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From the President
A family in a small close-knit community was
routed from their home by a fire. The members
of their local congregation decided to get
together and pray for them and their needs. In
the midst of the quiet prayer time, a knock came
at the door. As the door opened, a small boy
entered the room pulling a wagon filled with
food and clothing. “My parents couldn’t come to
the prayer meeting,” he said, “so they sent their
prayers in a wagon.”
United Methodist Women is an organization
devoted to faith, hope and love in action! We
not only pray for the needs of women, children
and youth throughout the world but we “send
our prayers in a wagon” as we work for justice
and freedom.

Many local units spend hours organizing fund
raising events in order to support the pledge
they have made to missions. Women pledge
from their own financial resources to help those
who may not enjoy the same standard of living.
Circles study and read resources from the
Reading Program in order to educate
themselves concerning the issues that confront
the marginalized and welcome issues of
response magazine to learn how to meet the

many needs confronting our world.
Our organization is at a crucial time in our
history. Local units are finding it necessary to
close due to the age or health of participants.
The pandemic has limited financial resources to
support its many outreach programs. But as
Ainise Isama’u, president of National United
Methodist Women stated in the JanuaryFebruary, 2021 issue of response magazine, “I
believe that we are called to stand in our faith,
to grow in knowledge and be motivated by the
world’s need for women to be in mission for
women, children and youth. God calls and we
answer. We speak up and show up. We learn
more about God’s love the more we work
together. United Methodist Women members
accept God’s invitation to be part of God’s work
for the transformation of the world. I can’t wait
to get started.”
Let’s all build on that excitement as we dust off
our wagons and fill them with our prayer, our
love and our action!
KATHIE CLEMENZ | CONF. PRESIDENT
kkclenz@sbcglobal.net | 317-991-5671

Thank You!
As I enter my second week of recovery from hip replacement surgery, I want to thank all those
whose prayers, cards and expressions of concern strengthened me for this part of my journey.
Knowing that your prayers were covering me was a great comfort. As I slowly regain my strength
and work through the therapy assigned by the surgeon, I want to thank all those on the Conference
Leadership Team who have picked up the slack as I recuperate. You are a great group women!
Love, Kathie
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From the Vice President
Greetings Sisters!

By the time you read this greeting, I pray we are well on our way to spring and its promise of warmer
weather, colorful flowers, and green grass! However, as I type, the temps outside are cold and the
snow is deep here in west central Indiana. I find so much beauty in nature, and I still find beauty in
the winter snow in the trees and on the landscape so long as I’m gazing at it through my window
from the warmth of my home!
I don’t know about you, but this winter has felt more isolating than usual for me. At this point, it’s
been nearly a year of adjustments and one of the many things I miss from “before COVID” is the
fellowship I experience through corporate worship. Like many, I have not been inside a church for
nearly a year, and this past year has been anything but a normal year. I must admit that when I am
not getting up on Sunday morning to go to church, I have lost the discipline to practice my worship
habits on a regular basis. With today being Ash Wednesday, maybe that’s why it’s even more on
my heart as I write this newsletter greeting to you.
We all go through “desert seasons”—times when we feel the spiritual solitude of being separated
from God. This year’s season of Lent seems even more significant to me in that respect. I am
using this time to recommit myself to practices that deepen my relationships with God. I know what
the missing element in the connection equation has been (me) and I have been feeling that nudge to
reestablish the spiritual practices that I’ve not been so disciplined to maintain during the pandemic.
A familiar song comes to mind when I consider this desire to reconnect. I bet you’re familiar with the
tune As the Deer too.
As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after Thee.
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship Thee.
You alone are my Strength ,my Shield.
To You alone may my spirit yield.
If you are feeling a similar urge, I pray you find time to either start or re-start the practices you find
bring you closer to God. For me, it will be during Lent, but it can certainly be any time. In fact, I
expect all of us have experienced the desert! Take time to listen for that still small voice Elijah
heard. That still small voice is also sometimes referred to as a gentle whisper. In the busy-ness
and distraction of our lives, it takes effort, intention, and discipline for us to be ready to notice it.
Ladies, we made it into 2021! No doubt, we are going to continue to be stretched so we can fulfill
our UMW Purpose. Let’s get reconnected and poise ourselves to listen. Let’s do it as a community
of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of the church….we know where our strength comes
from. Let’s listen and be ready!
FELICIA STEWART | VICE-PRESIDENT
umwin@inumc.org | 317-341-2053
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From the Secretary
Another Devotion That Spoke To Me (It Jumped
Right Out To Me)
Thank you to all who submitted your unit
information for the UMW directory. I want to give
a great BIG thank you to Barb McCoy (and her
team) for all of their hard work again this year.

I found this devotion in a devotional collection,
Our Daily Bread. It seemed particularly timely to
me for so many reasons. I receive prayer
requests in my e-mail most days from a couple
of prayer chains. Plus, most importantly, I am
not sure I would have survived this past year
without prayer. I could literally feel the prayers
of my church family sustaining me through the
death of my mother.
Crying Out to God
Read: Psalm 142.

By prayer and supplication…let your requests be
made known to God. –Philippians 4:6
After all these years I still don’t fully understand
prayer. It’s something of a mystery to me. But
one thing I know; when we’re in desperate need,
prayer springs naturally from our lips and from
the deepest level of our hearts.
When we’re frightened out of our wits, when
we’re pushed beyond our limits, when we’re
pulled out of our comfort zones, when our wellbeing is challenged and endangered, we
reflexively and involuntarily resort to prayer.
“Help, Lord!” is our natural cry.

Author Eugene Peterson wrote: “The language
of prayer is forged in the crucible of trouble.
When we can’t help ourselves and call for help,
when we don’t like where we are and want out,
when we don’t like who we are and want a
change, we use primal language, and this
language becomes the root language of prayer.”

Prayer begins in trouble, and it continues
because we’re always in trouble at some level.
It requires no special preparation, no precise
vocabulary, no appropriate posture. It springs
from us in the face of necessity and, in time,
becomes our habitual response magazine to
every issue—good and bad—we face in this life
(Philippians 4:6). What a privilege it is to carry
everything to God in prayer! –David Roper
What a Friend we have in Jesus,

All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer. –Scriven
Gods help is only a prayer away.

