
 

 “Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 

in them, who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the 

oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.”  (Psalm 146:5-7) 

 

Billy Graham once said, “The greatest need in our world today is 

the need for hope. We thrive on hope, we rejoice in hope, we 

witness in hope, knowing that experience works hope.” 

 

Even though we continue to get “curves” and surprises thrown at us since the December update, our hope 

continues to be strong in Him.  Since Karen’s September 2, 2017 diagnosis of ovarian cancer, she has 

endured two full regiments of chemo, but to no avail.  She began her third regiment of chemo on 

December 3 and since then, she has had three more treatments on December 10, 24 and 31.  Ok, here is 

the surprise.  After these treatments, they did a CA125 (determines any cancerous activity) blood draw 

and it revealed that the number had jumped considerably.  What does that mean?  Simply, the cancer 

appears to be progressing in and around the liver.   

 

The plan at this point is to continue chemo treatments scheduled for January 14, 21 and then a PET (full 

body) scan on the week of January 28 or February 4.  If the cancer is stabilized, then they will finish out 

six more treatments and have another PET scan sometime in April.  If the cancer still shows progression, 

then they will stop the current protocol of chemo and begin something else right away. 

 

Even though this is not the news we were anticipating to see this month, we remain UNMOVED in the 

grace, power and hope of our almighty God.  Friends, you have the opportunity to carry our burden of 

adversity through praying, so you cannot stop. 

 

“The best we can hope for in this life is a knothole peek at the shining realities ahead. Yet a glimpse is 
enough. It’s enough to convince our hearts that whatever sufferings and sorrows currently assail us aren’t 
worthy of comparison to that which waits over the horizon.” -Joni Erickson Tada 
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