
 
 
 

 
 

 
Christmas Tree Disposal  
 
There are many ways people can dispose of trees. In Toronto we are lucky to have it so 
simple. Just dump it on the curb and the city does the rest, but is that the greenest way?  
 
The City of Toronto is actually quite green. The trees are not sent to a landfill but to our 
garden waste centres to be either composted or chipped up to be used internally for 
gardening within the city. 
 
Wait to send it to the Curb 
 
The Nature Conservancy of Canada recommend that trees go to the backyard not to the 
curb. No there is no magic way to have it grow roots and live again, but it can be placed 
in the yard for squirrels, birds and bunnies to take refuge. Then in the spring you can cut 
off the branches and put them in contact with soil to decompose or send out in a garden 
bag for the city to take care of the city will also take care of your trunks if cut to fit into 
pieces smaller than 36”.  
 
Donate it? 
 
Donating a tree to a nature conservatory or animal sanctuary might seem a little strange 
but depending on the sanctuary that are very much appreciated. Many wildlife 
sanctuaries in Canada will also take used trees for bedding for the animals. 
These beautiful coniferous trees provide a natural habitat for recovering animals, 
making them feel more at home. 
 
You may be able to donate your trees, to a group that will use it to restore 
shorelines and riverbanks. It helps fight erosion and provides ecological habitats 
for fish. Here is some information on a project they’ve been working on along 
Bronte Creek.  
 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/halton-christmas-tree-conservation-1.4966309  
 
 
So, as you can see there are many ways to responsibly discard of your Christmas trees.   
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