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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude Prelude on “St. Anne” Robert Cundick

Opening Hymn - O God, our help in ages past (H 680, v.1,2)

1 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

2 under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defense is sure.

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People: Glory to God for ever and ever.

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

17th Sunday After Pentecost: Proper 21

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.



The First Lesson: Exodus 17:1-7
A Reading from the book of Exodus

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The
people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people,
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck
the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of
[srael. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the
Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-4,12-16

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 [ will open my mouth in a parable; *
[ will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,

and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, *
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
he made the waters stand up like walls.

14 He led them with a cloud by day, *
and all the night through with a glow of fire.

15  He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them drink as from the great deep.

16  He brought streams out of the cliff, *
and the waters gushed out like rivers.



The Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13
A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit,
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then [
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the
crowd,; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the
two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came

to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People - “For the Lost Ones Among Us”
(by Marilyn Logan, from “The Wideness of God’s Mercy Collection™)

Lord, make us mindful of those who are not like us; those we look at and do not see; those we
look at and turn away from.
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for those who by our standards cannot function in our world — “For [ was a
stranger...”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.



We pray for those who are shut away, out of sight, in jails and mental hospitals —
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for the homeless, wandering aimlessly on the streets, muttering or ranting —
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for those in line outside the soup kitchens — “I have set a table in the presence of my
enemies.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for those rummaging in the trash bins for food or cans — “Lord, when didwe see you
naked?”

Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for the halt, the lame, and the blind, who struggle to make their way — “Take up your
bed and walk.”

Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for those too young to be mothers, with too many children — “Suffer the little ones to
come to me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for those hustling their talents on the street corner and selling their bodies — “You are
forgiven; go and sin no more.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for the families barely existing in cramped, over-priced, under-furnished apartments —
“And there was no room for them in the inn.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for the refugees and illegal immigrants, risking their lives to find food and freedom and
a future — “Enter into the joy of your Lord.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

We pray for those dying of incurable diseases, shunned and feared and abandoned — “Today you
shall be with me in paradise.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us.

{Here other intercessions may be offered.

We pray for the Church and for ourselves, that we may see and respond — “Whatever you do
for the least of these, you do for me.”
Lord, have mercy on them and us. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.



Announcements

Special Prayers - Birthdays, Anniversaries, Travelers

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts
may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Book of Common Prayer reminds us that if one is unable to actually consume the consecrated bread and wine
due to extreme sickness or disability, the desire is enough for God to grant all the benefits of communion. When
being present at a celebration of the Eucharist is absolutely impossible, this act of prayer and meditation can
provide the means by which you can associate yourself with the Eucharistic Action and open yourself to God’s
grace and blessing.

Presentation
Praise God, from whom dall blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Enriching Our Worship - Eucharistic Prayer 3
Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant ~ Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People [t is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through
Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.

You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb:
You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
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Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so
as the morning stars sing your praises, we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout
with joy:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent. You called a people
to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the
glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink
this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim
you, O Christ:

Celebrant and People

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

The Celebrant continues

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people
of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with
blessed Ambrose, the Virgin Mary, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

We believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this
time receive communion, we pray you to come into our hearts. We unite ourselves with
you and embrace you with all our heart, soul, and mind. Let nothing separate us from you;
may we serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and
unending peace.
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we
worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.

Celebrant and People
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benediction



Closing Hymn

God be with you (verse 3 only)
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Words: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828—-1904 9.8.8.9.
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 RANDOLPH
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Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Fugue inC Dietrich Buxtehude

Music Credits:
God be with you - Words: Jeremiah E. Rankin. Music: Ralph Vaughn Williams. Public Domain.

From Community of Christ Sings. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under
OneLicense.net A-723731.
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