God understands your fears, your anxieties. So
tell Him about them and then rest in Him as you
leave your worries with him.
TRISHA STANEART | SECRETARY
tstaneart@frontier.com | 317-867-2277 (home)
317-430-4490 (cell, preferred)

"If you believe in a God who controls the big things, you have to believe in a God who controls
the little things. It is we, of course, to whom things look 'little' or 'big'." ~Elisabeth Elliot

Page
Page31
https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/unIted-methodIst-women/

Treasurer Report ~ 2020 Giving Results

Central
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$1,879

Youth & Young
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Scholarships
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East
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$638
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$9,840

$2,309
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$745

South
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Southeast

$25,561
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$-
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Southwest
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$879

$902
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West

$13,852

$1,277

$4,165

$200

$523

$232

District

Mission Giving

Other Giving

Lucille Raines

Lucille Raines
Special

Mission u

Our conference met 78.74% of the 2020 Pledge to Mission. Our 2020 pledge was unchanged from
2019 or $310,000 and we provided $244,084. Thank you all for your part in contributing to United
Methodist Women mission giving, conference missions, designated gifts and other giving.
JACKI MOORE | TREASURER
jacqueh6@yahoo.com | 317-413-3927

Indiana in response magazine!
Indiana Conference United Methodist Women is well represented in the January-February, 2021
edition of response magazine! The new Circle at Warsaw First UMC in Warsaw, IN, is highlighted
in the Bright Lights section of the publication where Maureen Mauzy is featured in a picture with the
president and spiritual growth mission coordinator of the Deborah Circle.
Also, our own Krishna Heyward’s picture is among those of the 2020-2024 Board of Directors.
We have much for which to be proud as we show what United Methodist Women of Indiana are all
about!
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Spiritual Growth
Dear Friends,

My calendar says that Spring comes in less than four weeks! YEA! Are you ready yet?
United Methodist Women will be holding a Spring Spiritual Growth Retreat on Saturday, April 10,
from 10 AM to noon and this event will be virtual. Everyone is welcome to attend! There will be no
advance registration and everyone with a current email address will receive information on how to
access the Zoom meeting. When you receive the information, please share it - and your computer
screen - with others in your unit. I am sorry to say that I don’t have the name of the presenter or the
program yet. That is still in the works. As soon as we have that information, we’ll send it out via
Constant Contact. Please save the date and join us in April!
While sorting through a box of papers, I found the following and want to share it with you. I have no
idea who wrote this or where I found it.

Well Language -Think decisively: live on purpose
My purpose is the “why” God created me
Get involved in a cause greater than yourself
It is not who you are, but who you are willing to become
I will take purpose and persistence wherever I go
Competence needs courage and confidence to perform
There is a reason for my being! I will live on purpose
I will decide not to make excuses!
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”
Hugs & Blessings!
BARBARA KING | SPIRITUAL GROWTH
kenbarb1969@yahoo.com | 317-619-2076

Opportunities for Spiritual Growth
20th century social activist and Catholic worker Dorothy Day brings to question how we revolutionize
the world around us. Like her and many of our foremothers, we strive to answer Day's question of
revolution – and many of us have found that the work for change does, in fact, "start with each one
of us." Spiritual growth has been a long-held part of the work of United Methodist Women and is an
expression of our personal and communal commitments to see Christ in the world.
Spiritual growth is an act of engagement. It is not static or stagnant; it moves, is pushed against,
molded and shaped in our hands and hearts! The revolution in the world begins with a revolution
within us.
Are you ready for the journey?
~United Methodist Women Website - - United Methodist Women - Spiritual Growth
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Membership Nurture and Outreach
Do you know what time it is for all UMW
members? It’s Census time (now known as Unit
Survey time)!
For those of you who have completed your
survey online and sent it to National already –
thank you! To the rest of us, let’s get going!
The national UMW office has renamed the
census to Unit Survey this year for a reason. It is
their wish to draw a better understanding of local
units from the different questions each year. This
will assist in planning events, studies, etc. in the
years ahead. The link for the Unit Survey can be
found on the UMW website:

United Methodist Women - United Methodist
Women
It will appear on the main page in its
own box . Click on it and it will take
you to the survey to get started. If
your unit is unable to access the
internet, PLEASE notify your district MNO
coordinator and / or district President. They will
be able to send you a paper copy to fill out and
return to them to enter info for you. It is very
important to have ALL units respond to get
accurate information. The survey is due to

National UMW office no later than March 30th.
To everyone completing the survey, they have
added a new helpful feature to make sure it was
received. When you finish the report you will
receive a “thank you” page. If you do not receive
this page then you have missed something. Go
back to review. (All boxes with an asterisk (*)
must be completed.) If you have any questions,
contact your district officers or me.
There will come a time when we will not be
reporting numbers on the survey. National is
working on updating the “myumw” site online
(unitedmethodistwomen.org). We ask every
member to sign up online to be counted as a
member. This is a big undertaking so please
help each other to complete this. Once again, for
those without internet access, please reach out
to other units. We are in this together!! In the
future this will give everyone an opportunity to
receive information straight from National.
Praying for better communications!
Stay safe and healthy!
BARB BUGHER | MNO COORDINATOR
bbugherumw@aol.com | 765-452-4620

We Have Much to Share
Send your local, district or conference story to share with other United Methodist Women. Your
article, reflection or prayer could end up on the web site, the quarterly UMW Newsletter or
in response magazine!
We have much to do and much to share! Read - Copy - Share the information in this newsletter.
Mark your calendars, invite a friend or new person and join your United Methodist Women sisters at
local, district, and conference gatherings. You’ll be glad you did!

