has shown us what 
it means to go to Jesus in confidence, "with faith." It means 
daring, courage, and commitment. Bartimaeus was already 
choosing and committed to Jesus when the story began. We 
don't begin to follow Jesus because we're strong. We do it because 
we need healing and desire to be in relationship with the one 
who is Messiah, who knows and understands our ills. We do it 
because we want Jesus to be our teacher in the way of God. 

And if we have imagined ourselves in the role of the rebuking 
crowd who was gathered, we can find a way we can turn this 
around for the sake of others. The many gathered tried to shush 
Bartimaeus, just as the disciples tried to rebuke the children. 
What if, instead, we are the ones who cheer Bartimaeus on? 
What if we become the people who shush thaie who would 
shush the ones seeking Jesus? 

The impact such an approach could have on our worship is 
worth consideration. Most people long for worship that allows 
true connection with God, their hearts to God's heart. The vast 
majority of us long for healing. 

rH If you as a follower of Jesus could do anything at all to help 
1111 those seeking healing to come to Jesus, what would it be? 
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SCRIPTURE NOTES 
The following notes provide additional information about today's 
Scripture. 
1. Physical blindness is often a symbol and sign of spiritual 

blindness in healing narratives. Jesus healing the physical 
blindness of Bartimaeus may foreshadow the healing, over 
time, of the spiritual blindness of disciples. 

2. Luke's version of this account records that the crowds that 
once tried to restrain the blind man praised God because 
Jesus restored his sight (Luke 18:43). People who were once 
marginalized by society become powerful witnesses for Jesus 
after an encounter with him. 

3. Bartimaeus's recognition ofJesus as Son of David (a 
messianic expression) demonstrates his ability to "see" what 
those closest to Jesus have failed to see, though their eyes are 
working, and Jesus is performing signs and miracles right in 
front of them. 
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