Money flows toward Vision
When I hear missionaries and ministries talk about changed lives and their vision for more changed lives, I get excited, I want to help, and I want to give.  Churches planted, the poor raised, children receiving needed surgeries, service men and women being baptized - just name the ministry that gets you excited…and draws you to generosity.  Our money wants to flow toward that vision.  

I am aware there is a lexical difference between the mission and vision, but for this writing think about vision as a desired future.  Such as, in the future you would like a new roof, new staff member, or personally, a vacation to your favorite beach.    

I want you to believe that having a desired future – a vision – for your ministry is necessary to raise financial support.  If your only desired future is to meet the budget and keep it “status quo” then here are a few ideas to get your engine revving to broaden your church’s vision.  

Vision Gives Purpose to Wealth
You’ve preached it – life isn’t about the acquisition of wealth.  While few wealthy people are ready to admit it, they, of all people, know this firsthand.  I’ve even read some research which indicates that wealthy people tend to feel a bit isolated and alone.  Largely because they are suspicious of people liking them only for what they can gain from them.  Pastor, you don’t want their money, you want them.  So, understand the ministry of the church, with godly vision, recalibrates their use of wealth to purposeful, divinely guided ministry with eternal impact.  A godly envisioned future provides purpose for their wealth.        

Vision Helps People Give More 
Haven’t you noticed that people give from different parts of their finances?  Like different bucks in the budget, they will give to the school’s booster club carnival, the neighbor kid selling cookie dough, a family in need, or the local volunteer fire department.  We tend to think, “why didn’t they give that all to the church?”.  It’s because they give from different buckets.  

In your church family there are some who will give to a building fun, some to an adult mission trip, some to Operation Christmas Child and many will do this above (that means more than) their monthly general fund giving.  Your vision for these areas of ministry demonstrate that the church ministry is larger than simply meeting the annual budget.  

I have watched churches raise funds for large projects outside of the general budget and general giving also goes up.  People give more when there is vision and people give for more vision.
Vision Helps Quiet the “That’s Too Expensive Crowd”
I am by nature and habit a frugal person.  I am very concerned about costs.  I also believe, it’s a natural and needed question, “but, how much will it cost”?  BUT, too regularly this question stymies our vision.  Learn and then teach your people is not God’s first question EVER.  

Mentally review your favorite biblical stories of God’s provision until you find the one where God was halted because of lack of resources?

I am deliberately attempting to reframe my frustration to the question, “but how much is it, or isn’t that too expensive?” and instead moving the conversation forward by asking the “That’s Too Expensive Crowd”, “so, money is the only obstacle for you?  You mean, if people will give to this project, then you’re in favor?”.  

As my friend Pastor Wade Duroe says, “Bam Baby!”  This is the very moment you can put that idea into writing like this, “here’s the vision, we have consensus, so please pray and ask God for His provision”.  

 Pastor Rob’s Financial Tip
Write your vision down, pray for it, talk to other pastors about how to improve it, and share it with your church leaders – and then get after it!  Bam Baby!








