Professional Development Event featuring Kim Bearden 
May 5th, 2021 | Teacher Appreciation Week 
On May 5th, MassHire Cape and Islands Workforce Board were thrilled to invite an assortment of educators, administrators, school personnel, and high school seniors participating in the High School Senior Internship in Education Program to attend a Professional Development Workshop featuring Kim Bearden during Teacher Appreciation Week. The CIWB is grateful for our strong collaborative efforts with our educators and administrators, and we appreciate their extraordinary efforts despite the challenges they have faced brought on by the pandemic. Their support is key to success of the Connecting Activities Program. 
Kim Bearden is a Language Arts Teacher, Cofounder and Executive Director of the Ron Clark Academy. She was inducted into the National Teachers Hall of Fame by President Obama in 2016 and has also received a variety of other awards such as the Disney American Teacher Awards Outstanding Humanities Teacher, the Award for Excellence in Education, and more. In this inspiring and encouraging Professional Development Workshop, Bearden shared with participants an influx of information including her steps to staying motivated and overcoming being overwhelmed and overworked, providing ways to improve communication skills, strategies for engaging students in writing, reading, speaking, and listening, and more. 
State Senator Julian Cyr opened the event, thanking our attending educators for all the hard work they do, especially given the limitations and struggles of online learning. Dr. Kerry Akashian from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education provided closing remarks, thanking Kim Bearden for her time and reminding others to find motivation within their own lives in order to overcome times of hardship.