BONNIE ELAM | COMMUNICATION COORDINATOR
blelam21@gmail.com | 260-341-1987
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Committee on Nominations
Hey YOU Yes YOU!!
The Conference Committee on Nominations is looking for a few gals willing to step out of their
comfort zone and try something interesting and very rewarding! You would be a part of the
Leadership Team at the conference level. Each officer has a variety of responsibilities but God
doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called! Do you feel God nudging you to try something new
and different? You will receive training and also be part of an awesome team to help you along the
way. AND, you are paid mileage plus registration for any events you need to attend as part of your
office such as Mission u, The Annual Celebration, spiritual retreats and trainings.
Questions Do I need to be a local officer? No
Do I need to have been a district officer? No
Do I need to be a member of a local unit or district member? Yes

In this newsletter is a talent bank form. Please fill one out and send to:
Jeanie Estep, 1827 S. 445 E., LaGrange, IN 46761. We would appreciate it if you would share this
form and information with others you know who would like the experience of being a conference
officer or serve on the committee on nominations.

JEANIE ESTEP | CHAIR COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
jparkestep@gmail.com | 260-463-1197

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”
~Anne Frank

Faith Talks are monthly conversations
with United Methodist Women hosted by
Jennifer R Farmer, Spotlight PR.
Each conversation explores themes and
resources that empower us to put faith,
hope and love into action.

Register on the UMW website for new Faith Talks or listen to Talks from the past.
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Social Action ~ Opportunities to Connect
-Register to participate in UMW's Climate Justice
Federal Legislative Day on April 14th to urge
Congress to make climate justice a priority.
According to Genesis 2:15 we are to take care of
our earth. Please contact your legislators so that
we are taking care and not polluting our
environment. Especially support bills protecting
water resources from coal ash contamination.
Indiana ranks 39th out of all of the states for air
and water quality, 49th in pollution, and 50th
because we have the most coal ash ponds. Our
water has been contaminated by coal ash and
companies are not being forced to dispose of the
toxic heavy metals in a safe manner that would
not contaminate Lake Michigan, our rivers, and
groundwater. SUPPORT SB 367 and HB 1469.
For understanding of other bills concerning our
environment please go to: www.hecweb.org
Join us for Just Energy for All 101 on Feb 22nd,
March 8th, and March 22nd to learn more about
the why, what, and how of advancing just energy
for all.
-Encourage a young BIPOC woman to apply for
the Faithful Climate Action Fellowship by
Monday, Feb 22nd.
-Sign UMW's letter urging Congress to pass a
national moratorium on water, power, and
internet shutoffs and prioritize people-focused
federal relief during the COVID-19 pandemic.
-Sign up to receive climate justice updates from
United Methodist Women.
-And don't forget to join us on March 17th at 3
p.m. ET for our next monthly Just Energy for All
Strategy and Capacity Building Session, which
will be a training for UMW's Climate Justice
Federal Legislative Day.
Reach out to
climatejustice@unitedmethodistwomen.org
if you have any questions!

Prison and Racial Justice Concerns –
In Matthew 25:44 we are asked if we minister to
those in prison? Because of the pandemic we
are unable to visit those incarcerated, but we are
still able to help them.
A. Please contact state senators to request
SUPPORT SENATE BILL -""SB368"".
By the time you have received this newsletter the
bill may have passed its 3rd reading and has
been switched to the representatives in the
house for their vote. In that case, contact your
state representative to support SB368.
These three issues are critical for children:
1. “Removal of children from adult jails” while
awaiting trial
2. Juvenile Competency to Stand Trial, so
children with mental illness, disabilities or just
too young, do not enter the juvenile justice
system.
3. Automatic Expungement of juvenile
misdemeanor records so that collateral
consequences do not follow children, placing
barriers to education, employment, joining the
military, housing, and other essential aspects
of life.
B. Contact Gov. Holcomb to release individuals
who are incarcerated with just a couple of
months from their release. This will help reduce
the number of coronavirus cases in close
quarters which have high contagious rates. This
will help reduce the rate of infected inmates and
the employees who would transmit the
coronavirus to the local communities.
By Phone: 317-232-4567. By Mail: Office of
the Governor, Statehouse, Indianapolis, IN
46204-2797, or send the Governor an Email:
https://www.in.gov/gov/2752.htm
CAROL TILLER-LUCHTMAN | SOCIAL ACTION
csa5305@gmail.com | 317-313-9376
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And God is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly
in every good work. II Corinthians 9:8
I have been watching three deer foraging for
food as I look out a window on the back side of
my house. Along with the deer are various types
of birds doing the same thing.
Is it not
marvelous how God looks after these gentle
creatures and flying wonders? God is a provider
and when we put our faith in God, God becomes
our provider. The past year has been difficult for
everyone, but those of us who trust God have
found God to be faithful. I am amazed at how
well God has taken care of the Lucille Raines
Residence and the residents and staff.
The Board of Directors has worked to provide
encouragement for the residents even though
we could not do some of the regular things we
do each year such as Raines Fest. We are
grateful that many UMW Units, Churches and
individuals have provided support for this
ministry even though they were all dealing with
their own challenges. It was a wonderful gift that
we were able to replace the air conditioning
system and fully pay the bill. This is just one
example of how God continues to provide for
Raines even in difficult times.
The provision from God comes through believers
in Jesus Christ who are willing to be channels of
God’s grace and share the responsibility for
continuing this much needed ministry. We know

that addiction continues to be a serious problem
for many people and their families. Lucille
Raines Residence exists because God put it into
the hearts of United Methodist Women to help
people burdened by addiction. The need for our
ministry will continue for a long time and so we
need to continue to do our best to help those
with addictions succeed with their recovery. We
can only do that as long as our UMW Units,
Churches and individuals commit to helping this
ministry continue and grow. We are grateful that
the UMW has chosen to raise the asking per
member to $12 a person.
God is our provider and will always see that we
have what we need and God will provide us with
more than we need when are willing to be a
channel of God’s grace to others.
Please
continue to pray for the ministry of the Lucille
Raines Residence, the residents and staff. Pray
for direction in how God would have you assist
the ministry at Raines.
We look forward to the time when we may again
resume TTLs (Talk, Tour and Lunch) to give you
an opportunity to visit and learn about Raines in
person. There is a video available for viewing on
the UMW and Raines web sites.
In Gratitude to God,
Rev. Paula Young Mayberry |
President of Lucille Raines Board of Directors
pmaybe7042@aol.com | 765-386-5515

“Sometimes the smallest step in the right direction ends up being the biggest step of your life.
Tiptoe if you must, but take a step.” ~Naeem Callaway
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What’s New With E & I
Greetings to the Local and District Coordinators of Education and Interpretation and UMW
members,
I am the new Co-ordinator for E & I for the Indiana Conference. I live in Franklin, am a Volunteer in
Mission at McCurdy Ministries Community Center in NM (NMI), co-chair of the Missions Committee
at Grace UMC (Franklin), mother of two, grandmother of eight, and have been involved in United
Methodist Women since the late 1960's. I am currently serving as the local UMW president.

