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Kamloops Chamber ED appointed to Council of Excellence 
 
Kamloops, BC – The Kamloops Chamber of Commerce board of directors is proud to announce 
that their Executive Director Deb McClelland was appointed to the Council of Excellence by the 
Chamber of Commerce Executives of Canada (CCEC) this past week. 
 
Background 
The Council of Excellence is awarded to a current or retired Chamber of Commerce Executive to 
recognize long time outstanding service to the Chamber of Commerce/Board of Trade movement 
in Canada and for their contribution to CCEC and other professional development associations. 
Appointments are made by current Council of Excellence recipients and only six individuals have 
been appointed since the year 2000. 
 
At a gala event in Thunder Bay, the President of CCEC announced the appointment.  In attendance 
were McClelland’s peers from across the country, Provincial CEOs and the President & CEO of the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Accomplishments 
Among her recent accomplishments:  

• McClelland’s vision led to the Accredited Chamber Executive program which was launched 
at the CCEC conference this past week.   

• Deb travels her province, sharing experience and expertise on her favourite topic of board 
governance and more recently has expanded to share that knowledge with colleagues 
across Canada.   

• She also is currently involved in a comprehensive review of the Boards of Trade Act with 
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and Corporations Canada. 

 
McClelland was lauded for her hands-on contributions to the development of the chamber 
network.  She served as President of the BC Chamber Executives (BCCE) board; director of the BC 
Chamber of Commerce board; President of the CCEC board and director on the Canadian Chamber 
of Commerce board.  She chaired several committees during her tenure with CCEC and BCCE and 
continues to serve on committees and task forces for the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and 
CCEC. 
 
McClelland is known as the driving force behind the successes that her chamber has achieved.  
During her tenure, the Kamloops Chamber has been built into a policy-building powerhouse; 
transformed the Business Excellence Awards program to a prestigious annual gala; relocated and 
rebranded the chamber and continuously strives to raise the bar with innovative new programs. 
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Quotes 
John Hopkins, President of the board for Chamber of Commerce Executives of Canada: 
“Deb is a positive, professional, tenacious, results-oriented leader, mentor and friend.” 
 
Val Litwin, President and CEO of the British Columbia Chamber of Commerce: 
“Deb hasn’t just been elevating her own chamber and community – she has been lifting the entire 
provincial network in British Columbia for years.”   

 
Joshua Knaak, President of the Board of Directors, Kamloops Chamber of Commerce: 
“Deb has been a driving force in establishing the Kamloops Chamber as one of the most well-
respected Chambers in the country.” 
 
Deb McClelland, Executive Director of the Kamloops Chamber of Commerce: 
“My Dad always taught me to surround myself with those who are smarter than myself and will lift 
me up.  That is what my colleagues at CCEC are to me as well as my team at home – my husband 
who is my number one fan; my board of directors, who support what I get to do; and my incredible 
staff who are the real champions.” 
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