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Contigo Fund: Over $1 Million Awarded to Organizations Building on 

the LGBTQ Intersectional Movement, Resilience, and Resistance in 

Orlando and The South.  

ORLANDO, Fla. (April 2018) – June 12th is marked on the heart of every LGBTQ person and those that                   
support them across the world. “For those in Orlando, the road to recovery continues and will for years                  
to come,” says Contigo Fund Program Director Marco Antonio Quiroga. “For all those directly and deeply                
affected by the Pulse massacre, it’s still very real. The trauma is still there. The disparities these LGBTQ                  
communities of color face are deep and historic. The journey to healing and empowerment is a very long                  
one. It’s not over.” 

Contigo Fund --- which emerged in the aftermath of the Pulse tragedy to financially support               
organizations working to heal, educate, and empower Pulse-affected communities, particularly LGBTQ           
and Latinx individuals, immigrants, and people of color who were distinctly impacted by the tragedy and                
historically marginalized from society --- remains committed as the only community-driven LGBTQ fund             
supporting the immediate recovery, intermediate rebuilding, and long-term transformation that has           
taken root in Orlando and across Central Florida. Contigo has provided robust and immediate support to                
both grassroots emerging groups and existing nonprofits responding to the needs of Orlando’s             
marginalized communities that were distinctly impacted by the massacre.  

This month: Contigo Fund’s Community Board made final decisions on over $350,000 in grants to 13                
organizations, sustaining critical recovery and intermediate rebuilding efforts and demonstrating its           
long-term commitment to building on the LGBTQ movement, resilience, and resistance in Orlando. The              
grants will support organizations in Orlando --- including grassroots groups that often lack access to               
philanthropy --- working to uplift marginalized communities that have historically faced stigma and             
violence and recognizing that help is still very much needed. This brings Contigo Fund’s total               

 



 

grantmaking to $1,000,174.00 with 39 total awards supporting 27 organizations leading these recovery             
and movement building efforts since the Pulse shooting took place in June 2016. 

“Contigo believes supporting and advancing the transformation taken root in Orlando and a powerful              
movement for LGBTQ communities of color in the U.S. South --- with Orlando at the forefront --- brings                  
us all closer to justice and liberation and will lead to meaningful and lasting change for our nation,” says                   
Contigo Community Board member and Orlando United Assistance Center’s Community Partnership           

Developer Joél Morales. “There are still urgent gaps and needs in the community and the powerful                

movement led by and for those most impacted must be sustained, cemented, and expanded. Contigo is                
committed and we need others to join us.”  

Efforts supported: range from fighting mental health stigma in LGBTQ and communities of color; to               
building on the capacity and leadership of transgender women of color and other LGBTQ people of                
color, including those most impacted by HIV/AIDS and the increasing rise of new transmissions in our                
region; an expansion of LGBTQ services and community spaces in Osceola County to support the               
predominantly Puerto Rican underserved community which half of the Pulse victims called home; to              
building bridges of understanding and collaboration between LGBTQ individuals and communities of            
faith, particularly LGBTQ and Evangelical and Muslim communities; to working with school            
administrators and students to transform school environments where LGBTQ youth and youth of color              
can feel safe and affirmed; to supporting spaces of safety and protection for LGBTQ young people in                 
farmworking, immigrant, and rural communities such as Apopka; to supporting LGBTQ Puerto Rican             
evacuees and their immediate support systems forced to migrate and re-settle to Central Florida              
following the devastation on the island due to Hurricane Maria, and much more. 

Contigo is responsive to the needs and understands the disparities because its grantmaking efforts are               
community-driven through a diverse Community Board of 12 remarkable local leaders in Orlando that              
were directly and deeply impacted by the Pulse tragedy. These leaders are highly representative of               
Orlando’s diversity, including members of the LGBTQ and Latinx, Black, Muslim, transgender,            
undocumented and rural communities. “We recognize that the greatest wisdom comes from the             
communities that are closest to both the challenges we face and the long-term solutions we need,’ says                 
Contigo Community Board member Nancy Rosado. “Our work demonstrates how powerful it is when              
funders trust communities with resources that are rapidly accessible and meet the urgency of the               
moment.” 

Looking to the Future: Recognizing the important movement moment created by March for Our              
Lives, Contigo is preparing to release an open application from our rapid response fund for groups in                 
Orlando to apply for grassroots organizing grants focused on efforts led by Pulse-affected communities              
--- particularly queer youth, Black and Latinx queer and transgender communities of color --- to build on                 
the intersectional movement to end gun, intimate, and policing violence against marginalized            
communities. Contigo is committed to amplifying the rallying voices calling “never again” and             
collaborations between communities most often impacted by violence, hate, and bigotry --- youth,             
working poor, people of color, and queer and trans communities --- and supporting a powerful,               
intersectional national movement with Orlando at the forefront. 