Have you wondered where your Mission Giving dollars go once they leave your hand? Your local
treasurer sends your gift to the District which is sent on to the Conference and then to National
United Methodist Women. One of my jobs is to help you know where it goes after that.
There are five channels of undesignated, unrestricted annual Mission Giving. These five channels
are your Pledge to Mission, Special Mission Recognition, A Gift to Mission, A Gift in Memory, and
World Thank Offerings. A pamphlet is enclosed in this newsletter that explains these areas.
In the 2021 Prayer Calendar on pages 191-193, National Mission Institutions (NMI) are listed. You
help support these through your gifts to Mission Giving.
In the “Give” section of response magazine, there are many stories of how our Mission Giving is
helping women, children, and youth. You can subscribe to this magazine on your own or your unit
can subscribe so it can be shared with your members. Reading the response magazine is one part
of the Reading Program.
In the September/October response magazine on page 21, learn about the support of missionaries
and deaconesses. On page 23, read about the eight Regional Missionaries who are supported by
UMW's Mission Giving.

Save the Date – March 23, 2021 – Day of Giving
All donations on this date will be gifts for the Legacy Fund to support women, children, and
youth around the world for the next 150 years.
Other forms enclosed are:

2021 Mission Today - Use it to plan your programs for this year.
2021 Youth & Young Adult Service Scholarship
MARTHA MILHOUSE | E & I COORDINATOR
mdmilhouse@gmail.com | 812-372-2062

Oops! We Missed One!

Congratulations St. Mark’s Bloomington, Southeast District, for achieving Gold status
for Mission Today 2020.
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READ, THINK, LEAD!
Now is the time for the districts to recognize and
congratulate their local readers for completing a
2020 Reading Program Plan! Local units need
to send your list of readers from 2020 to your
District Secretary of Program Resources (SPR),
if you have not yet done so.
We encourage you to continue reading in the
coming year and sharing with others what you
learn and how you grow!
The 2021-2022
Reading Program information is all explained on
the UMW website (Download the ‘2021 Reading
Program Catalog’ to get all the information). The
main difference is that you have Two years to
read the books, 2021 and 2022. And there are
many great books still to be read from the
booklists from the previous six years. You can
also still go back to those lists and print them
from the website.

Be sure to check out the books for children and
youth. You can read these as part of your plan
and they are great to use for sharing as a
devotion or lesson. One such book is Cinderella
Liberator, by Rebecca Solnit. I think you will
enjoy reading this one from the new list.

☺

Another change for this year is the UMW
online Podcasts count as books if you listen to
three.

Three podcasts = Two books. On page seven
of the 2021 Reading Program booklet you’ll find
this: "Listen to three Faith Talks podcasts and
the trio will count as two books in the category
Spiritual Growth." How about that?!!
Again, for 2021–2022 Reading Program, the
current mission studies count as BONUS
BOOKS. They are:
1- Rise!: From Caged Bird to Poet of the
People, Maya Angelou by Bethany Hegedus
counts as two books in the category Leadership
Development.

2- Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls
in Schools by Monique W. Morris (as well as the
Leader’s Guide by Vanessa M. Wilson) counts
as two books in the category Social Action.
3- Women United for Change: 150Years in
Mission by Ellen Blue counts as two books in the
category Nurturing for Community.
4- Finding Peace in an Anxious World edited
by Erin James-Brown counts as two books in the
category Spiritual Growth.
If you need copies of #2 or #3, please send a
check, payable to “UMW of IN Mission u“, for
$12 each to Barb McCoy, 1025 Brandon Way,
Fort Wayne 46845-2390 or Denise Geller, 9034
Butt Rd., Fort Wayne 46818-9433, and we will
send them to you.
We want to recognize the following list of readers
for completing a reading plan in 2019. They were
accidentally omitted from the Mission Newsletter
of November 2020. We still congratulate them
and encourage them to continue reading and
sharing what they learn.

Central District - Avon UMW:
 Kyle DeWeese
 Betty Vogel
 Peggy McCoy

 Norma Little
 Kathy Haviza
 Patsy Fleener

Reminder to district SPRs: Collect all the local
reader lists from your district and send to me in
March. All that is needed - just the unit name,
reader names, and plan completed in 2020.
DENISE GELLER | PROGRAM RESOURCES
denisesg49@gmail.com | 260-625-4786
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The Legacy Fund Update- February 2021
We begin a New Year with the difficulty encountered by the world’s most vulnerable population of
women, children, youth encumbered by the challenges emanating from the pandemic. United
Methodist Women must have access to financial resources to deepen and expand its mission and
transform lives and ignite changes in places near and far.
With an additional $25 million dollars to raise, fundraising, promotion, and giving to The Legacy
Endowment Fund must continue beyond 2020 as we had planned. Some ways to give would be
securing Major Gifts, (making a gift/pledge of $ 1,000.00 or more), Planned Gift/1869 Society,
designing United Methodist Women/Legacy Fund as beneficiary in your will, life insurance policy or
retirement fund, become a Legacy Builder by making a monthly gift of $18.69 or more and
continuing to support The Fund through your Conference Giving. With continued support directed
through these giving channels, we can reach and surpass the $ 60 million dollar goal.
On March 23, 2021 we will be celebrating Day of Giving; an important milestone that lifts our
founder, our history, and the social justice work of United Methodist Women. This year in
commemorating United Methodist Women’s 152nd Birthday, a six hour Facebook live event will be
scheduled which highlights the transformative work and impact United Methodist Women continues
to have in the World. Please stay tuned! Information about this exciting new event will be
forthcoming.
Please continue to promote and support the Legacy Endowment Fund in your local organization and
District. Give me a call if you have questions and/or concerns.
TOGETHER WE ARE BUILDING OUR LEGACY.
RITA GAITHER-GANT| LIAISON CHAIR
gaitrgantm@aol.com | 317-549-3574

