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HOUSING KITSAP GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR NEW AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP 

Port Orchard, WA – Housing Kitsap will begin a new chapter for its affordable housing development 
book this week with a formal groundbreaking ceremony Sherman Ridge.  This project will be part of the 
affordable homeownership program, Mutual Self-Help Housing, where their homebuyers build their 
own homes. There will be light refreshments and gold shovels for photo opportunities on Thursday July 
12, 2018 at 10:00AM at 128 W Melcher Street in Port Orchard, at this new neighborhood.  

The 27-lot neighborhood will be ready for new homebuyers to start building in late Summer 2019. It will 
be the first Housing Kitsap-developed Self-Help neighborhood since Austerbruin in Poulsbo in 1996. 

“This is a really exciting time for Housing Kitsap. We are developing new housing throughout Kitsap 
County offering even more places for residents to live affordably.” said Housing Kitsap Executive 
Director Stuart Grogan. “The homeownership program we have is such a wonderful addition to the 
community for those who are ready to take their housing solution into their own hands, but are 
currently burdened by the high cost of homes in Kitsap County. Once our buyer/builders move into their 
homes, most of our homebuyers have much lower mortgage payments then they were paying in rent. 
So, they can be even more self-sufficient becoming sustaining members of the local economy, 
community and their neighborhoods.” 

The neighborhood will consist of one-story and some two-story floorplans that will have two, three or 
four bedrooms. The architect, Berry Keenan, is in the beginning stages of updating Housing Kitsap’s 
current floorplan selection to ensure an even more modern look, a wide variety of floorplans to choose 
from and other updates to build a sustainable, affordable neighborhood. 

This unique and rewarding program offers income eligible applicants the opportunity to own their own 
home by participating in groups of 8-12 households who build their homes with one another with help 
and guidance from Housing Kitsap. Anyone eligible for the program can qualify to build their own home 
– individuals, single parents and large families, regardless of ability or experience. 

This neighborhood is meant to serve an income population at or below 80% of Area Median Income 
(AMI). For example, the eligible AMI for a family of four is a household earning approximately $66,100 
combined gross income per year, or less. That is earnings of between $15-$25 per hour for a full-time 
sole-earner. “People in this income group have a hard time finding housing. Sherman Heights will help 
meet the need in a time when they may not be able to compete in the open market.” says Grogan. This 
program stays affordable for Kitsap’s average working-class earners due to the generous work and 
commitment of USDA Rural Development and Community Frameworks as our dedicated partners.  

Dedicated to energy efficiency and environmental friendliness, Housing Kitsap continues to improve the 
floorplans they offer, which, as a bonus, lowers homeownership costs even further. Homes meet Kitsap 
Built Green Program® standards with a high level of energy efficiency by implementing efficient space 
and water heating, advanced framing techniques, high value insulation, high performance windows and 



other techniques combined with air leakage testing and sealing. These features allow for better air 
quality and lower energy and water costs for homeowners. 

While Housing Kitsap is already accepting applications for Sherman Heights, they also have a few lots 
left in their currently developing neighborhoods, Prosperity Place in Port Orchard and Maple Lane in 
Kingston. They plan to form new build groups to finish those neighborhoods late 2018 and early 2019. 
All of Housing Kitsap’s programs and services are equal housing opportunities.  

Call (360) 535-6139 or email marketing@housingkitsap.org for more information on how to get involved 
in the program, as an applicant or as a volunteer builder.  
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