
CALLEDTO

BACKGROUND
SCRIPTURE
Luke 5:1-1"1

A VERSE TO
REMEMBER

ThenJesus said to
Simon, "Do not be
afraid; from now on
you will be catch-
ingpeople." (Luke
5:10b)

SIGNIFICAI{CE

STEPPING INTO THE WORD

\ ,rfy husband and I had the privilege of living in Tel Avig
lVllsrael, for eighteen months when we were young adults.
Over those months, we visited as many of the biblical sites as
we could. We had the ioy of visiting the Sea of Galilee several
times in different seasons. The first time we visited, in winter,
thelakewas ruffledwith smallwaves. The skywas completely
clear, and the lake reflected the deep blue sky. Green hills
sloped up from the lake, and we could easily imagine Jesus
teaching from a boat, using the hills as a natural amphithe-
ater. Compared to most of the rest of the dry Middle East, the
brilliant greens around the Sea of Galilee reminded us of our
home in Seattle.

Another time in the fall, we attended a church retreat on
the shores of the lake. We were there several days, and every
day the lake was full of huge gray-green waves. Those waves-
almost big enough to surf-broke on a little beach. Compared
to the Great Lakes, which also sometimes have reasonablybig
waves, the Sea of Galilee is not very large, only eight miles
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wide and thirteen miles long. Waves of that size seemed remark-
able to us, and it hetped us understand the stories of Jesus calm-
ing a storm (Irzlark 4 :3 5-41 ) and walking on water (Matt L4:22-33 ;

Mark 6:45-52).
As you approach this story of Jesus' call to Petet, James, and

John in the midst of the boats and fish, try to imagine the lake.
Do you see it as vivid blue in this story? Gray and a bit rough?
Can you picture a green hillside with people sitting and standing
to listen toJesus speak from the boat? Can you imagine yourself
as an experienced fisherman who is asked to do something
iltogical-to put out into deep water to fish when there have
been no fish all night? Can you imagine how you would feel if
your nets were suddenly very fuIl?

Lord lesus, open our eyes to see you on the lake, calling Peter, lames,
and lohn. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Luke 5:1"-1"1

( . 1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of
\) . I Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to
hear the word of God, zhe saw two boats there at the shore of the
lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing
their nets. sHe got into one of the boats, the one belonging to
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore.
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. aWhen

he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the
deep water and let down your nets for a catch." sSimon answered,

"Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.
Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." 6When they had done
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to
break. 7So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to
come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so

that they began to sink. sBut when Simon Peter saw it, he fell
dornm atJesus' knees, saylng, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a
sinful man!" eFor he and all who were with him wete amazedat
the catch of fish that they had takenl 10and so also were James
andJohn, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching people." llWhen they had brought their boats to shore,
they left everything and followed him.
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LORD OF THE LAKE AND FISH

/\ fter Jesus' reading in the synagogue from the scroll of the
,{lprophet Isaiah, Luke records several healings and more
preaching in synagogues. The next maior event is the calling of
Simon and his partners, which happens whenJesus is teaching
beside the lake of Gennesaret, also called the Sea of Galilee. This
is the first reference in Luke to Jesus' teaching beside the lake.
Crowds surround him, andJesus has the clever idea of going out
a little way into the lake on a boat so he can speak to the people
and they can all see him. The boat he chooses is Simon's.

Simon and his fishing partners-James and John, sons of
Zebedee-have been fishing all night with no results. Now they
are cleaning their nets in the morning light. WhenJesus gets in
Simon's boat, Simon stows his nets in his boat, takes Jesus out
into the shallows, and listens to Jesus' teaching. Simon is evi-
dently impressed enough with Jesus that he is willing to obey
Jesus' request to go into deep water to fish, even though the
night's fishing was unproductive. Jesus' request seemed nonsen-
sical to Simon, who knows the lake intimately, but something
aboutJesus compels Simon to do whatJesus asks.

The catch of fish is so large that Simon has to callJames and
John to come and help bring in the fish. Overfull, the boats
begin to sink. Simon's response seems unexpected and even a bit
odd: "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"Jesus shows
his power and authority over the lake and fish. Though this is
Simon's area of competence,Jesus'even greater authority showed
Simon something of God's glory and power. Simon's awareness
of God's glory reveals to Simon his own sinfulness.

Jesus tells Simon not to be afraid and gives him a new role.
Older translations use "fisher of men," and the more gender-
neutral translations use "fishing for people" or "catching people."
Clear$ drawing on Simon's profession as a fisherman, Jesus
changes the goal of the fishing. Simon's focus will no longer be
fish but people. Jesus calls Simon to f oin Jesus in ministry and
frames it in a way that relates to Simon's profession.