Voices from the Field
“Hope Amidst the Pandemic”
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. ET virtual via Zoom
Wesley Community & Health Centers staff, ready to vaccinate.
Photo Courtesy of Welsey Community & Health Centers
The quarterly Voices from the Field events feature leaders sharing
their work and life stories, daily challenges, hopes and dreams.
This conversation series highlights United Methodist Women
initiatives supported by Mission Giving, initiatives that significantly
improve the lives of women, children and youth around the world.
On Tuesday, March 9, at 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time, meet Wesley
Community & Health Centers, Phoenix, Arizona and The Bethlehem Center in Chattanooga,
Tennessee to hear about the ways these two National Mission Institutions have responded to their
communities’ needs and addressed the COVID-19 crisis this past year.
A Q&A session will follow the presentations. Register here.
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God Works Outside the Box
Chesterton United Methodist Women relied heavily on Cookie Walks to raise funds to support their
local mission projects. Tremendous success was celebrated since its inception in 1993, more than
26 years ago, at times raising over $5,000. Then pandemic 2020 hit with COVID-19 and the familiar
trays heaped high with hundreds of dozens of festive cookies and confections quickly became fond
memories of years past. Yet 2020 had not snuffed out the desire and commitment of Chesterton
United Methodist Women (in the North District of the Indiana Conference) to continue to fund mission
projects. But HOW could this be a reality with so many stringent safety protocols in place!
With the health and safety of the Chesterton membership and the community foremost in mind,
Cookie Walk Chairs Janenne Stuber, Faye Burke and Pat Runions met with Pastor Heather Foley to
discuss options. After much prayer and discussion, it was agreed that the only truly safe option was
a Cookie-LESS Event. No one knew quite how that would work or the outcome, but all trusted this
new endeavor to God. With blessings of the leadership team and Nancy Moore, at the helm of
publicity, word began to spread inviting the church and community to prayerfully consider how each
one might help extend God's love to the five specific local agencies targeted. December 5 was
designated as The Day of Giving where individuals could give from the safety of their car. United
Methodist Women received funds and offered prayer for those who shared concerns.
The Cookie Walk Committee and the local UMW executive/leadership team looked outside the box
and trusted God for this new endeavor to achieve their mission goals! What a phenomenal
experience of witnessing God's capabilities this has been and continues to be!! $5,035.43 was
deposited at the close of December 5!!

But GOD was NOT finished! Gifts continued to come in, totaling $6710.43. Because of
everyone's generosity and God's abundant grace, the five targeted local mission agencies each
received $1000:
Westchester Meals, affordable cooked meals delivered to shut-ins

Westchester Food Pantry, food assistance for area needy
Gabriel's Horn, a shelter for single women and/or women with children in transition
The Caring Place, a safe place for domestic violence victims
NeighborLink, shares God's love in practical ways

In addition, funds helped to pay Chesterton's Pledge to Mission in full and met a few smaller
local commitments.
Chesterton United Methodist Women give thanks for God's amazing love and their supportive
church and community!
Submitted by Carolyn Maxey, President Chesterton UMW
“God doesn’t bless us just to make us happy; He blesses us to make us a blessing.”
~Dr. Warren W. Wiersbe
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IN UMW Conference/Church Women United
Legislative and Advocacy Day

“Passion for Christ and Equity:
A Faith-Focused Approach to Social Justice”
March 4, 2021 ~ 10:00 am-12:00 noon
Join the Zoom Meeting at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83386453292?
WG1zNTBxblhhZz09
The South Bend
resident has been
the director of public
affairs for the
University of Notre
Dame since 2011.
She was on the
university's human
resources leadership
team for four years,
overseeing
institutional equity
and implementation
of the federal civil
rights Title IX law.

“This is an
incredible
opportunity to
drive cultural
change across
state government
workplaces and
essential state
services by
increasing equity
and inclusion.”
~Ms Herring

KARRAH A. HERRING

INDIANA’S FIRST CHIEF OF EQUITY, INCLUSION,
AND OPPORTUNITY OFFICER
Questions or information to call in the meeting from your phone, contact:
Carol Tiller Luchtman (UMW) 317-313-9376 csa5305@gmail.com
Barb McCoy (CWU) 260-637-1842 barb.mccoy@frontier.com

Ensure hope for women, children
and youth on Day of Giving, March 23.
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund

2021
OUR YEAR OF HOPE

Photo: Shellie Ross, Wesley-Rankin Community Center

SAVE THE DATE

On Day of Giving—March 23, 2021—Let us honor our foremothers by giving to
The Legacy Endowment Fund to ensure United Methodist Women can continue serving
women, children and youth around the world for the next 150 years.
Generous donors have agreed to match gifts received for Day of Giving.

WAYS TO GIVE:
• Online at: unitedmethodistwomen.org/150
• By phone: 800-278-7771(8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST, Mon.–Fri.)
• Text: 41444 and enter Legacy150 in the message area.

• By check to:
United Methodist Women
Attn: Development, The Legacy Endowment Fund
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115
Write “DAY OF GIVING” in the memo section.

