
Our Update  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7  

Being perfectly transparent, disappointment will 
often lead us down the path to worry or being 
“anxious.” God tells us to pray and make our 
requests known to Him.  He wants us to think about 
Him and talk to Him about “everything.”  Not just a 
few things or the important things but everything. 
That shows us how much He loves us.  This has been a most challenging time for us, as we have faced a 
year of adversity in so many things.  In them, we are learning to rest and trust right in the middle of 
disappointments.   
 
We had another disappointment in our journey with Karen’s cancer.  On September 20, Karen had a biopsy 
of a suspicious lesion they discovered on her liver.  We were concerned.  The procedure was to take about 
40 minutes and after only 10 minutes, the Radiologist came out to the waiting room to speak with me.  I 
thought to myself, “What are you doing here so quickly?”  He smiled and said, “Mr. Phinney, we have 
good news for you.  The biopsy was all fluid and no sign of tissue.  We will still send off the sample to 
pathology, but it looks good.”  What a relief and we praised God.  We were just thrilled to tears for what 
we heard, so we told all our family and close friends of the great news.    
 
Three days later, we got a call from the Oncology Group who is caring for Karen.  They said they were sad 
to tell us that the fluid in the lesion tested positive with a malignancy. Our hearts were crushed.  How 
could this be?  The Radiologist spoke prematurely, so now we have to process this disappointing 
information.  The sample was submitted to what they call a “Strata Test” and here they will determine 
the molecular structure of the cancer to see if it is something new or a part of the original cancer that was 
found in the fallopian tube on September 2, 2017.  
 
Karen has not had any chemo treatments since July 31 and she has been feeling so much better.  We don’t 
know for sure, but Karen will most likely need to start chemo again to address the new malignancy.  We 
don’t know any details yet, so please continue to pray on our behalf. 
 
I injured my left shoulder on July 30 and tore two primary muscles completely from my rotator cuff.  As 
the result, I will be having surgery on October 9 to repair the damage.  This of course, will make our life 
very challenging because the recovery is slow and I will be incapacitated for some time.  
 
We cling to the promises of Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  
 
Will you be alert and keep praying for us as Ephesians 6: 18 says? 

 

Pat & Karen Phinney 


