
Communication – WHAT?? 
 
A farmer came to a lawyer one day.  “I want a divorce,” he 
said.  The attorney asks, “Do you have grounds?”  The man 
responds, “Yes, we own 80 acres.”   “I mean” he goes on, 
“do you have a case?”  “No!” the farmer says, “I just have 
John Deere’s.”  “Sir,” the frustrated lawyer asks, “do you 
have a grudge?”   “Why of course I have a grudge,” he says, 
“that’s where I park my John Deere.”  The lawyer continues, 
“I would like to know, do you have a suit?”  The old guy 
responds, “I do have a suit, I wear it to the Baptist Church 
every Sunday.”  By now, the lawyer is shaking his head.  His 
next question, “Do you beat your wife up?”   “No!” the man 
says, “She wakes up before me to bring the cows in the 
barn.”  Finally, the lawyer stands and asks, “Sir, why do you 
want a divorce?”  The old farmer shakes his head and says, 
“Well, we just don’t seem to able to communicate 
anymore.”  
 
This year I am addressing the challenges to ongoing ministry.  January I wrote concerning “boredom.”  It is the 
idea of familiarity and getting tired of a person and some mannerisms they may have.  February we looked at 
lack of forgiveness.  This month it will be on communication.  Communication is an art and science all wrapped 
up into one. 
 
Scripture addresses from the beginning our challenges with communication.  God gave instructions for the 
garden.  However, the simple words of God were twisted and not obeyed.   Another time God clearly said 
Pharaoh’s heart would be hardened and deliverance of the Children of Israel would only be by the strong arm 
of the Almighty.  Even with these clear statements of Pharoah’s hardness of heart the Israelites grumbled 
when it happened.   
 
Here are a few guidelines for communication: 
 

1. Maybe someone needs a hearing aid!  Sounds kind of trivial but communication is lost because words 
are lost. 

2. Make sure you have heard accurately.  Moses wrote down God’s commandments.  The Prince of the 
Power of the Air can distort the words out of your mouth to my ears.  I may have heard something 
different than intended.  Writing down a final decision will go a long way to making sure everyone is 
on the same page.   

3. Keep short accounts.  Misunderstandings that have gone to seed make for exponentially more difficult 
communication.  If I have a chip on my shoulder, I probably will not hear what my beloved spouse is 
saying to me.  

4. 237 times in the ESV, the word “remember” is used.  While some usage is God remembering His 
promises.  Many times, it is an exhortation to resurrect some incident in the believer’s past.  
“Remember … your first love.”, Revelation 2:5.  Scripture makes a point of reminding us of life changing 
truth. 

5. Lack of faith or imagination can thwart hearing.  1 Corinthians 2:9 (ESV), “…What no eye has seen, nor 
ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him.”  It may be 
that we simply can’t believe a fact that is shared with us. 
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