Together, we are building our legacy!
THE LEGACY
ENDOWMENT
FUND

Mission u 2021 Virtual
Join us for Mission u 2021:
Come in your pajamas! Yes, you really can
attend Mission u in your pajamas this year, and
your slippers, with a cup of hot coffee in your
hand! That’s because Indiana’s Mission u 2021
will be virtual, coming to you on your computer,
iPad, or telephone, anywhere you happen to
be—the kitchen, TV room, office, or even in the
laundry room. We hope you will invite your
friends, your relatives, your local unit members,
and even people you know in other states or
countries. This is an exciting new way to
experience Mission u! Mission u on ZOOM will
be held on four Saturdays in July: 10, 17, 24,
31. We will start at 10:00 with music and our
whole group Spiritual Growth study taught by
Rev. Derek Weber. There will be a break for
In Jesus’ own words, he came
to bring good news to the
poor, release the captives,
restore sight to the blind, and
to let the oppressed go free.
What is the responsibility of
the church to follow Christ’s
example in word and deed? ,,,
The purpose of this study is to
help the church and its members discern our
call and bear witness to the will of God for a
more just world.
~Darryl W. Stephens

lunch, then we will come back from 1:00-3:00 for
our two studies, taught by Cathy Burris and
Shannon Priddy. The Spiritual Growth study
book will be, “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom,”
and our two study books will be, “PUSHOUT:
The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools,”
and “Finding Peace in an Anxious World.” These
books will be mailed to you when you register
and pay a small registration fee. Scholarships
are available. Be watching for more information
about Mission u 2021 Virtual and for the
upcoming registration form, coming soon. So,
Ladies, put on your pajamas or your sweat pants
and join us for a new and exciting Mission u!
Blessings to you all,
Ann Cashner | Dean of Mission u 2021 Virtual
dovesnestphotos@gmail.com | 765-489-5325

Finding Peace in an Anxious
World, by staff of the Urban
Village Church, uses the book of
Proverbs and “The Serenity
Prayer” as a guide to help
Christians find their way through
anxiety, worry, and fear and move
towards
God’s
peace
that
surpasses
all understanding. Using “The
Serenity Prayer” as a scaffold, Finding Peace in
an Anxious World explores ways to discover
peace through scriptural and spiritual disciplines
so that we can be rooted in God and energized
to live fully as disciples of Christ.

Despite increased attention to the mass and over-incarceration of black men, the
plight of criminalized black women and girls is overlooked, underreported and
under analyzed. Monique W. Morris' Pushout shows how even with obstacles,
stigmas, stereotypes and despair, black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable
dignity into their lives in classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, and challenges
the rest of us to do the same.
"Pushout" books are still available and can be ordered through Barb McCoy.
Send a check payable to “UMW of IN Mission u“, for $12.00 to Barb at 1025
Brandon Way, Fort Wayne IN 46845, and she will be happy to mail it to you.
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A Call
to Prayer
& Self-Denial

Llamado
a la Oración
y el Sacrificio

기도와
절제의 날

2021

SHE LEADS

EMPOWERING
WOMEN TO MAKE
A DIFFERENCE
ELLA DIRIGE: EMPODERAR A LAS
MUJERES PARA HACER UNA DIFERENCIA
그녀가 이끈다: 변화를 일으키기 위해 여성 강화

Date/Fecha/날짜

Time/Hora/시간

Location/Lugar/장소
M7070

TALENT BANK INFORMATION ON PROSPECTIVE LIEADERSHIP
To be completed by prospective leader.
Type or Print (Attach additional sheets as necessary.)

Date __________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: Home ________________ Work ________________ Cellphone ________________
Email _________________________________________
Local Church ____________________________________________________

District ________________

Age: 20’s ____ 30’s ____ 40’s ____ 50’s ____ 60’s ____ 70’s ____ 80’s ____ 90’s____ (optional)
Languages spoken _________________________________________________
Employed ____ Part Time ____ Full Time _____

Retired ____

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS, JOB EXPERIENCE
Offices held in United Methodist Women

Office

Date of Service

Local ____________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

District ___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Conference _______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Jurisdiction _______________________________________________________________________________

Additional experiences as the local, district, conference or general church level (other than United Methodist
Women) or in the community ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Making Disciples of
Jesus Christ through
Mission Opportunities for
Youth and Young Adults

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OF
INDIANA CONFERENCE

Youth and Young

Adult Service
Scholarship Fund

Mission Scholarships for
Youth and Young Adults
A Project of United
Methodist Women of
Indiana Conference

2021

Youth and young adults receiving
funds from the Youth and Young
Adult Service Scholarship Fund
will be asked to submit a summary
of their experiences to the
conference organization of United
Methodist Women within 45 days
of trip completion. Send report to
the Conference E&I coordinator.
Scholarship recipients’ contact information may be obtained by
contacting the Youth & Young
Adult Scholarship Committee.
The Youth and Young Adult Service Scholarship Fund is funded by
the giving of each local
organization (unit) of United
Methodist Women of Indiana.

2021 Youth & Young Adult Service Scholarship Fund Committee
Committee Chair: Martha Milhouse
Conference Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation

Committee Members: President Kathie Clemenz, Treasurer Jacki
Moore, North Central President Connie Pearson, Southeast President
Mary Packard, Young Women's Coordinator LaNisha Clark
Direct questions or mail applications to: Conference Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation:
Martha Milhouse, 1070 W. Jefferson St., Franklin, IN 46131, 812-372-2062, mdmilhouse@gmail.com

&

Criteria for applying:
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.

For Scholarship Team
Date Application Received
Date Application Processed
Date Application Approved
Amount Approved
Notes

&

Parent/Youth Leader name:
(circle one please)

Zip:

Email
Address:

per group

# Eligible Youth & Young
Adults in group:

Home Address:
Phone:

District:

Individual/Group Name:
(circle one please)

Applicant’s UM Church Name

Phone:
Zip:

City:

Church Address:
City:
Mission Project:

Indicate whether it is a United Methodist-Related Project and include Project Number (If Applicable):

Project Location:
Cost per youth/young adult: $
Dates:

Project Objective/ Work
Goal:

A letter of reference from Youth Leader or local church pastor must accompany the application.