Jesus'words about catching people are directed to Simon, but
James andJohn join Simon in leaving their boats and following
Jesus. This incident dramatically changes their lives.

ffi When you think of "fishing for people" or "catching people,"Eil vvftat pictures come to mind? If fesus approached you atyour
iob and framed a call to ministry in language related to your
job, what might he say?
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SIMON PETER

/\ fascinating detail in this story is the way Simon Peter is
llnamed. Matthew records thatJesus calls a fisherman named
Simon. After some time passes, Jesus gives him a new name,
Peter, which endures in Acts and in the New Testament letter
from Peter. Matthew 16:18 describes the moment when Jesus
calls Simon "rock" (ltetros in Greek), because "on this rock I will
build my church." A parallel in the Hebrew Scriptures is when
God changes Abram's name to Abraham, "for I have made you
the ancestor of a multifude of nations" (Gen. L7:5)

In this story about the calling of Simon, Luke calls him "Simon
Peter" once (v. 8), hinting at the future. The use of "Peter" indi-
cates the key role he will have among the apostles. This story is
where it begins:Jesus changes the focus of Simon's life and calls
him to significance as a participant inJesus'ministry.

The turning point is Simon's strong reaction to the large catch
of fish. The enormous catch of fish demonstrates Jesus' power
and lordship over the lake where Simon has lived and worked all
his life, as well as the fish in it. In effect, Jesus shows he knows
more about fishing than Simon does.

Mark and Luke record the presence of Simon's brother, Andrew
(Mark L:16-22; Luke 5:1-11). Four fishermen, then, become dis-
ciples of Jesus, not yet knowing whereJesus will lead them.

A large catch of fish plays a role in one of the stories afterJesus'
resurrection. Peter has retreated into Galilee, still experiencing
deep shame because he denied Christ three times on the night of
Jesus' arrest. Peter and six other disciples fish overnight and
catch nothing. In the morning, an apparent stranger on the
beach tells them to cast their net on the other side of the boat.
After they catch an abundance of fish,John recognizes the man
on the shore asJesus, and Peter iumps in to get to him as quickly
as possible. With this huge catch of fish and the meal on the
beach afterwards,Jesus conveys his forgiveness to Peter and com-
missions him anew (John 2l:l-t4).

As described by Luke, the calling of Peter, James, andJohn is
firmly grounded in a place: a lake nestled in the hills of northern
Israei. The tools of a particular profession play a role: boats, fish-
ing nets, oars. Fish, the creatures of that specific lake, come at the
call of their creator and sustainer to crowd the nets of a man who
is being called byJesus to follow, learn, and proclaimJesus' Good
News.

lmagine God wants 1o lhTgg your name. What do you think
your new name might be? Why?
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STEPPING INTO THE WORLD

T-he incarnation*Immanuel, God with us inJesus-is incred-
I ibly specific and localized.Jesus is born in a particular place,

Bethlehem in Judea. He travels with his family to Egypt,then
grows up in Nazareth of Galilee. In this story of Simon's call, the
physical location and its creatures, as well as the tools of Simon's
profession, play a key role. Today, Jesus is still with us through
the_power of the Holy Spirit, in our specific location, famrly,
circle of friends, and church.

Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus is also present with us in our
work, whether that work is paid or unpaid, whether that work
seems significant or mundane. Not only isJesus present with us
in our work, Jesus knows more about our work than we do. Jesus
is lord of our workplace, of the people we work with, and of the
situations with which we deal. In fact,Jesus knows more than we
do about every situation we find ourselves in, all our relation-
ships and actions. This enables us to depend on Jesus for guid-
ance, wisdom, and strength in all settings of our lives. All of our
relationships and every place we find ourselves-at work, at
home, on the road-matter. In every setting, God is there, the
lord and master of all. Wherever we are, God wants to use us
there.

Similar to Simon's call, sometimes God calls us to leave famil-
iar settings and serve in new ways to proclaim the Good News in
word and deed. Other times, God calls us to be open to having a
new perspective on what we are already doing.Jesus invites us to
see, more and more each day, how the Holy Spirit wants to guide
us and empower us to show forth God's love in everything we do,
a call as significance and powerful as Simon's call.

Jesus called fishermen, Simon,James, andJohn, to follow him
and become proclaimers of the Good News. God calls us to do
the same, and our calling works itself out in specific places and
with specific people.

The musical Godspell puts to music a prayer many centuries
old. Attributed to Richard of Chichester in the 13th century, this
prayer captures the way God's call is specific for each day and
each place: "Day by day, dayby day, O dear Lord, three things I
pray: to see thee more clearly,love thee more dearly, follow thee
more nearly, dayby day."

When you imagine fesus knowing more about your work,
family, and relationships than you do, how do you feel? How
might that idea change the way you pray about work, family
and relationships?
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SCRIPTURE NOTES

The following notes provide additional information about today's
Scripture that may be helpful for your study.

L. John recordsJesus calling a few disciples who were following
John the Baptist at theJordan River, including Andrew.
Andrew and his brother Peter were among the first disciples
to followJesus (|ohn L:35-42). Possibly these disciples later
returned to their regular jobs as fishermen.

2. The calling of Peter, Andrew, James, andJohn while they
were fishermen is recorded in the Synoptic Gospels (Matt.
4:18-22; Mark 1:16-22; Luke 5:L-1"1). This is often viewed as

a later calling to leave their jobs in preparation for being sent
out as apostles of Jesus (Matt. L0;Mark 6:6-12; Luke 9:1-6).

3. In both miraculous catch events, the feat was made even
more unlikely by being done after the expert fishermen
experienced a fruitless night of fishing.

4. Jesus demonstrated his power over nature to these disciples
againwhen he calmed a storm (Mark 4:35-41) andwhen he
walked onwater O4att. 14:22-31; Mark 6:45-52).
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