
Today’s Inspiration: 
Meet Sek Sichiv, Successful Graduated Scholar 

 
Hello! My name is Sichiv Sek and I am a third child from the poor rural village family where my 
parents are farmers. I have a younger sister and brother, and two older brothers. Luckily, I had 

amazing parents who kept me in school even in a hard times. 
They never ask me to leave school for work and always cared 
about my study and being the best parents ever. 

 
My school life experience 
I was a student in the Sustainable Cambodia Kravanh Bright 
Future Center (KBFC) in a district of Pursat where I lived. When 
finishing secondary school, I started to give up high school 
because it was too far to bicycle. It is about 32 km from my village 
on a bumpy dirt road. There were not many students that 

continued to high school because of the family needed them to work and the school was too far 
away. In Khmer culture, girls don’t often study higher than primary or secondary school because 
even if a girl got a higher education, they would still become just a wife. That is just a traditional 
thought. My parents said, "Even one day you will become a wife, but you need to have a higher 
education." I was happy to be their daughter!  
 

Surprise news!  
Luckily, I got an SC application from the village chief. Yes, I was selected to study there I was so 
excited and dreamt of my life at KBFC. I was so happy that my dream came true. And my parents 
excitedly said, "You are a lucky girl my dear so please try your best." It is a great place to stay and 
an excellent school to learn English and computer skills. 
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My first wonderful day at KBFC! 
When I got to school, I found that everyone 
was friendly and helpful. In my English class, 
there were 18 new students, and others who 
had some English. At first, I was so happy but 
also a bit nervous. It was hard with a new 
home (the girls’ dormitory) but I had a nice 
bed and a lot of roommates. The first few 
weeks were a bit scary but a few months later 
it became a habit. I was not used to staying 
so far from my family and I missed my 
parents so much!! 
 
I studied at KBFC from Monday to Friday. 
Every Saturday, the students had a meeting. 
That was a big day where everyone could 
learn something new from the teachers and 
the Youth Cub leader. I would ride my bike home on Saturday evening with my roommates. We 
biked along the road together and talked while pedaling the 32 kilometers home. I had a sweet time 
with family and on Sunday evening, I came back to the dormitory with some rice and some eggs that 
my mother had prepared for me. At the dorm, we ate a noodles and eggs for breakfast, lunch, and 
sometimes had a bowl of soup for dinner. 
 
 
My work experiences!  

I joined the Youth Club when 
I was in the 11th grade and 
eventually became an art 
group leader. I was good at 
singing and dancing. I have 
also helped the youth club 
member’s families to plant 
the rice, joining a few nights 
shows in the villages about 
Child’s Rights and the 
promotional importance of 
education, teaching small 
kids in rural primary 
schools. I was so proud of 
myself that I could actually 
help people!  
 
My parents were so happy 
that I passed the twelfth 
grade in the final state exam. 
Wonderful Day!  I was so 

excited, and my mother started crying while I told her the result. Twelve years of work were 
successful! The wonderful gift that I got was a four-year scholarship to study at the University. I 
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never thought that I could have a chance to study at university because my parents could not afford 
it.  But SC made my dream real. 
 

A happy time study at University in Pursat!  
 
In my first year, I met many kinds of students from 
different places and family situations. I have learned a 
lot more about social life. I didn’t go to Phnom Penh city 
for a bachelor's degree instead studied in Pursat. My 
brother told me, ‘It doesn't mean universities in the city 
are good and universities in the home town are bad but 
it depends on you, my dear!” I love my brother so much! 
He wanted me to be a successful woman as he had 
become a Credit Officer in a bank in Pursat. 
 
At university, I became a girl who with good public 
speaking skills. This talent came from all the experience 
is had gained at SC. I loved learning at the university because students could have a chance to talk 
and show everyone their strengths. Thanks to my friend who took me to school it was about 60 
kilometers with a bicycle. Fortunately, in the second semester, my brother and parents bought me a 
motorbike. Even if it was not brand new, I loved it.  

 

Great news! I was super excited! 
Finished a second year I found a job at 
Sustainable Cambodia (SC) as a new 
librarian for KBFC. A week after the interview, 
the principal phoned to let me know I was 
selected. I phoned my parents and shared 
with them that I work for SC as a librarian. I 
have learned a lot about my job with the 
expert librarian in SC besides working in the 
library I also taught one English class and 
two Khmer classes there were 8th and 9th 
grades. I really enjoyed my working life and 
really appreciated it. 
Eventually, I started to work at the Sylvia 
Lasky Memorial School (SLMS) of SC in 
Pursat!  I started working as an English 
teacher and started to learn more and more 
about teaching methodology. My teaching 
became better and better. A year later, my 
hard work paid off as I was promoted to vice 
principal at SLMS. I was so happy to be 
promoted to vice principal and work with our 
excellent school principal, Noun San. I do 
love my job so much! 
 
Everything has happened to me because of 

SC’s support. SC HAS CHANGED MY LIFE! 
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I have never thought I could have my present life. I was a girl who was going to leave school but I 
have become a resource in my society. It has been a while in my teaching life and I am so grateful 
for what I am doing right now. Educating children is my biggest goal and biggest commitment. I want 
every poor student to have a bright future and only education can change lives!  
 
I would love to suggest that becoming a successful person does not mean you have to come from a 
rich family but with someone who has a commitment to help others. Poverty is not your biggest 
challenge and giving up on your dreams is a big mistake. When you are from a poor family you will 
need to do a lot of hard work.  But those are the life lessons that make you become stronger. If you 
believe in yourself and keep moving forward, your success will be waiting for you. Start building your 
capacity to be stronger and remember to help people like you’ve been helped.  
 

Finally, thanks to Sustainable Cambodia! 
Special thanks to all sponsors that shared your love to support me and every poor child. Your help 
can change lives. I cannot find the words to adequately describe my thanks to all of you.  
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