
Plaid Ponderings: Wading into Troubled Waters 

We recently passed the 1 year anniversary of the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. His death followed a number of 

other high profile deaths throughout the nation that were perceived by many to be a product of racial discrimination. In 

the wake of Floyd’s death, there was rioting the likes of which has never been seen in our time. Claims are being made 

that there are systemic racial inequalities built into the fabric of our nation. One of the solutions offered to address this 

problem was something called Critical Race Theory, or CRT for short. 

CRT has been regularly making headlines. Some states are passing legislation to include it in their high school curriculums. 

Some government agencies have been including CRT training for their staff. Businesses are some of the most vocal 

advocates of this theory, and many are requiring trainings based around CRT. What is CRT exactly? Is this something that 

Christians should support? If not, how should Christians respond?  

At the Northmen June cluster meeting, we discussed a presentation by Pastor Voddie Baucham on CRT and its basic 

tenets. Most of the statements below are direct quotes from Pastor Baucham’s presentation, with some summarization 

for clarity and brevity. According to the leading works of CRT scholars and advocates, the main points of CRT are as 

follows: 

- Racism is structural and built into the law: Everything is racist and racism is a normal part of human existence. 

- Convergence Theory: Racism advances the interests of white elites materially and working class whites psychically, 

therefore they have no incentive to eradicate it. This means whites are incapable of righteous action on race and 

only undo racism when it benefits them. When their interests “converge” with the interests of people of color. 

- Anti-Liberalism: CRT questions the very foundations of the classical liberal order including equality theory, legal 

reasoning, enlightenment rationalism, and neutral principles of constitutional law. 

- Knowledge is socially constructed: There is no objective knowledge or truth. Truth is constructed by the hegemonic 

oppressing group in power in such a way as to keep the oppressing group in power and oppressing other groups. 

Storytelling and narrative reading is the way black people forward knowledge versus the science and reason 

method of white people. (https://youtu.be/xuSMvIVtd0A ) 

While the protests and riots we have seen over the last year point to challenges in our culture that must be addressed, I 

believe it should be clear from these four tenets that CRT is not an ideology or worldview that can be supported by 

Christians on any level. The idea that there is no objective truth alone disqualifies this theory from being something that 

can be used by or supported by Christians. Beyond these four points, it can be clearly demonstrated that CRT historically 

comes directly out of an atheistic worldview. (As has been demonstrated by figures such as James Lindsay and Michael 

O’Fallon) 

There are two encouragements that I would give to Christians today trying to determine how to respond to the challenges 

of our time. First, stand on God’s Word. Search the Scriptures for the answers and solutions for how to identify and 

address injustice in the world around you. Using tools developed by godless men to produce godless solutions, will not 

ultimately address injustice.  

Second, be a light in your community. After you have searched God’s Word to see what God identifies as just and unjust, 

apply those standards to your local community and address the injustices you see. We live in a social media world that is 

always focused on something, somewhere, other than here. Go to a school board meeting. Go to a city council meeting. 

Get involved in your local community and speak Gospel truth into what is happening on your street. You only have so 

many calories to give to a cause in a day. You only have 24 hours in a day to devote to a cause. The Good Samaritan 

stopped on the road for the man right in front of him. He didn’t send a check across the country and then go to bed 

feeling that he had done his good deed. Look up from your phone, and look across the street, and be salt and light in this 

world.  

 

Sincerely, A Plaid Pastor 
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