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The days we are living in have caught every one of us by surprise. At the turn of the year, no one was giving any 

thought to a pandemic. When the pandemic first began, the concerns centered around the virus. People were 

wondering how many were going to die. Initial estimates were made in the millions. Yet now after two months, 

millions have not died. It has come to light that though this virus is very dangerous for some high risk people, overall 

the severity of this disease was substantially overestimated. Now, as many have been out of work for two months, 

the conversation has drifted in a different direction. People are beginning to speak more and more of freedom.  

Freedom to weigh the risks and benefits of their own lives and decide for themselves whether or not the risk of 

contracting COVID-19 is greater than the risk of their family going hungry. Churches are beginning to push back 

against government overreach and demands to keep their doors closed. Americans are starting to wonder, are we 

really a free people?  

There are a number of places where the Bible speaks of freedom, and what we quickly learn from those passages, 

is that freedom is found in one place. Freedom is found in Christ. In Galatians 5:1 we read, “For freedom Christ has 

set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Paul tells the Galatians that freedom 

is found in Christ, not in the Law. The law condemns a man. The law is a burden to man. No one but Christ was able 

to carry the weight of perfect obedience to God’s Law. Because of His sacrifice on Calvary, the right to stand before 

God is credited to our account. Because Christ took the penalty for our failures, we can be free through unity with 

Him.  

Jesus also speaks of freedom in John 8:34, 36, “Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 

practices sin is a slave to sin…So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” Here Jesus speaks of the freedom 

from slavery to sin, vice, and ignorance of truth. Jesus claims that freedom from sin can only be found in Him. Are 

these freedoms from the Law and sin described by Paul and Jesus, the freedom that people are crying for today? 

It has been said that the founders of these United States were principally concerned with freedom from unjust 

tyranny. We see this theme clearly in the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among 

these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

Though that definition is different from the Biblical definitions we have just looked at, these expressions of freedom 

are not unrelated. One founder, John Adams, famously wrote in 1798, “We have no government armed with power 

capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our constitution was made only for 

a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” John Adams believed that 

you could not have freedom from unjust tyranny, without the Biblical freedom found in Christ.  

As a Pastor, I have been greatly concerned with the handling of this crisis by our government, as well as the response 

of so many of my fellow citizens. People seem far too eager to give up their freedoms and become slaves, in 

exchange for empty promises of safety. It has reinforced what we already knew to be true, that our nation is in 

desperate need of revival. That our nation is in desperate need of turning to Christ in repentance and faith. This 

crisis has reinforced my call to be an ambassador of the Gospel. This crisis has reinforced my convictions that it is 

only in Christ that any freedom can be found. Will you join me in this fight? Will you join me in the battle to set our 

friends and neighbors free?  

Sincerely, 

A Plaid Pastor 

-by Pastor Josh Emmel, Faith Baptist Church, Kenmare, ND 

  

 


