
“Fighting to Keep Focus”  
 

 Focus (fo-kus) noun, [Latin]  1. A focal point  
2. To concentrate  3.  A center of interest of 
activity   4.  To sharpen or clearly define.   
5. The point at which an object is most clearly 
seen. 

 
There may be a lot of people out there who want 
summer to continue, but not me.  I absolutely 
love the fall.  It is time for wearing sweaters and 
drinking hot apple cider.  Vacations are over and 
kids are back in school.  Leaves are dropping from 
the trees as they go into a winter rest.  The crisp 
fall winds are starting to blow and people 
everywhere are itching to get in their cars for 
some scenic driving.  The binoculars get packed, hiking shoes get strapped on and the Instagram feeds get fired 
up for some autumn adventure.  In all of the busyness that fall brings, we must STAY FOCUSED on what really 
matters.   
 
I have passed my eight-year mark as Director of CB North Central and what a marvelous journey it has been.  I 
would not trade one minute of all the things I have seen and experienced with our CB churches.  I probably have 
more observations and opinions than you want to hear, but here is one for you.  “When the ‘fight is on’ and 
conflict or opposition abounds in God’s church, some leaders become very tentative and lose focus.”  I want to 
say at times to my fellow fighters, “Come on. We can do this!  Don’t give up!  Let’s keep fighting to do what is 
right!”  Once leadership loses focus on what they are called to do and become tentative in the fight for truth, 
then comes the knock-out punch from the opponent.  
 
To a casual observer in the world, Jesus might appear as a nomad who performed miracles.  Maybe He was like 
Johnny Appleseed who scattered goodness like throwing confetti at a New Year’s Eve party.  Possibly He was 
like a Galilean Socrates whose idealism attracted starry eyed disciples.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  
Jesus was the world’s most focused leader.  He was a genius in organizational development and human 
resources.  He specialized in visionary management.  Of course, He was God. 
  
I love His leadership style, as He faced opposition on every side:   

** The religious leaders set traps in hopes of discrediting Him . . . “Then the Pharisees went out    
             and laid plans to trap him in his words.”  (Matthew 22:15) 
 
       ** His disciples tried to rewrite His agenda . . .  “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at  
            your left in your glory." (Mark 10:37) 
 
       ** Even Satan took his best shot at Him. . . “All this I will give you, if you will bow down and  
            worship me."  (Mark 4:9) 
  
How did Jesus survive the constant bombardment of second guessers and obstinate rivals?  As far as that goes, 
how does any leader in the church maintain focus in the middle of hostile distractions? 
  
First of all, Jesus was determined to do God’s will and nothing else.  He said in John 6:38, “For I have come down 
from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.”  Nothing would divert Jesus from doing 
the Father’s Will.  Not his overwhelming success.  Not his triumphant debates.  Not even the cross removed His 
focus.  No matter what, Jesus always did the right thing. 
  



He focused His message.  Every thought, dialogue, conversation and comment was deliberately centered on the 
message of salvation given to Him by God.  Nothing could distract Him from words that changed the world. 
 
He wasn’t intimidated by complaints.  Crowds walked away from Him in droves.  Many complained about Him 
and questioned His motives for such a bold message, but still it did not stop Him.  “On hearing it, many of his 
disciples said, ‘This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?’ "  (John 6:60) 
 
And finally, He was determined to replicate Himself through His disciples.  “As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world.”   (John 17:18)   From hundreds of candidates He chose only a dozen followers, each 
with varying degree of strengths and weaknesses.  He held nothing back and they became “discipled” (learners) 
for kingdom work.  The mandate of disciplemaking was born and passed on to the church.  
 
Jesus was focused on the fight and His mission at hand.  Now it is our turn.   Summer was so much fun.  Vacations 
with family and friends were a blast.  As we think about the mission of the church this fall, LET’S BE FOCUSED.   
 
USA boxer, Errol Spence was defeated by a Russian in the 2016 Olympic Games Rio.  This is what he said after 
he was badly beaten, “I'm glad a better guy beat me this time.  I just tried to fight my fight, and it didn't work 
out. He was the better man.''  Friends, are you ok with that??   
 
I close with a quote from one of the greatest fighters known to man, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day — and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.”   2 Timothy 4:7-8    Let’s keep fighting for what really matters . . . Mission.    
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