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Negative outcomes can result from the incorrect assessment of vaccination records and vaccine administration errors. These include:
· inadequate immunological protection;
· failure to meet legislative requirements for attending childcare and school, as well as occupational requirements;
· cost;
· inconvenience; and 
· reduced confidence in the health care system.
These links show the differences in the names/antigens in these vaccines – in box 1 below – that are most commonly mislabelled:
1. A Guide to Measles, Mumps, Rubella and Varicella Vaccines (PDF)
1. A Guide to Tetanus-Containing Combination Vaccines (PDF)
1. A Guide to Meningococcal Vaccines (PDF)
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Common errors

Contributing factors

Incorrect combination vaccine
product given - right antigens
but wrong strength.

~There are multiple vaccines with the same or similar
antigens. Combination vaccines such as DTaP-IPV-Hib
(Pediacel), Tdap-IPV (Adacel-Polio), and Tdap (Adacel) are
very similar but contain different amounts of each antigen

- The case of the antigen code (capital o lower-case
letter) indicates the dose (high dose and low dose).

= The dose amount or strength of antigen protection
required will depend on the patient's age and
vaccination history.

Vaccine product given at an
unauthorized age.

~ Similar vaccine products may have been authorized for

administration in individuals of different ages; such as MMR
(six months and over) and MMRV (four -12 years old)

= Vaccines have an “age window” where they are
authorized as being effective and safe

Vaccines given too early to
count for childcare and school
legislation.

- While vaccines may be authorized and safe to administer to
a patient of a certain age, childcare and school legislation
requires that milestone vaccines be given on or after a
specific age. Giving the vaccine early, even by a few days,
may result in the patient being non-compliant with provincial
legislation

Vaccines given too close
together.

~Vaccines which require multiple doses to complete the series
need adequate spacing between doses. Spacing may be
inconsistent between doses in the same series (i.e
recommended spacing between first dose and second dose
may be different from second dose and third dose)

- Two live vaccines of the same or different antigen(s) require
adequate spacing.

Incorrect assessment of catch-
up schedules.

~Deviations from routine vaccine schedules are more
common in newcomer populations, where there may have
been gaps in the administration of immunizations. These
require a greater understanding of legislative requirements
and catch-up vaccination schedules.