Mail completed form to the Youth & Young Adult Service Scholarship Fund Committee at the address on the
reverse side of this form.
Form may be duplicated as needed. Download at www.inumc.org/umw

2021 MISSION TODAY REPORT
LOCAL ORGANIZATION
United Methodist Women of Indiana
United Methodist Women demonstrate their commitment to the PURPOSE through their Prayers, Presence, Participation, Gifts and Service.
PRAYERS
Used the Prayer Calendar at each meeting to pray for mission personnel and projects. *
Communicated with at least 5 persons listed in the Prayer Calendar during the year.
Held a mini‐Spiritual Growth Retreat.
PRESENCE
At least two members were added to the membership roll.
At least one member (not a conference or district officer) attended Mission U or Sampler Day.
At least two members (not a conference or district officer) attended a district or conference annual meeting. This could
include attendance to districts/conference events such as: district spiritual enrichment day, district Mini Mission u, district
officer training, or conference annual spiritual growth retreat., etc.
PARTICIPATION
At least two members subscribed to and/or read response magazine (including online articles). *
Used at least two programs from a UMW Program Book during the year. *
Conducted at least one Mission u study during the year. *

At least one member is a member of the UMW’s Ac on Network to receive Ac on Alerts and share with members.
Told a mission story at meetings through sharing “member support “articles (identified by the Mission Giving logo—see
other side) from response.
Included a book review/report on a Reading Program book during a meeting.

At least two members completed one of the Reading Program Plans.
Initiated a new or expanded an already‐existing Local Ministry Program which benefits women, children &/or youth. *
Attended a “Tour-Talk-Lunch” (“TTL”) at Lucille Raines Residence or gave in-kind or monetary support beyond the conference asking.*
GIFTS
Made and met its Pledge to Mission. *
Received Five Star recognition by contributing to all five channels of Mission Giving.
Remitted the Conference Asking of $13 per member. *
SERVICE
Implemented the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way during the year. *
Participated in at least two events/activities during the year which focused on Current Justice Issues.

Mission Today Report Revised February 2021

WHY? The purpose of Mission Today is to fulfill the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women by:
Energizing United Methodist Women to be more involved in mission through prayer, study and action;
Increasing contacts between local organizations and mission personnel and projects enabling a better understanding of where
Mission Giving dollars go;
Encouraging the use of a variety of mission resources;
Expanding concepts of mission, including social justice as mission.
CATEGORY
WHO? Every local organization is encouraged to strive for
Mission Today status by completing 8 or more suggested criteria as noted to the right.
Find suggestions and ideas for activities below.

NUMBER OF ITEMS TO BE COMPLETED

Bronze

8 (including 4 asterisked items)

Silver

12 (including 6 asterisked items)

Gold

16 (including 6 asterisked items)

Read response, the magazine for Women in Mission,
through a subscription on or online:
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response or http://
responsemagazine.wordpress.com. The Mission Giving
logo found in response identifies a program and/or person supported by United

Find the Charter for Racial Justice online:
http://
www.unitedmethodistw
omen.org/

Mission Giving Logo Methodist Women’s Mission Giving.

Current Justice Issues may be found
online:
http://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

Racial Justice Logo

Go to
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ environment for 13 Steps to
Sustainability; ideas for Be Just. Be
Green.; and other ways to get involved in
UMW’s environmental work.

/racialjustice
WHEN? Receive recognition for 2021, by returning your competed checklist by January 15, 2022 to:

Your District’s Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation

Return completed form (front & back) to:

Deadline for reporting: January 15, 2022
Local Organization

District:

Reporting Officer Name & Position:
Email or postal address:

Mission Today Report Revised February 2021

Phone:

Gift in
Memory
Would you like to honor a deceased
loved one? Would you like to give tribute
to someone who touched your life in a
meaningful way? Consider a Gift in Memory
card, a special card that represents a gift
to mission through the United Methodist
Women.
A Gift in Memory card makes additional
mission work possible in the United States
and around the world.
Talk to your treasurer about ordering
information.

World
Thank
Offering
Do you want to celebrate God’s
blessings in your life and the lives of
those around you?
Mark these blessings with a World
Thank Offering during the annual World
Thank Offering service. Place your joy
offerings in special boxes and join them at
the altar with the offerings of others during
this service of thanksgiving, which is
included each year in the United
Methodist Women Program Book.
You can also find this service on our
website at www.unitedmethodistwomen.
org in “Online Resources” when you click
on the “Resources” tab.

For more information about Mission Giving
go to the website:
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/give
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United Methodist Women

Mission
Giving

United Methodist Women members have been
turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf
of women, children and youth around the world for
over one hundred and forty years.

See how you can be a part of the ever-growing
mission of United Methodist Women locally,
nationally and internationally through the five
channels of Mission Giving.

Pledge
to
Mission
Do you want to make a commitment to
the foundational mission work of United
Methodist Women?
Make a Pledge to Mission and help fulfill the
PURPOSE of the United Methodist Women
by contributing to the largest channel of
Mission Giving.
Fill out a pledge card and give it to your
local treasurer.

Special
Mission

Recognition
Do you want to honor a friend working in
mission? Give a Special Mission Recognition
pin. An individual, circle or unit can recognize
a faithful worker in mission by giving her or
him a Special Mission Recognition pin.
You can choose from several categories of
pins—each one represents a different level
of mission giving.
You will receive a beautiful pin and a
certificate with the name of the honoree
and the donor signed by the Women’s
Division deputy general secretary.

Gift
to
Mission

Do you want to honor someone for his or
her Christ-like mission service?

Send a Gift of Mission card. A wide variety
of cards with envelopes are available for
purchase singly or in pre-packaged sets
for different occasions: Peace, Thank-You,
Congratulations, Thinking of You, A Special
Day, A New Baby, In the Service of Christ,
Happy Birthday and Christmas.

Contact your treasurer for ordering printed
cards. Or, honor someone with a Gift to
Mission online by clicking on
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/give.

2021 UMW INDIANA CALENDAR
All Times are Eastern
Legislative Day - March 4 -- Virtual
10:00 a.m.- noon
Spiritual Growth Retreat - April 10 -- Virtual
10:00 a.m.-noon

INUMC Annual Conference - June 10-12
Limitless - Events TBA - Join the Facebook group!!
Mission u - July: 10, 17, 24, 31 -- Virtual
10:00 a.m.-noon & 1:00-3:00 p.m.

