
 

“Christmas – Mall or Manger”  
 

To my shock and amazement, I just read in USA Today that consumers spent a record $7.2 billion on Black Friday.  
In addition, according to Forbes Magazine, Cyber 
Monday hit a new record of more than $9 billion in 
sales.  Are you ready for this?  $3 billion orders came 
through smartphones.  That is unbelievable. 
 
Christmas is not defined by hi-tech marketing 
strategies as in the world of retail. We would all agree 
that the Christmas season is by far our most festive 
occasion of the year.  It is a time of joyful celebration 
for God sending His Son to redeem the world.  It is a time of trimming the tree, Christmas cantatas, candlelight 
services, singing carols, poinsettias, mistletoe, turkey with cranberry sauce, and presents.   
 

It is true that this is a time of celebration for most of us, but not for all.  "How can this be?"  For many, this time of 
year brings extreme loneliness, discouragement, and even depression right in our churches.  I just got off the phone 
after spending an hour counseling one of our CB pastors about his personal struggles with depression at Christmas.  
I mention this to you because we can become so caught up in the joyous season that we don't see the hurting needs 
of people right around us. We have a basic responsibility to care for those people like Christ did and then make an 
effort to carry their burden with His love.  Paul said, "Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the 
law of Christ." Galatians 6:2 
 
A few weeks ago, my daughter in-laws’ sisters’ husband was killed when he fell off a ladder putting up Christmas 
lights. This has been hard on the family and for this dear wife and mother of two young children. Celebrating a 
traditional Christmas with her family has changed forever.  My heart just breaks for her and it puts a whole different 
spin on Christmas.  It reminds me to say that there are people who are lonely during the Christmas season and they 
need more than just a friend.  You will have more contact with relatives and friends at Christmas than at any other 
time of the year.  That makes Christmas an ideal time for a "seasoned" note or comment about the God that cares 
for them.   During this Christmas season, let us make ourselves accessible to those around you who are weary, 
hurting, and needing a friend.  According to what Jesus said in John 13:34-35, our love could make a difference.  "A 
new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
Take another look at the manger scene this Christmas.  It is an incredible intervention into this world by God who 
was “made in human likeness” (Philippians 2:7).  First, the eternal love of God is revealed to the entire world in its 
fullest expression, so all that believe will have eternal life (John 3:16).  Second, He who shared flesh and blood 
(Hebrews 2:14) causes those who believe to share in the same divine nature (2 Peter 1:4).  Third, Jesus who 
committed no sin was made sin that those who believe might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 
5:21).  Lastly, Jesus who came incarnate as God Himself has given the work of reconciliation to a lost world (2 
Corinthians 5:19).  This is the sum of the Christmas message and we must respond.  This is His gift to us. 
 
Look beyond the tender scene of the manger and see what Jesus saw.  A hurting and desperate world who needs 

the free gift of salvation.  Be sensitive to those people around you that are reaching 
out for a new fresh life. 
 
Wendy and I want to wish you, your family and your church a very merry Christmas.  
We are so blessed to serve you as you promote the Gospel of Jesus Christ this season. 
 
Pat Phinney 

CB North Central Regional Director 
 


