
Biden Meets Republicans to Discuss Their Covid-19 Stimulus Plan 

GOP’s $618 billion plan is less than a third the cost of the president’s 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON—A group of Senate Republicans outlined their roughly $618 billion 

coronavirus-relief offer Monday, including a round of $1,000 direct checks for many 

adults, as Democrats began a process that would allow them to pass President 

Biden’s $1.9 trillion plan along party lines. 

 

The 10 Republican senators met with Mr. Biden Monday evening to discuss their 

proposal, which would provide $300 a week in enhanced federal unemployment 

benefits through June, versus the $400 a week through September in the Biden plan. 

The GOP proposal also outlines $20 billion each for child care and schools—both 

lower than the Biden proposal—as well as $50 billion for small-business relief and 

$160 billion for vaccines, testing and protective equipment, according to a summary 

released Monday morning. 

The proposal omits measures favored by many Democrats, such as aid for state and 

local governments and a plan to raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour. 

The meeting lasted roughly two hours, and Sen. Susan Collins (R., Maine) said the 

two sides explained their proposals further and agreed to keep talking. Nine 

senators joined in person, with Sen. Mike Rounds (R., S.D.) attending remotely. 

“It was a very good exchange of views. I wouldn’t say that we came together on a 

package tonight. No one expected that in a two-hour meeting,” Ms. Collins said 

outside the White House. 



After the meeting White House press secretary Jen Psaki said that Mr. Biden and the 

Republicans had a productive discussion but emphasized that the president wants 

to move quickly with a large aid plan. 

“While there were areas of agreement, the president also reiterated his view that 

Congress must respond boldly and urgently and noted many areas which the 

Republican senators’ proposal does not address,” Ms. Psaki said. 

With narrow control in the House and Senate, many Democrats are eager to pass 

provisions that were excluded from previous bipartisan relief efforts, and they have 

the power to do it. On Monday the top Democrats on Capitol Hill, House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer introduced a 

budget resolution that kicks off a process that would allow Democrats to write and 

pass the legislation with a simple majority in the Senate, instead of 60 votes. 

“It makes no sense to pinch pennies when so many Americans are struggling,” Mr. 

Schumer said Monday. 

Sen. Ron Wyden (D., Ore.), the incoming Finance Committee chairman, said the 

Republican proposal was too small and didn’t offer a long enough extension to 

unemployment benefits. 

Democrats would need to use a procedure called reconciliation to get a bill through 

Congress without having to rely on Republican votes, but such a move is limited to 

measures with budgetary impact. A bill with 10 Republican votes in the Senate could 

move faster and avoid some of the quirky constraints inherent in the reconciliation 

process. 

During the meeting at the White House, the Republican lawmakers took turns 

explaining the elements of their plan, with Sen. Bill Cassidy (R., La.) discussing 

school funding and Sen. Rob Portman (R., Ohio) focusing on unemployment 

insurance, among others, according to Mr. Cassidy. Many Republicans have balked at 

the size of Mr. Biden’s proposal. 



“It was a good meeting, nothing contentious, it was all kind of matter of fact,” Mr. 

Cassidy said of the discussion with Mr. Biden. Mr. Cassidy said the group discussed 

how passing a bipartisan proposal would be quicker than working through the 

reconciliation process. He said the group suggested passing a narrower bipartisan 

package before Democrats take on a larger bill through reconciliation. The White 

House has previously rejected the idea of splitting the aid bill. 

“He seems committed to try and get to a bipartisan deal, and he understands that 

the reconciliation process will delay some aspects of his plan,” Mr. Cassidy said of 

Mr. Biden. 

In her statement, Ms. Psaki said Mr. Biden “reiterated that while he is hopeful that 

the Rescue Plan can pass with bipartisan support, a reconciliation package is a path 

to achieve that end.” 

The group of Republicans proposes scaling back the $1,400 per person checks 

sought by Democrats to $1,000 per adult and $500 per dependent adult and child. 

The Republican plan would reduce the size of the checks for individuals making 

$40,000 a year or more and phase them out entirely when income reaches $50,000. 

Married couples with a joint annual income of $80,000 would see smaller checks, 

going to zero when income reaches $100,000. The plan didn’t specify the phaseout 

rules for households with children. 

The Biden proposal didn’t specify the income levels at which the checks would start 

shrinking, and officials said they were open to discussions on that. But the starting 

points—$1,400 per person from the Democrats and $1,000 per adult and $500 per 

dependent from the Republicans—are quite different. 

The proposals mean that a married couple with two children would receive up to 

$5,600 from the Democratic plan and $3,000 from the GOP alternative. The 

Republicans estimate their proposal for the checks would cost $220 billion, less than 

half the cost of the Democratic plan that the House passed in December. 



Republicans have called for a more targeted approach to this third round of checks. 

Democrats have argued that broad distribution is necessary to cover gaps in other 

federal programs and help people who may have cut back their hours to handle 

child-care responsibilities. 

Under the Democratic plan, assuming the same income thresholds as in December, 

84.3% of households would get the full payments while 8.4% would get partial 

payments, according to Kyle Pomerleau of the American Enterprise Institute. The 

Republican version, in addition to offering smaller payments, would reach fewer 

people. The full payment would go to 62.8% of households while 8.5% would get 

partial payments. 

The Congressional Budget Office projected on Monday that the U.S. economy will 

expand more rapidly in 2021 than officials projected in July, but it will take several 

years for the number of employed workers to return to its pre-pandemic peak. The 

CBO said the relief bill enacted in December will add about 1.5% to the level of gross 

domestic product this year and next. 

Democrats cited those employment projections as a reason to enact the full Biden 

plan as a way of accelerating that gain. But the report also suggested that the 

economy hadn’t suffered as much as many had thought, fueling Republican calls to 

shrink the $1.9 trillion package. 

The new relief plan will need unanimous Democratic support in the Senate to pass. 

Some Democrats from red states have questioned the size of Mr. Biden’s plan. And 

the first test of their ability to stick together will come this week when the House 

and Senate vote on the first step of the reconciliation process. 

Sen. Jon Tester (D., Mont.) said he would like to see changes to Mr. Biden’s plan, 

though he added he would likely come around to supporting it. 

“But push comes to shove, and it doesn’t get changed, I’ll vote for the $1.9,” Mr. 

Tester said. 



Sen. Joe Manchin, a Democrat in the solid red state of West Virginia, is another key 

vote and has privately said Mr. Biden’s plan is too large. But on Monday, Jim Justice, 

the Republican governor of West Virginia, said Congress shouldn’t be shy about 

spending money on relief. 

“If we actually throw away some money right now, so what? We have really got to 

move and get people taken care of and get people back on balance,” Mr. Justice said 

on CNN. 

The Republican plan drops Mr. Biden’s proposal for an increase in the child tax 

credit. That plan would increase the $2,000 per child tax credit to $3,000 a year or 

$3,600 for children under 6. It would also make the full credit available to the 

lowest-income households. Democrats have called the proposal an important step 

toward reducing child poverty. 

The GOP plan also offers a smaller extension of unemployment insurance. Instead of 

offering $400 a week through September with the potential for additional aid as 

economic conditions warrant, the Republicans propose $300 a week through June. 

 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/republicans-propose-618-billion-covid-relief-plan-11612188851?mod=djemalertNEWS 


