
“Happy Birthday to You” 
 

I remember like yesterday when I turned forty, which was JUST a few years ago.    It was a fun celebration because it 
marked the birth of a new decade, which would bring many new exciting opportunities with the Lord.  Speaking of 
turning 40, we just celebrated this milestone with my son Scott.  It was surreal because I have such vivid memories of 
my own celebration and now my son is right there.  Go figure. 
 
Celebrating birthdays are fun.  Just a few weeks ago I was invited to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Noelridge Park 
Baptist Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and we had a blast.  What a party.  Over these past eight years as a Director, I have 
celebrated many church birthdays and they are always so much fun.  Just to look back over the years to acknowledge 
and proclaim God’s faithfulness is a wonderful thing.   
 
Sunday, August 25, marked the celebration of another church birthday that I want to bring to your attention.  I want 
you to celebrate with them.  Happy 20th birthday to Pastor Pat McBride and New Life Church in Wanamingo, MN.  Pat 
McBride is only the second pastor of the church and he is doing a great job there. The anniversary celebration of New 
Life, that spanned three nights within the community, is particularly special and meaningful to me.  I was enormously 
blessed to be the original pastor and church planter of New Life.   
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* 1-left Pastor Pat Phinney CBNC Regional Director, right Pastor Pat McBride; 2-Marcia Flaa, missionary serving 
Thailand; 3-Scott Molby giving his testimony; 4-Pastor Pat Phinney; 5-Worship Team; 6-Pastor Pat McBride 



 
I want to briefly share this amazing story. It proves the point that when you STOP and consider who God is; see what God 
is doing around you; listen to what God saying; and respond in obedience to what God wants, then you too can plant a 
church in your own community.  It is possible. 
 
1991 was the year of intercession.  Where did this beautiful story of New Life begin?   On bended knees in prayer.  In 
1991, a dozen men from three denominations met early every Saturday morning in a Wanamingo home to pray.  The 
heart of God was unleashed on these men to trust God for a new work in Wanamingo, MN.  These prayers of faith went 
on for seven years, but no one knew how this miracle would take place.   
 
1995 was the year of encounter.  God led 7 families from Wanamingo to First Baptist Church in West Concord.  I clearly 
remember what they asked, “Pastor, we have a passion to reach our community for Jesus Christ.  Will you help us?”  
What did this mean?  A year went by and we began a church-wide study of “Experiencing God” by Henry Blackaby.  The 
first principle was seared into our minds, “God is always at work around you.”  What was God clearly doing around First 
Baptist that we could experience with Him?  The Spirit of God was moving in Wanamingo and we were compelled to obey 
and join God in this work.  Wanamingo, here we come. 
 
1998 was the year of conception.  It was confirmed that First Baptist Church was to follow God and begin a new work in 
a surrounding community.  I was called to leave the church as the pastor and follow God in what He was doing.    In 
October, I was commissioned as their first church planter and Pastor David Breederland was installed as the new lead 
pastor of First Baptist Church (now called Faith Community).  I established an office on Main Street in Wanamingo and 
on October 19, New Life Church was officially incorporated.  From November 15, 1998 to August 15, 1999, 33 weeks of 
training began at the Wanamingo Fire Hall. We were going to have a baby! 
 
1999 was the year of birth.  On Easter Sunday, Pastor David Breederland commissioned 22 adults and 18 kids “to go and 
make disciples”.  The day of the “soft launch” finally came on April 11, when 40 excited, but nervous people met in the 
cafeteria of the Wanamingo Elementary School.  The “church in the box” was born and on that first day, we had our first 
visitor from the community.  On Tuesday, May 4, we saw our first decision for Christ, when a woman named Maria 
attempted to take her life, but failed.  She gave her life to Jesus a few days later and the journey of seeing many come to 
faith in Christ, baptized and discipled began.  Over the years, there were 72 decisions for Christ and 102 baptisms.  The 
Grand Opening was on September 12 at the Kenyon/Wanamingo gymnasium.  To God’s glory, 180 people attended that 
day to celebrate the miraculous “kick-off” of the community’s newest church.   
 
1999 was the year of astonishment.  The communities surrounding Wanamingo were dumb-founded.  How could a small 
church in West Concord, MN step out in blind faith to start another church 17 miles away with only 18 adults?  The 
reporters came knocking.  The Zumbrota News Record (6 miles east), asked me why we would start another church when 
there are already so many?  This is what I said, “Our passion is to see people find Jesus Christ.  Our passion is to reach the 
unreached of different cultures and different groups of people.  Our passion is to see God’s church grow, multiply and 
produce other healthy churches.”  
 
The reporter from the Dodge Center Record (27 miles south) asked the same thing in amazement, “Why another church?”  
I said, “We desire to present people with an opportunity for a new life, a new beginning and a fresh start through Jesus 
Christ.  We chose the name New Life Church because we want to communicate our mission and purpose as to why we 
exist.” 
 
The legacy continues  
The legacy of this passion to see people come to fresh faith in Jesus Christ continues in both Faith Community in West 
Concord and New Life in Wanamingo.  But wait.  There is more.  We are seeing many CB churches effectively reach their 
community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Lost people are being saved, baptized and discipled in many churches.  The 
amazement of the world around them also continues.   
 
This same passion is driving Gerad and Melissa Hall of East Moline, IL.  They are obeying God to plant a church in the 
Quad Cities (Davenport and Bettendorf in SE Iowa, and Rock Island, Moline in NW Illinois).  CB North Central is choosing 



to partner with Gerad in this endeavor to plant our newest CB church.  If you want to find out more of what God is doing 
here, click on the link below.  He would love to come to your church and share this vision to boldly proclaim the Gospel.  
We would love for you to give financially to this new work. 
 
On my desk through the years of the church plant was this William Carey quote, “Expect great things from God; attempt 
great things for God.”  What great opportunity are you willing to attempt for God? 
 
“A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, "Come over to 
Macedonia and help us." And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia . . . “    Acts 
16:7-10 
 
Pat Phinney 
CB North Central Regional Director 

 

 
 

Pastor Gerad & Melissa Hall with children Blaise, Hudson and Steele  
Gerad Hall, Church Planter in the Quad Cities 
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