UMC General Conference - August 29-Sept 7 -- Minneapolis, MN
Annual Celebration - October 1-2 -- St Andrew UMC, Indianapolis
Friday - 5:00 p.m. supper

Saturday - 9:45 a.m. - Annual Celebration begins
Silent Retreat - October 22-24 -- St. Joseph Retreat Center, Tipton, IN
Friday 8:00 p.m. - Sunday 12 noon
Leadership Development & Officer Training - November 6 -- St Luke,s UMC, Kokomo
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
2022 save the dates:
UMW Assembly - Florida - May 20-22
Annual celebration - First Friday/Saturday in October
Leadership Development and Officer Training - First Saturday in November
Page 25

2021 CONFERENCE OFFICERS
Accepted, elected and installed at the Annual Celebration, October 3, 2020, via Zoom.
President
Kathie Clemenz (20-21)
317-991-5671
6523 Cane Ridge Court, Indianapolis, IN 46268
kkclemenz@sbcglobal.net

Chairperson, Committee on Nominations
Jeanie Estep 2021-2022 (Class of 2022) NE
1827 South 445 East, LaGrange, IN 46761
jparkestep@gmail.com

Vice President
** Felicia Stewart (20-21)
317-341-2053
8386
1910 State
NorthRoad
9th St.
44,Terre
Martinsville,
Haute, IN.
IN47804
46151
umwin@inumc.org

Committee on Nominations
Patricia Dickerson (Class of 2021) C
11328 Pine Mountain Place, Indianapolis, IN 46229
dickerso.p@sbcglobal.net
317-894-2124

Secretary
Trish Staneart (20-21)
317-867-2277
2802 Crosscreek Circle, Westfield, IN 46074
tstaneart@frontier.com

Heather Lewis 2019-2020 (Class of 2021) S
931 E. Hwy 150, Hardinsburg, IN, 47125
Heatherumw@gmail.com
812-786-0332

Treasurer
** Jacki Moore (21-22)
317-413-3927
5134 Pike Creek Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46254
jacqueh6@yahoo.com
Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth
Barbara King (20-21)
317-619-2076
1112 North DeQuincy St, Indianapolis, IN 46201
Kenbarb1969@yahoo.com

Sara Mayes (Class of 2022) SW
404 Middle St., Newburgh, IN 47630
skma092362@aol.com
270-577-9003
Pauline Neal (Class of 2023)
765-425-9284
928 Arrow Ave, Anderson, IN 46016
peneal34@gmail.com
Vacancy

(Class of 2022) SE

Vacancy

(Class of 2022) N

Vacancy

(Class of 2023) E

Vacancy
Mission Coordinator for Membership Nurture and Outreach
Barbara Bugher (20-21)
765-452-4620

(Class of 2023) W

Mission Coordinator for Social Action
Carol Tiller-Luchtman (20-21) 317 313-9376
5305 Alameda Road, Indianapolis, IN 46228
csa5305@gmail.com
Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation
*
Martha Milhouse (21-22) 812-372-2062
1070 W. Jefferson St., Franklin, IN 46131
mdmilhouse@gmail.com

2600 W. Jefferson, Apt 1203, Kokomo, IN 46901

bbugherumw@aol.com

Vacancy

(Class of 2023) NW

Secretary of Program Resources
** Denise Geller (20-21)
260-625-4786
9034 Butt Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46818-9433
denisesg49@gmail.com
Communications Coordinator
Bonnie Elam (20-21)
260-341-1687
6919 Forest Glen Court, Fort Wayne, IN 46815
blelam21@gmail.com

* denotes new officer **2nd 2 year term

2021 CONFERENCE APPOINTED LEADERS
Language Coordinator
(21-24)

Music Coordinator
** Victoria Dumpert (21-22) 765-716-3140
3200 Moore Road, Muncie, IN 47304
vydumpert@gmail.com
Young Women's Coordinator
LaNisha Clark (20-23)
317-286-3779
5610 Noble Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46234
Lanishai@gmail.com
Dean Mission u
*
Ann Cashner
765-489-5325
1207 Sylvan Nook Drive, Richmond, IN 47374
dovenestohotos@gmail.com
Assistant Dean
*
Cecelia Whitfield
317-728-2518
2861 N. Capitol Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46208
cecelia63.whitfield@gmail.com
Registrar
Barb McCoy
260-637-1842
1025 Brandon Way, Fort Wayne, IN 46845
barb.mccoy@frontier.com
Business Manager
Brenda Crawford
765-437-4576
PO Box 21, Windfall, IN 46076
nbcraw@yahoo.com

Kathie Clemenz
Jeanie Parks

Racial Justice Committee 2020
President (Convener)
Chair, Nominations
Language Coordinator
Leadership Team

District President
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INDIANA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Bonnie Elam
United Methodist Women of Indiana
6919 Forest Glen Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46815
Share this newsletter with others!
Save printing and postage costs- request to
get the newsletter and announcements sent to
your email---sign up at this link!
Or send an email to: blelam21@gmail.com

response magazine, an award-winning publication, is the official magazine of
United Methodist Women and is published by the national office. Each issue will
touch your heart, stir your soul and challenge your mind. Topics and issues cover
spiritual growth, mission outreach and reports on our local, national and international

work.
response features include:
• Bible studies.
• Opportunities for spiritual growth and development.
• Program suggestions.
• Articles on people and projects supported by your Mission Giving.
• Regular features such as "Bright Lights" and "Responsively Yours."
response helps United Methodist Women reach out to:
• New and potential members of United Methodist Women.
• Every woman in your church who shares our commitment to mission and welfare of women, children and youth.
• High school and college students, especially the young women in your congregation.
• Sunday school teachers who can share response mission stories with all ages.
• Leaders in your congregation, including your pastor, who will appreciate knowing more about the women's role in your
church's mission outreach.
• Your friends and neighbors in other faith communities who share our passion for children and youth and for social
justice.

Subscribe today for yourself or as a gift
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