
Forgiveness 
 
Last month I introduced the topic on why relationships go stale.  I proposed a challenge in relationships is 
“familiarity breeds contempt.”  Folks get “tired” of a preacher, his style and even his humor.    
  
This month I would like to look at the topic of unresolved disappointments.  To put it simply it is a lack of 
forgiveness.  When we delve into the topic of forgiveness, there is responsibility on numerous levels.  Let 
me list them with Scripture to back them up: 
 

1. When offense takes place—God is the first offended.  Psalm 51:4; 1 John 1:9 
2. If I have been offended or offend someone, God says to straighten out the matter before I come 

to worship.  Matthew 5:23, 24. 
3.  I am to forgive as Jesus forgave me.  Matthew 6:12; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13 
4. Forgiveness starts at the heart level.  Matthew 18:35 
5. If I have been offended, it is my job to approach the offender.  Luke 17:3 
6. I am to forgive even if offended 7 times in the same matter in one day.  Luke 17:4 
7. Times of refreshment come when forgiveness takes place.  Acts 3:19; Isaiah 1:18 

 
A theory I have is:  Bitterness is a lack of forgiveness.  When bitterness sets in, numerous people are 
impacted.  Hebrews 15:12.  So again, the pastor and congregation have responsibility in the matter of 
estranged relationships.  If it is due to an oversight, or even a perceived oversight, all parties have a job.   
  
Pastor, it is important to be sensitive to actions and words that offend.  If you make a promise and fail—
apologize.  If your humor or words from your mouth offend—apologize.  The best kind of apologies are 
those that (taken from Peacemaker’s Ministries):  
 

A. Address everyone involved 
B. Avoid “if, but and maybe” in your apology 
C. Admit specifically attitudes and actions 
D. Acknowledge the hurt 
E. Accept consequences 
F. Alter behavior 
G. Ask for forgiveness 

(A note:  Boards and parishioners should be quick to apologize as well!) 
 
So what are the promises of forgiveness? (Peacemaker’s Ministries): 

1. I will not dwell on this incident. 
2. I will not bring this incident up and use it against you. 
3. I will not talk to others about this incident. 
4. I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal relationship. 

 
I have seen pastors leave churches because of caustic humor; failure to keep appointments; betraying 
confidences; and other reasons related to forgiveness.  The Bible makes it clear all parties have a job when 
it comes to forgiveness. 
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