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11 weeks, five different roles, two regions, and countless laughs and memories. My first LIFE 

week was in 2006 when I attended LIFE Central as a student with Queen of Apostles 

Community. It was something I was interested in attending. but if I’m being honest, I only really 

wanted to go because my two older sisters attended. I didn’t have a strong faith life, and I wasn’t 

quite sure what I was getting myself into. Something happened that week that I can’t quite put 

into words. Maybe it was the prayer services that allowed me to feel the closest to God I’d ever 

felt at that point in my life. Maybe it was my small group that showed me that people could love 

the authentic version of myself, and I didn’t have to wear a mask for people to love and accept 

me. Or maybe it was the moderators, who helped lead us students in creating a community that is 

unlike anything else.  Regardless, something about that week changed my life, and little did I 

know, 13 years later I would still be involved in Marianist LIFE.  

 

During college, whenever I was home and came back to QAC, I always went back and visited 

with my youth minister and the other adults who ran the LIFE group. During one of the visits, 

one of the moderators who was serving on the Coordinating Team asked if I would be interested 

in being a Marianist Young Adult or MYA. Besides the fact that I had no idea what a MYA was 

since they didn’t exist four years previously, I jumped at the opportunity to come back as an 

adult. I wanted to be a part of the community of adults that set such a great example for me as a 

student. I wanted to give my time to the program that made me into the person I was, and I knew 

I wanted to help lead my parish’s LIFE group once I graduated college and moved back to 

Dayton. Being a MYA was so different than being a student, but it was so wonderful to be back 

at Marianist LIFE.  

 

Since coming back as an adult, I have played a lot of roles in the Marianist LIFE world. I started 

coming back as Queen of Apostles Community LIFE mod. I have attended the program as an 

auxiliary mod on more than one occasion, and for the last 3 years, I have served as the Head of 

Program for LIFE Central. In 2019, I also had the pleasure of attending LIFE Pacific. Although 

at times I thought I was crazy for attending two programs in one summer, I am so glad I was able 

to experience Pacific and meet all the wonderful people that I did. 

 



I’m always amazed at how saying “yes” like Mary did can transform your life in so many 

different ways. I can’t imagine my life without Marianist LIFE and all the people that have 

entered my life through this wonderful program. To all the 2006 Central LIFErs: thank you for 

making that week a week to remember. To all the students that I have had the joy of being your 

moderator: thank you for allowing me to be a part of your memories. And last to all the adults 

that I have walked alongside on one or many LIFE weeks: thank you for all the love, support and 

laughs.  