The disparities we face are great: as a state, 50th in the nation for mental health funding; as a region,                    
first in the nation for low wage jobs; as a city, top five in the nation for new transmissions of HIV. Florida                      
faces deep challenges and high barriers to housing and quality health care and education. Florida, which                

 



 

is currently under a state of emergency for travel due to the sharp increase of ICE raids, has the highest                    
number of ICE arrests in the nation, leaving immigrant families and communities --- including LGBTQ               
DREAMERS and those that love and support them --- under constant state of fear of detention and                 
deportation.  

“Through the efforts of our current and future grantees and as one community working together, we are                 
creating a sanctuary where all are safe, welcomed and affirmed. These organizations demonstrate             
resilience and a relentless drive for justice. Support for this intersectional, movement building work              
continues to be critical”, says Contigo Community Board member and entrepreneur Rizwan Zaman. 

With the Annual Pulse Remembrance only a few months away, Contigo partnered with the Historical               
Society of Central Florida. Through our grant, the One Orlando Collection will continue to preserve the                
history of the Pulse tragedy and commemorate the memory of those taken from us. The “One Year                 
Later: Reflecting on Orlando’s Pulse Nightclub Massacre” exhibition of June, 2017 which was completely              
Spanish-English bilingual - recognizing the origins of the families most impacted by the tragedy - is an                 
example of the History Center’s commitment to both LGBTQ communities and communities of color. We               
are honored to partner to bring the community a two-year remembrance of the Pulse Nightclub tragedy                
which will be open to the public at the Orange County Regional History Center located in downtown                 
Orlando in June, 2018.  

We recognize much is left to be done, particularly for marginalized people that mirror those from the                 
Pulse tragedy and their families who are living with anxiety and insecurity as they witness hate speech                 
and violence rooted in homophobia and racism increasingly normalizing across our country. However,             
the community that is coming together in support of one another here in The South is growing, learning,                  
activating, and resisting against this bias more and more each day with a desire to see change.  

Contigo was founded with funds from six national foundations, and its ongoing work will depend on                
additional support from Central Florida and beyond. For a full list of Contigo Fund grantee partners,                
please see next page. For additional information on the Contigo Fund and to contribute to our efforts,                 
visit www.ContigoFund.org or contact Program Director Marco Antonio Quiroga at          
MQuiroga@Our-Fund.org. 

#### 

Contigo Fund, an initiative of Our Fund Foundation, supported by a national coalition of foundations was born in the aftermath of the horrific act                        

of hate that occurred on Latin Night at Pulse nightclub in Orlando to thoughtfully and proactively respond to the unique needs of the LGBTQ                        1

communities of color that were distinctly impacted. “Contigo” means “with you” in Spanish honors those that were lost at Pulse --- nearly all of                        

which were both LGBTQ and Latinx  --- by making sure their identities, lived experiences, families and diverse communities are never forgotten. 2

 

Contigo Fund serves as a participatory philanthropic model that is authentically community-driven and supports the immediate recovery,                 

intermediate rebuilding, and long-term transformation taken root in Orlando and empowerment of those impacted so they can drive solutions to                    

the disparities in their own communities. Contigo financially supports organizations – including emerging and grassroots organizations that                 

often lack access to philanthropy – working to heal, educate and empower LGBTQ and Latinx individuals, immigrants, and people of color; as                      

well as those working to end all forms of bigotry. Our focus is on medium-term to long-term solutions that advance the intersections of social,                        

racial, and gender equity to bring meaningful, transformative and lasting change to these Pulse-affected and historically marginalized                 

communities in Orlando and across Central Florida. 

 

 

1 LGBTQ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer 
2 Latinx is the gender-inclusive form of Latino and Latina 
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Organizations Supported by Contigo (in alphabetical order) 

All Together Now 

Bliss Cares (TRANSaction)* 

Building US Coalition 

Central Florida Jobs With Justice 

Equality Florida* 

Farmworkers Association of Florida* 

First Unitarian Church of Orlando 

Freedom Ride 

GLBT Community Center of Central Florida 

Hispanic Federation: Proyecto Somos Orlando* 

Historical Society of Central Florida 

Holocaust Memorial and Resource Center of Florida* 

Hope CommUnity Center* 

Immigration Equality 

Libby’s Legacy Breast Cancer Foundation 

Mental Health Association of Central Florida* 

Miracle of Love, Inc. 

Muslim Alliance for Sexual and Gender Diversity 

Muslim Women’s Organization 

Oasis United Transformations Community Outreach 

One Orlando Alliance 

Orlando Gay Chorus 

QLatinx* 

Reformation Project 

Stonewall National Museum and Archives* 

Two Spirit Health Services, Inc.* 

Zebra Coalition, Inc.  *two or more awards 

 


