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MOMENTS IN HISTORY 
 

 
 

The year was 1908. The interurban electric railway train begins its run from 

Dallas to Sherman. A British soldier, Robert Baden-Powell founds the Boy Scout 

movement, and Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque co-founded the cubism art 

movement. The first round-the-world automobile race begins in New York. In 

Detroit, the model T Ford, hailed as the car for the multitudes, is introduced at a 

price of $850.00 and will cruise effortlessly at 25 miles per hour. The General 

Motors Corporation is organized in New Jersey to compete with Ford. An 

ordinance is passed in New York making it illegal for a woman to smoke in a 

public place. The New England Methodist Episcopal Conference ends a ban on 

dancing, card playing, and theater going. In Rome, Pope Pius X declares that 

the United States is no longer a missionary area. Mechanic Charles Furnas 

becomes the first passenger on an airplane on a flight with Orville Wright in 

Dayton, Ohio. In New York, the 47 story Singer building becomes the tallest 

skyscraper. The International Paper Company develops the first disposable wax 

coated paper cup which they call "Dixie Cup." The Chicago Cubs defeat the 

Detroit Tigers four games to one to win the World Series. More next week...  


