
Common Backyard Birds



American
Goldfinch

Male

Female

Spring males are brilliant yellow 
and shiny black with a bit of 
white. Females and all winter 
birds are more dull but 
identifiable by their conical bill; 
pointed, notched tail; wingbars; 
and lack of streaking.



American
Robin

MaleFemale

The quintessential early bird, 
American Robins are common 
sights on lawns across North 
America, where you often see 
them tugging earthworms out of 
the ground. Robins are popular 
birds for their warm orange 
breast, cheery song, and early 
appearance at the end of winter..



Brown
Thrasher

A large, skulking bird of thickets and 
hedgerows, the Brown Thrasher has 
one of the largest song repertoires of 
any North American bird. Boldly 
patterned, it is conspicuous when 
singing on its territory, but is hardly 
discernable during the rest of year.

Male & Female 
look very similar



Eastern
Bluebird

Eastern Bluebirds perch erect on wires, posts, 
and low branches in open country, scanning 
the ground for prey. They feed by dropping to 
the ground onto insects or, in fall and winter, 
by perching on fruiting trees to gulp down 
berries. Bluebirds commonly use nest boxes 
as well as old woodpecker holes.

Male

Female



Northern 
Cardinal

Northern Cardinals tend to sit low in shrubs 
and trees or forage on or near the ground, 
often in pairs. They are common at bird 
feeders but may be inconspicuous away from 
them, at least until you learn their loud, 
metallic chip note.

Male
Female



Red-bellied
Woodpecker

Look for Red-bellied Woodpeckers 
hitching along branches and trunks of 
medium to large trees, picking at the 
bark surface more often than drilling 
into it. Like most woodpeckers, these 
birds have a characteristic undulating 
flight pattern.

Male

Female



Ruby-throated
Hummingbird

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds fly 
straight and fast but can stop 
instantly, hover, and adjust their 
position up, down, or backwards 
with exquisite control. They often 
visit hummingbird feeders and tube-
shaped flowers and defend these 
food sources against others. You may 
also see them plucking tiny insects 
from the air or from spider webs.

Male

Female



White-breasted
Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatches are agile 
birds that creep along trunks and large 
branches, probing into bark furrows 
with their straight, pointed bills. Like 
other nuthatches, they often turn 
sideways and upside down on vertical 
surfaces as they forage. They don’t lean 
against their tails the way woodpeckers 
do.

Male

Female
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