GATHERING

393 O Day of Rest and Gladness
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1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O day of joy and light,
2 On you, at earth’scre -a -  tion the light first had its birth;
3 On you, God’s peo - ple, meet - ing, the Ho - ly Scrip-ture hear,
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(@) balm for care and sad - ness, most beau-ti - ful, most bright;
on you, for our sal - va - tion Christ rose from depths of earth;
Christ’s liv-ing pres-ence greet - ing, through bread and wine made near.
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on you, the high and low - ly, through a - ges joined in tune,
on you, our Lord vic-to - rious sent Spir-it forth from heaven.

New grac-es ev - er gain - ing from this our day of  rest,
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sing“Ho -1y, ho-1ly ho - ly” to the great God tri- une.
And thus on you, most glo - rious, a tri - ple light was given.
we reach the rest re - main - ing to spir - its  of the blest.
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In this text the first day of the week represents a threefold commemoration of Creation, Resurrection, and
Pentecost—each an encounter with Trinitarian activity centered on one of the Three Persons. The tune name
recalls the secular German song adapted for use with several hymns.

TEXT: Stanzas 1-2, Christopher Wordsworth, 1862, alt.; stanza 3, Charles P. Price, 1980, alt. ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVOGELEIN
MUSIC: Memmingen ms., 17th cent.; harm. George Ratcliffe Woodward, 1904 7.6.7.6.D
Text St. 3 © 1985 Charles P. Price



Faith Begins by Letting Go

CELEBRATING TIME
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting  go, giv - ing up  what
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing  on, keep - ing mem - ory’s
3 Faith ma-tures by  reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en -
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had seemed sure, tak - ing risks and press - ing on,
roots a - live so that hope may bear its fruit;
larg - ing hearts, shar - ing strug - gles, liv - ing  prayer,
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though the way feels less se - cure: pil - grim - age  both
prom - ise - fed, our souls will thrive, not through mer - it
bind - ing up  the bro - ken parts; till  we find the
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right and odd, trust - ing  all our life to God.
we  pos - sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
com - mon - place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.
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This text affirms that faith is not a state of being but a process of becoming what we are called to be in
relationship to God, other people, and the world. The movement from one stage of faith to another is
suggested by gestures of the hand: letting go, holding on, reaching out.

TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1995
MUSIC: Charles F. Gounod, 1872
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company

LUX PRIMA
LTI TE



