
When You Break It All Down, This Is What It’s All About 

“On Jan. 13, Pastor Ken was privileged to 

baptize his friend Charles Perlos Jr.  

Charles, who sold to Pastor and Lois 

what they have dubbed their 

Bittersweet Farm, was in advanced 

states of a cancer battle.  He readily 

affirmed his faith in Christ as Pastor and 

two men helped lower and raise him in 

the waters of baptism.  In an outcome he 

knew was imminent, Charles succumbed 

on Jan. 31 and ‘entered into the joy of 

the Lord.’” 

The church office received a note after the January 13 service.  “In the nine months I have been ‘attending’ Bethel, 

I have probably live-streamed more often than I have sat in the congregation, and it has meant a lot to me to be able 

to do that.  Many Sundays as I have participated with you, I’ve thought I should say thanks to those who make it 

possible, but I haven’t been good at follow-through.  Today was over the top.  The highlight of the day (sorry, Pastor 

Ken) was Charles’ smile when he came up out of the waters of baptism.  I was happy to have a front-row seat!  Thanks 

to everyone involved in this ministry.  May God bless you for your service to others.” 

******* 

At Bethel Church in Jackson, Michigan we have been trying to be faithful to the command of Jesus to 
make disciples with a four-step evangelistic strategy:  
 
1--Pray (how should we love them, Lord?)  
 
2--Love--love them the way God has led and gifted us to love them. At best this is a team effort.  
 
3--Invite. If we have a sense an invitation to an event or church would be fruitful, invite them.  
 
4--Gospel Conversation. When it is natural and appropriate involve them in a couple kinds of gospel 
conversation. One we call the "stand-up" Gospel conversation. This is the "over-the-back-fence" talk. The 
other is the "sit-down" gospel conversation. This is when you gain permission to talk about the Bible or 
the gospel or their needs and God.  
 
The leaders/elders did this for a while without talking about it. After we began to see some fruit we told 
the stories of what was happening. This seems to be catching on with others. A few weeks ago I was 
blessed to be able to baptize the man who I bought our house from. He was the first person I knew in 
town who did not know the Lord. We feel God led us to him, as a testimony to the people of what can 
happen when we pray, love, invite, and engage in gospel conversation. There is great joy in it and it 
thrills us to think of the difference it will make forever.  
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