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“We have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive 
from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him.”   1 John 3:21-23 
 
I can’t even tell how many times Karen and I have cried out to the 
Lord for His miraculous healing over this great adversary called 
cancer.  We’re not alone.  So many of you, our friends throughout 
the four churches we have served and also among the dozens of 

churches within the CB North Central family have communicated a similar cry for a cure before God.  It is 
our life line of Biblical intercession.   
 
The principles of 1 John are absolutely amazing and assuring.  We know if we are the children of God, He 
answers our prayers.  First, we can know if our prayers will be answered if we keep His commandments.  
And second, John says the only way you can obey God’s commandments is if we belong to Him. Therefore, 
an obedient believer proves he is abiding in Christ and receives assurance when his prayers are answered.  
Here is the stickler.  Karen and I have been reassured that the only prayers are the ones prayed according 
to His will.  If we are obedient, we will fashion our prayers in line with what Scriptures say about His will.  
The answered prayer that follows will bring you confidence and assurance.  Why do I say this to you?  We 
want only prayers coming from your heart that are in alignment with your obedience to God and His 
Word.  Karen and I only want His will in regards to His miraculous healing.  We want to experience joy and 
blessings no matter what happens.  Will you join us? 
 
September has been a disappointing month for us.  Disappointed, yes!  Living in failure with what God has 
not done, never!  The September 17 CT scan and appointment with the Mayo Clinic oncologist showed 
that the four cycles (months) of intensive immunotherapy treatments have not worked.  The results 
showed that some of the cancer regressed, some stayed the same and yet in other areas, there was 
growth.  As the result, they have pulled Karen from the clinical trial.  So, what’s next for us in this prolonged 
journey?  We have an October 1 appointment with our own oncologist in Minneapolis.  It is here we will 
discover the strategic steps in moving forward.  Karen will most likely be offered another type of chemo 
to bring the cancer growth into submission.  Are we hopeful?  Of course!  Though it is another set-back, 
our trust in God’s sovereign care does not waiver. Pray with us in His will that it is His desire to heal Karen.  
We love you all.    
 

 “Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way 
to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.”    The cry of David’s heart in Psalm 37:4-5 
 
Confident that God is at work, 
Pat and Karen Phinney 


