
How much do you have to hate somebody…?

 Penn Jillette, a well-known magician, author, and atheist says this in regards 

to evangelism:  

 “I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that at all. If you 
believe that there’s a heaven and hell and people could be going to hell or not getting 
eternal life or whatever, and you think that it’s not really worth telling them this because it 
would make it socially awkward…How much do you have to hate somebody to not 
proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that everlasting life is 
possible and not tell them that? I  mean, if I believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that a 
truck was coming at you, and you didn’t believe it— but that truck was bearing down on you
— there’s a certain point where I tackle you. And this is more important than that.”  

How much do you have to hate somebody…? 

 Since I first read that quote and those words in Matt Smethursts book “Before You 

Share your Faith” it has continued to run through my mind. It is the question I would like to 

evaluate and contemplate in this article. With the hope that we might go from being 

comfortable in our silent hatred towards those “somebodies” and instead be “controlled by 

the love of Christ” as the Apostle Paul was in 2 Corinthians 5. After all, I think we would all 

say (if we believe what we say we believe) that the most loving thing we can do for a 

hopeless and hell bound “somebody” is share with them the Good and Glorious news of 

Jesus Christ. So where is the disconnect?  

	 The disconnect must be in one of two places: 1. A lack of love or 2. We don’t believe 

what we say we believe. Now, I know our tendency is too shy away and say “no” to both 

accusations. However, if your “love” for others and “belief” in the Gospel does not drive you 

to action, would it not be fair to question whether they really exist at all? The Apostle Paul did 

not just claim to love others and believe the Gospel he was driven by both.  

Take a look at 2 Corinthians 5:13-14 -  



How much do you have to hate somebody…?

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 

all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live 

for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.  

	 The Apostle Paul’s life was marked by his love for others and a firm belief that the 

Gospel was the best news ever and the most loving thing he could share with “the 

somebodies” God put in his path. The question I would like each of us to ask ourselves is: 

Could the same be said of us?  We must look past what we say and do on Sunday mornings 

or Wednesday nights in our churches as Pastors and look at what we do the rest of the week 

as Christians. 

	 Brothers and fellow servants in the Lord, may we be controlled by Christ’s love for 

those around us, and grasped by his glorious Gospel to the point that it would drive us to 

share the wonderful news we have been given for the good of those who hear it and for the 

Glory of God.  

	 I hope and pray you join me in evaluating and contemplating the question:  

“How much do you have to hate somebody to not share the Gospel with 

them?” 
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