St. Anthony Catholic Church
Florence, South Carolina

OUR HISTORY
A year before Florence became a township, the Catholic Church in
the Pee Dee had its beginnings. The first Mass was celebrated in a
small frame house on West Cheves Street. From these humble
origins, St. Anthony Parish eventually came to be.
Over the years, the parish changed greatly, and St. Anthony Parish
had its first permanent home in 1884 in a small wooden chapel. The
parish grew along with the city of Florence, however, and the chapel
became inadequate to meet the needs of the congregation. A new
church, which would eventually become a Florence landmark, was
built in 1917. St. Anthony Parish School was opened in 1956, and
the parish community continued to flourish.
In 1970, fire destroyed the church building, and the parish was
without a permanent home for two and a half years, until a new site
was chosen for the church and school on Hoffmeyer Road. This
location serves as our parish home today, and through the leadership
of far-sighted pastors over the years, St. Anthony has grown to over
600 faithful families who are committed to following Jesus Christ
through prayer and the Sacraments.

OUR VISION
Jesus meant for His Church to continue His ministry until the end of
time. Through us, He wants us to teach His good news, offer the
joy of His forgiveness, and bring His healing and comfort to those in
need. As such, St. Anthony has an important role in providing our
community with a place to achieve spiritual salvation, Eucharistic
adoration, and a foundation to learn the teachings of Jesus Christ.
To continue our devotion to God's mission, we must provide beautiful facilities worthy of Jesus Christ that are also capable of
catering to community. As part of this vision, we recognize that our
parishioners rely on us to provide a welcoming Church that is efficient and comfortable. We must invest in rejuvenating and renovating our current facilities, including our school, to ensure the sustainability and viability of St. Anthony for years to come.
These efforts in promoting the well-being of the community will be
a true testament to our ability to evangelize our brothers and sisters
in Christ.

OUR CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Despite the many global hardships that we felt in 2020, it was still a year
of prosperity for the Diocese of Charleston. In celebration of the Diocese
turning 200 years old last year, it embarked on an unprecedented,
comprehensive campaign - the Bicentennial Campaign - to fulfill its
mission in the communities it serves.
The Bicentennial Campaign is an extraordinary effort designed to
strengthen our existing Diocesan programs, parishes, and missions,
while taking strides toward sustaining our Diocese into the next century.
Bishop Guglielmone is dedicated to strengthening parish communities
and ensuring the continued formation of our Catholic family and ministry
to all South Carolinians, thus all parishes and missions in our state have
participated in this effort since 2018.
Our parish's original timeline of participation in this campaign was
disrupted by the pandemic. Funds raised through the Bicentennial
Campaign will be split 50% to St. Anthony and 50% to the Catholic
Community Foundation of South Carolina, a newly-established non-profit
focused on investing in Catholic programs, schools, and ministries across
our state.

OUR NEED
St. Anthony has been blessed with a very generous parish family that has sacrificed their time, talent, and treasure for the future of our parish. Our previous capital campaign, aimed at conducting much-needed expansion projects, brought our
community together and laid the groundwork for a new era of our parish and
school.
Now, in this time of need for St. Anthony, we recognize that the Bicentennial Campaignwill enable us to ensure our parish and school remain viable and sustainable
for years to come. We owe an unwavering commitment to carrying out this effort
with efficiency and accountability to our children and future Catholics who will
enjoy the spiritual and educational activities in our rejuvenated space.
Our Bicentennial Campaign target is to raise $600,000 from our parish family. This
will provide us at least$300,000 for the following needs:
• Repairing portions of our school's roof;
• Eliminating the mold in the rectory;
• Upgrading the lighting around our campus;
• Various other small improvement projects.
These funds will also enable us to address various operational costs as they arise.

"Planted in the House of the LORD, they shall flourish in the courts of our God.
They shall bear fruit even in old age, they will stay fresh and green."
Psalm 92: 14 - 15

