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Data Quality Corner 
Winny Roshala, BA, CTR 
Director, CRGC Data Quality Control and Facility Reporting Compliance Officer 
 

Congratulations to all registrars on celebrating National Cancer Registrars 
Week (NCRW)!  The theme this year is Cancer Registrars: The Driving Force 
of Cancer Data.  What an appropriate theme, given the events of the past 
year!  

The Spring season always brings new hope and signs of a brighter future. 
This is even more so this year.  With the impact of the pandemic on 
patients, reporting facilities and central registries, we have all learned to 
adjust, while still meeting our respective cancer reporting requirements.  It 
has indeed been quite a journey! 

As I indicated in the November issue of Chats, CRGC submitted a data file 
with a 2018 case completeness rate of 99.25% to the National Cancer 
Institute’s SEER Program!  This is absolutely phenomenal, given all the 
challenges and impacting the reporting of 2018 cases! As an FYI, the CRGC 
data file submitted to SEER in November of 2020 consisted of over 109,000 
consolidated cases! Yes, every case counts! Once again, this demonstrates 
the commitment and resilience of cancer registrars, even amidst a 
pandemic!  

We have since moved on to working towards achieving the SEER goal of 
98% completeness for 2019 cases for the 2021 November data submission.  
Many of you have already submitted your 2019 Completeness forms and 
have moved on to abstracting 2020 cases.  Please continue to do so.  No 
data changes will take place until 2021, therefore please continue to abstract 
all pre-2021 cases with your current software.  

The CRGC Data Quality team continues to run data queries as part of our 
data submission preparation process.  Here is a recent data query looking at 
patients with a Gender code of 3 – Intersexed (persons with sex 
chromosome abnormalities).  We have yet to identify a legitimate Gender 
code 3 patient, so please be careful when coding Gender.  As a reminder, 
the CCR requires text documentation to support the gender data item. Just 
thought you would find this interesting!  My thanks to Taina Valone, RHIA, 
CTR, for running this query and fixing these cases in the Eureka database.   
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Gender 3 Review—2019 DX (Data Miner Run 3-9-21) 
Data Review Criteria and 
Rationale 

• 2019 DX year cases 
• Sex Code=3 
• Completed March 2021 

 
Review cases with sex code 3 to verify if these are legitimate and supported with 
documentation.  There are always around 10 cases a diagnosis year that are 
coded 3.  There is rarely any documentation to support a 3 code. 

Number of Cases Reviewed 
(Note Adm or Tum level) 

• 9 cases reviewed on tumor level (1 patient had 2 tumors) 

Findings and Actions • 8 cases recoded from 3-Other to 1-Male or 2-Female. 
• 1 patient had 2 tumors that needed to be merged (Epath same as abstract) 

Standards Documentation 

CCR Volume One 2021 
Code 3 when:  
o Intersexed (persons with sex chromosome abnormalities)  
o Hermaphrodite Note: Hermaphrodite is an outdated term 
The CCR requires text documentation to support the sex data item. 

Summary and Conclusions 

• Review of cases and recoding of code 3 to: 
o 6 cases changed to 2-female  
o 2 cases changed to 1-male.  

• This review is in line with the review of past year reviews. There were no 
legit code 3 cases in the last 3 years. 

o 2018=9 cases 
o 2017=7 cases 
o 2016=11 cases 

Recommendations • Notify reporting facilities of any errors in coding gender, especially the use of 
code 3.  

• Can a warning be added to software when a “3” is used? 
• Continue to review this annually. 

Follow-up • Run data miner one more time before submission for 2019 cases. 

 

Thank you all for your continued diligence and perseverance in cancer reporting!  
These are indeed trying times, but we are moving to the hope and promise of a better 
future!  Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns regarding cancer 
reporting or data quality issues.  Cancer surveillance is data driven. We cannot do this 
without you and so appreciate all your efforts to provide data of the highest quality, to 
ultimately benefit cancer patients.  On behalf of all those impacted by this disease, 
thank you and stay well!  


